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ORDERLINESS IN SERMONIC WORK 
CEORGE HAWS FELTUS 


The pronounced change in character of pul- 
pit themes during the past 25 years has been by 
an unconscious process. The omission of the 
big Bible doctrines has not been deliberate, nor 
has the engagement of attention with social 
subjects been wholly intentional. We rightly 
speak of this as the drift of the times. Dovbt- 
less but few preachers have any notion of the 
general trend of their subject matter, and 
would be unable to tell a year in advance what 
course their sermons would take. Instead of 
leading the sheep to pasture, the shepherds 
wander with the sheep; and, to use an editorial 
expression, try to meet the demand. The great 
themes of the Bible have given way to discus- 
sions of temporal affairs. However interesting 
or important these are in themselves they 
should not occupy the entire attention of the 
man in the pew. The teachings of Jesus retain 
a perennial interest because they treat not. of 
transient matters but of the profoundest in- 
terests of human life. For him social and po- 
litical matters served only as a point of de- 
parture to lead the mind up to the eternal spir- 
itual truths from which light was to be had for 
the solution of the temporal problems. 


Very likely the reason for the evanescent 
' character of sermon subjects is to be found in 
_ the conditions of pastoral work. Most minis- 
ters are so occupied with work outside their 
study that homiletic work has intermittent at- 
tention. They find their thoughts for Sunday 
dominated by the scenes and interests of the 
week. Inevitably there is a lack of perspective 
that allows the matters under immediate notice 
to appear of more importance than the subjects 
wrapped up in the Bible. If the themes of the 
average preacher were to be chartered, they 
would show an erratic line of gyration through 
the realm of divinity, touching at few points 
and with a frequent return to the hobby. Severe 
as this criticism may seem, no one is more con- 
scious of the condition and more dissatisfied 
with it than the earnest pastor whose desire is 
to declare the whole counsel of God. 


The remedy lies in giving careful attention 
to the general direction of the subject matter 
for the pulpit. The university professor who 
had no more forethought as to the orderly 
progress of his lectures than a preacher has to 
his sermons would be unable to hold his class 
together. It is to suggest a method to aid in a 
well-rounded development of pulpit work that 
this article is presented. The idea is a simple 
‘one that would not only materially help the 


preacher in the long course of his work, but 
would assure his congregation of receiving a 
full-orbed view of the Christian doctrine. The 
plan is to outline a pulpit curriculum, each 
preacher for his own guidance. The syllabus 
could be arranged either by subjects or chrono- 
logically; though the two orders could be com- 
bined to better advantage. Select ten or a 
dozen of the chief themes of the Bible. Under 
each of these group as sub-topics a number of 
themes to cover a period of years. Chart these 
in a manner to be easily scanned. A thought- 
ful preparation of this schedule will determine 
the general trend of teaching for the period. 
When a particular topic has been treated for 
the current year it may be checked off. An oc- 
casional glance will indicate what subjects 
have been treated and. what ones are being 
slighted, thereby preventing too frequent repe- 
tition through over-interest or omission 
through forgetfulness. While assuring the in- 
clusion of these important themes, the schedule 
need not exclude matters of temporary im- 
portance. On the other hand not only will the 
curriculum leave ample room for the treatment 
of current topics as the occasion may require, 
but these subjects from daily life will assemble 
themselves as points of illustration or appli- 
cation under the larger subjects, thereby both 
assuming a right perspective to the gospel and 
gaining the impact of the weightier themes to 
drive them home. The amount of time to be 
given for the treatment of each subject would 
depend solely upon the interest of the preacher, 
the syllabus being quite elastic in this par- 
ticular. 


Incidentally several advantages accrue. With 
the outline before him, when in a homiletic 
mood a preacher would sketch out a series of 
8 or 10 sermons in detail; and instead of hav- 
ing to drive the lagging mind each week to de- 
cide upon a text and topic, the mind will be 
anticipating with interest the subjects proposed 
for immediate use. Then too, the syllabus 
forms an outline of study so that during the 
year the minister will pursue his reading upon 
these chief doctrines, and in the'course of sev- 
eral years will have covered the different 
phases of each subject. Moreover, the congre- 
gation will benefit by hearing the presentation 
of the cardinal doctrines in their chief aspects. 
Such a ministration will not wane with years. 
There will be progress, growth, variety and 
freshness. The teaching will include meat as 
well as milk; bread for nourishment as well 
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as water for refreshing inspiration. There 
will be little chance for hobbies, and however 
busy the minister may be his memory will not 
be delinquent in allowing tame repetition, or 
permit thoughtless omission; while the zeal of 
daily activity will infuse all with the touch of 
daily life that gives a sermon its point of con- 
tact with the hearers. Not least of all, the 
people will grow in knowledge. 

The following syllabus is designed as an il- 
lustration rather than a model and will serve 
to show how the schedule both includes the 
important subjects and leaves room for matters 
of passing interest: 

The suggested schedule allows one fixed sub- 


1916 1917 
GOdeereses crete. si Existence Attributes 
Christ’s Birth. . Incarnation Deity of 
Christ’s Death. Atonement Vicariousness 
Holy Spirit ... Personality Manifestation 
PLAY Che steers Efficacy Answers 
DOLMASE 7. scenes Justification Adoption 
Bil eres. cccsche ate Inspiration Authority 
Sabbaths cas cis Origin Observance 
Ghureier.. (heer. Character Functions 
IMTSSION Gat ertor Historical Biblical 
Temperance ..Moral aspects Social problems 
Domestic...... Family Altar Childhood 


ject a month. The preacher can take up in any 
order, regardless of his calendar. To different 
minds, different themes will appeal as more 
important. The list could be enlarged by sub- 


dividing for shorter intervals, though it is not — 


prudent to fill up too completely. It is suffi- 
cient to outline the general curriculum, and 
then to embrace within it in successive years 
the sub-topics that call for attention. While 
preachers of experience would adjust this 
course to their own judgment, young ministers 
could do no better than to project from their 
seminary studies a series of general subjects 
as a guide both for their reading and their 
preaching. 


1918 1919 1920 
Sovereignty Fatherhood Manifested 
Humanity Virgin Birth Historical 
Resurrection Immortality Future life 
Office of Need of Gift of 
Manner Taught Intercession 
Sanctification Election Pardon 
Authorship Revelation Rule of Life 
Christian View Religious Value Social Value 
Government Sacraments Unity 
Biographical Methods Progress of 
Progress of Scientific Opposition 
Parental Home Marriage and 

Influence Religion Divorce 


“MY COMMUNITY AND ME” 
REV. RAY NORRIS MILLER, A. M., D. D. 


One of the most imperative needs of the 
modern pastor is that he shall have an intimate 
and thorough knowledge of the people and the 
conditions obtaining in the parish in which he 
is called to build up the kingdom. There are 
no two localities in which exactly the same 
conditions prevail; each has its peculiarities 
and its local problems, and each in turn must 
receive special study and consideration. Med- 
ical science teaches, in the treatment of human 
disease, that a careful and scientific diagnosis 
is just as important, and indeed is absolutely 
essential to the administration of the proper 
remedy; and a very noted physician has de- 
clared that, in his judgment, diagnosis is the 
most important part of the practice of medi- 
cine. If this be true concerning the treatment 
of the ills of the human body, is it not equally 
true concerning the treatment of the ills of 
human society? 


We need but to look about us to see that in 
many places the progress of the kingdom has 
actually been thwarted by some well meaning 
pastors who have persisted in applying exactly 
the same remedy, in precisely the same sort of 
way to all conditions in all places, for the past 
three or four decades, regardless of the pe- 
culiar and individual needs of their people. It 
is perfectly apparent that if we are to work out 
a constructive program for any given commun- 
ity, we must first have a very definite and de- 
tailed knowledge of the conditions and needs 
of that community. Oftentimes in the securing 
of this knowledge there has been a tremendous 
waste to the church. <A pastor was heard to 
say a little while ago that he had spent two 
years on a certain charge and had just begun 
to get his “bearings.” Is this not a needless 


waste? No doubt, if this pastor had adopted a 
systematic program at the beginning of his 
pastorate he would have gotten his “bearings” 
in much shorter time, and during those two 
years might have accomplished much for the 
advancement of the kingdom. 


Let us outline a working program for making 
a community survey which would involve lit- 
tle expense, and might be utilized in quite 
small communities. This program, in its essen- 
tials, has been used in making social surveys in 
a number of communities in and about Chicago 
ranging in population from less than two thou- 
sand people to more than thirty thousand, and 
in each case the results have been so appar- 
ent and satisfactory that it has seemed well to 
pass it on in the hope that it might prove sug- 
gestive to other pastors who desire a better 
working knowledge of their communites. 


I am perfectly conscious of the limitations 
of the social survey in providing the pastor 
with all the information which he shall need, 
for much of this can only be obtained by long 
and personal contact with his people, but 
nevertheless, it will supply him with a vast 
amount of information which may serve as a 
basis upon which he can formulate his program 
of service. 


Wherever possible it is a decided advantage 
for all, or at least a number of the pastors of a 
given community to co-operate together in this 
work. It not only decreases the expense upon 
each, but it also gives greater publicity to the 
movement, and hence more effective returns. 
The survey should be preceded by a campaign 
of wide publicity, in which the whole scheme is 
placed before the people of the community and 
their co-operation enlisted. Especially is it 
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necessary to have the co-operation of the pub- 
lic officials, for much information and data can 
be obtained from them, and their support to 
such a movement would add greatly to its suc- 
cess. There should also be co-operation with 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, the 
public schools, social settlements, charity 
boards, the press, and any other institutions 
that exist for public service. 


The supervision of the survey should be 
placed in the hands of a staff of trained and 
public-spirited citizens, including the preachers 
of the various denominations, workers from 
each of the above named institutions, an at- 
torney, a physician, preferably one who has 
had some training in public health, and a sani- 
tary expert, if one is available. These persons 
are usually glad to give a part of their time 
and knowledge entirely gratis to this work, 
since it brings benefit to all classes. This staff 
should act as an advisory committee, while the 
real work of investigation may be carried on by 
a number of young people selected from the 
various churches, under the direct supervision 
of this committee. Each of these special in- 
vestigators should be assigned a small terri- 
tory, which they are to study, the reports of 
which are to be turned in to the committee at 
intervals as the work progresses. 


A large map of the community should be pre- 
pared to be studied, each lot of sufficient size to 
permit of a detailed diagram being inserted 
when the returns are in. This map, if properly 
made, is one of the most valuable assets of the 
survey. It should show the dispersion of the 
population according to nationality, and also 
according to religious belief—this can be ac- 
complished by the use of various colored cray- 
ons. It should show the location of the houses 
and other buildings on each lot, with colors 
to distinguish dwellings from places of busi- 
ness or amusement. It should show the loca- 
tion of sewers, water mains, wells, vaults, 
manure piles, ash heaps, and any other sani- 
tary conditions that seem advisable. It should, 
above all things else, show the constructive and 
destructive agencies in the community, such as 
churches, schools, Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociations, settlements, playgrounds, etc., as 
well as saloons, moving picture houses, thea- 
ters, dance halls, pool rooms, vice districts, ete. 


When complete, this may should be placed in 
some central location, to be used at will by the 
co-operating agencies. The value of such a 
map as this is tremendous. At a glance, it 
would be possible to ascertain the location of 
all the families, well say, of Methodist persua- 
sion, or Presbyterian, or the dispersion of the 
population according to nationality; or it would 
point out the relationship of the constructive 
and the destructive agencies at work in the 
community. The preparation of this map 
should be completed before the investigation 
begins; if the community is very large the map 
might be made in sections. 

The next step is the selection of the special 
investigators, and just here great care should 
be exercised in securing persons who are not 
only capable, but who are likewise tactful, for 
experience has taught that the average family 
is very reluctant to give out information con- 
cerning their domestic affairs, and since in a 
survey of this sort it is essential that much in- 


formation of this kind be obtained, the need for 
using tactful methods becomes perfectly ap- 
parent. 


Each investigator should be made responsi- 
ble for a certain portion of the community, not 
to exceed one block in area, and while it is ad- 
vantageous for the work to be carried on si- 
multaneously in the different areas, yet this is 
not essential, and each may devote such time 
as he can give to their work. 


All investigators should first provide them- 
selves with an outline map of the area, and be- 
fore making their house-to-house canvass they 
should make a general survey of-the block, lo- 
cating on their maps the churches, schools, 
places of amusement, saloons, parks, factories, 
stores, dwellings, out buildings, manure piles, 
ash heaps, garbage piles, open vaults, wells, 
cisterns, pig pens, fences, and all other condi- 
tions that can be ascertained from the exterior. 
This should be followed by a careful study of 
the constructive and destructive agencies of 
the block, in so far as they relate themselves 
to the moral and spiritual life of the commun- 
ity. If possible, the investigator should visit 
each of these, noting carefully their varied ac- 
tivities and the conditions under which they 
work. 

The next, and perhaps the most important 
feature of the survey, is the house-to-house 
canvass. In carrying out this part of the work, 
each investigator should be provided with a 
questionnaire covering the information sought; 
this questionnaire should be printed upon cards 
about 8x10 inches in size, in sufficient quanti- 
ties to allow one or more cards to each family 
in the community; these cards, when turned in 
by the investigator, may then be filed and serve 
as the permanent record, although it is some- 
times advisable to have them recopied on the 
typewriter. 

I submit the following questionnaire, which, 
however, may be simplified or otherwise 
changed to meet local conditions: 

Name. Address. House or flat? What floor? 
Front or rear? Building, brick or frame. Ex- 
terior conditions of house and premises: (Ex- 
cellent? Good? Fair? Bad?) Yard space. 
Out buildings. Interior condition of house: 
(Excellent? Good? Fair? Bad?) General 
sanitary condition of house. Number persons 
in the home: (Members of family? Boarders 
and roomers? Others?) Number of children: 
(Names? Ages? Sex?). Is house used for 
other purposes than for a dwelling? If so, 
what? Nationality: (Foreign or American 
born?), (Nationalized or alien?), (How long in 
this country? State? County? Community?}. 
Number of registered voters: (Men? Women?). 
Economic condition. Income from all sources: 
(Approximate). Number in family employed 
for wages. Amount each receives. If there are 
child workers, state age, and place of employ- 
ment, also number of hours work per day. Oc- 
cupation of father and other workers in the 
home? Where employed? Is home owned or 
rented? If rented, amount of rent paid. Health 
interests. Number deaths in family for past 
five years. Ages of deceased. Causes. Number 
of eases of contagious diseases or other se- 
rious illness. Age of persons affected, Any 
cases of tuberculosis? General health of the 
family now. Do they have proper sewage and 
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garbage disposal? City or well water used? 
If well water, is it from shallow well? What 
chances for its pollution? Is the food and milk 
supply from good sources? Educational equip- 
“ment.. Number in'school: (Age? Sex? Classi- 
fication of each?) Age and classification at pub- 
lic or parochial schools? What recreational 
and social features seem to predominate in the 


home? Is liquor used as a beverage? If so, 
by whom? Are its effects noticeable? Do the 
persons of the home seem congenial? What 


is the moral atmosphere of the home? Re- 
ligious status: Church membership of each 
.person in the home. Where is their member- 
ship located? Are they quite regular at- 
tendants? If not, what seems to be the reason? 
Have they ever taken an active part in church 
work? If so, what? If not members, do you 
think they could be induced to become members 
of some church? What is their denominational 
preference? What particular church, if any? 
Names and ages of persons in the home that at- 
tend Sunday School. Where do they attend? 
Are they regular attendants? If not, why? 
Are there persons in the home that ought to be 


looked after for the Sunday School? Names, 
ages and sex of each. How many baptized 
persons in the home? Names, ages, sex of 
each. Also state church which conferred 
baptism in. each case. Does the family need 
the immediate attention of a pastor? If so, 
whom do you think they would prefer? Other 
information. Remarks. 


After all the data has been gathered in and 
the field work has been completed, then the 
material should be classified, charts, made, cer- 
tain summaries should be worked out, and the 
whole body of data should be put into such a 
shape that it could be easily handled and used 
for future reference. This general file should 
be kept in some central place, such as the 
Young Men’s Christian Association or other co- 
operating institution, and individual lists or 
card indexes should be prepared from the gen- 
eral file for each of the pastors in the commun- 
ity, for his personal and ready reference. Fur- 
ther information concerning this work can be 
secured by writing to the writer of this ar- 
ticle, at Box 112, Faculty Exchange, University 
of Chicago, Chicago. 


How To Handle 


Church Finances 


Rev. C. C. McLean 


Rev. C. C. McLean, pastor of the Douglas Me- 
morial M. E. Church, Washington, D. C., has is- 
sued a very complete system of church 
finances. We do not have space to elaborate 
the plan here but he has two features that we 
wish especially to mention. 


The first is his subscription blank which car- 
ries a number of scripture quotations mingled 
with the printed directions. The whole blank 
is as follows: 


“They shall not appear before the Lord 
empty; every man shall give as he is able.” 
Deut. 16:16, 17. 


“Now concerning the collection. Upon. the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come.” 1 
Comelests, 2; 


Fill out the following and return, in person 
or by mail, at once to the financial secretary, or 
enclose in contribution envelope next Sabbath. 
The sum you name will stand as your subscrip- 
tion until you otherwise order. 


Name amount per week for each member of 
the family connected with the church. . Use 


separate card so that each one will be a con- 
tributing member. 


I promise to pay, at the rate of per 
week, towards the support of the Gospel in our 
church, and I will make my payments as 
promptly as possible. Should the Lord pros- 
per me, I will increase the amount, or should 
I, by reverses, be compelled to diminish, I claim 
the privilege so to do. 
notify the financial secretary. ° 


eee eee erase 


Siete [6 (0 Le ust 6)'s Waele hve *e |) 6 ese (#18),6" 6)/e'ra)'s!is fale) (ein) elie,iers' (alata 


Wie pale-ai'eem\cld, 0) 61.6 0leKene!o le 1 wiv s)(eha,(6)8. 6a /erel 6. 


“There is that scattereth, yet increaseth; and 


In either event I will . 


there is that witholdeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty.” Prov. 11:24. 

N. B. Our books are ruled for weekly record 
of contributions. For uniformity, as well as to 
assist us who have the accounts to keep, we 
request you to name an amount per week. This 
you need not pay every week, if not convenient. 
At any time you can contribute for one or 
many weeks, months, if you so prefer. 

If you insist upon naming yours as a 
monthly, quarterly, half-yearly or yearly sub- 
scription, then erase the word “week”: and 
write what you wish. 

If you are unable to give anything, so state 
and it will be satisfactorily arranged. 

The second feature is a note “To New Mem- 
bers.” It runs as follows: 

We welcome you among us, and hope to have 
your aid, spiritually, numerically and finan- 
cially, in building up the church. Every mem- 
ber should be a help along all these lines of 
privilege and duty. 

As far.as possible, be present at the Sunday 
and week night services, and, “according to 
your ability” aid in meeting our financial ob- 
ligations. Nothing more is asked of you than 
what you should contribute to the church as a 
Christian. 

Enclosed you will find our system of church 
finance... Read carefully each circular. Trust- 
ing you will begin your subscription with the 
day upon which you joined the church, we re- 
main, ; 

Very truly yours, 
The Finance Committee. 

Many churches “fall down” right at this 
point. They do not secure pledges from new 
members so that many who join the church 
after. the financial convass is over go the whole 
year through without getting on the contribu- 
tors’ roll. Any one interested in the improve- 
ment of his financial methods ought to write to 
Dr. McLean. 
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BATTLE OVER THE EMPTY GRAVE 
LAWRENCE WRIGHT 


Author of ‘‘Beacon Lights of the Reformation’’, ‘‘Sermons on Great Themes”’, | 
‘Blood Will Tell.”’ 


That Jesus lived no one will deny. That he 
was put to death under Pilate, the Roman gov- 
ernor, will not be questioned. That he was buried 
in Joseph’s new tomb is beyond doubt. That 
he was not in the grave on the third day after 
he was put to death, is admitted by all con- 
cerned. How the body got out of the grave is 
the proposition on which there is not perfect 
agreement. 


If the Bible is taken as testimony upon this 
point, it is easily settled; but suppose the tes- 
timony of the Bible should be doubted, then 
how could this question be settled? Let us no- 
tice some propositions relating to the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of the Bible. (1) How do 
we know that we have the same books given 
to the world by the original writers? (2) How 
do we know the writers were honest men? (8) 
If they were honest, how do we know they were 
not deceived? 


Answers to these, settle the final question of 
the genuineness and authenticity of the New 
Testament Scriptures. If it can be shown that 
the writers were not deceived, that they were 
honest men, and that we have the same books 
they gave to the world, no one will question the 
testimony of the books. 


How may we be sure we have the same books 
given to the world by the first writers? Some 
say that portions of the New Testament were 
not written until five or six centuries after 
Christ. But we can prove conclusively that the 
New Testament was in existence as far back 
as the second century. 


Origen was born A. D. 185. Four volumes of 
his works have been preserved. In these four 
volumes we have 1,352 quotations from the 
book Matthew, 195 from Mark, 649 from Luke, 
775 from John, 147 from Acts, 731 from Ro- 
mans, 859 from Corinthians, 131 from Gala- 
tians, 135 from Ephesians, 68 from Philippians, 
94 from Colossians, 84 from Thessalonians, 147 
from Timothy, 19 from Titus, 3 from Philemon, 
154 from Hebrew, 18 from James, 53 from 
Peter, 77 from Epistles of John, 5 from Jude, 
and 60 from Revelation. In all, more than five 
thousand quotations from the twenty-seven 
New Testament books. 

The fact that he quotes so freely from the 
twenty-seven New Testament books as from 
well-known writings before the middle of the 
third century, shows that they must have 
existed in the early part of the third century. 

Justin Martyr, a Roman philosopher, was 
born near the beginning of the second century. 
After his conversion to Christianity, he founded 
a school of philosophy in Rome. He wrote two 
“Apologies,” the one to Antonius Pius in the 
year 139, the other to Marcus Aurelius, em- 
perors of Rome. In these “Apologies” he pre- 
sents the evidence of the divinity of Christ, and 
of the inspiration of the New Testament Scrip- 
tures. This shows that the New Testament was 
in existence at the time he lived and wrote in 
the second century, barely fifty years after the 
latest books of the New Testament was written. 


As to the second proposition: How do we 
know but that the writers were impostors? 
From a philosophical standpoint it is evident 
that the writers were honest men. In the first 
place, the message they delivered was not cal- 
culated to do them any good. If they were im- 
postors, they knew it. They, therefore, had no 
hope of reward in the future. In the second 
place they were not getting enough out of it 
in this life to pay them for the sacrifices they 
had to make in presenting the message to the 
world. The history of six thousand years has 
never presented a case where a man has died 
willingly for presenting certain views which 
he knew to be false, and wherein he could have 
no profit and no personal interest other than 
to simply deceive the people. If they were im- 
postors, they would not have died martyrs 
when there was nothing but persecution and 
death awaiting them, for which they could have 
been released by a denial of their former state- 
ments. It is easy to see how a man could die 
for that which he thought to be right. History 
is full of such cases, but that one should hold 
to a proposition which he knew to be false, and 
which he knew would result in his persecution 
and death, when there could be no hope of re- 
ward, is irrational, entirely out of harmony 
with human nature. We can not, under the cir- 
cumstances, charge these men with trying to 
deceive; we must, in all fairness, accredit them 
with honesty of purpose. 


Having traced the New Testament from the 
present back to within fifty years of the time 
of the writers, and having demonstrated from 
the circumstances that the writers were honest 
men, we take up the third proposition: They 
were not themselves deceived. 

That Jesus lived will not be questioned by 
any one. That he was put to death and that he’ 
was buried will be conceded by all. That he 
was not in the grave on the third day was ad- 
mitted by the disciples, Jews and Romans. How 
he got out of the grave is the proposition upon 
which his divinity depends. Every thing in the 
Christian religion depends upon this one prop- 
osition. Now let us examine the facts in the 
case. 

When it was evident that Jesus was dead, 
Joseph, a warm friend of Jesus. went to Pilate 
and obtained permission to take the body down 
from the cross and bury it in his own tomb. 
Immediately the Jews went to Pilate and 
showed him the danger of this. They said: 
“Now, suppose the disciples take the body down 
and lay it away in the grave, and everybody. 
knows his body has been buried. Then after- 
ward, they come and take the body away, and 
then report that he is risen from the dead. In 
that case, if the body could not be found, it 
would be believed that he had risen from the 
dead. This would make the last error worse 
than the first.” They asked for a guard to pre- 
vent the body being removed from the grave 
until after the third day. Pilate granted their 
request, and said to make it as secure as they 
could. Such precaution left no chance for the 
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friends of Jesus to use deception. 

Without it the enemies of Jesus could have 
said that the disciples had a fine opportunity 
and had taken the body away and hid it. The 
precaution taken by the Jews left no ground 
for such statement. The dismayed and dis- 
heartened disciples thought everything was 
ended, and were astonished at the news that 
the grave was empty on Sunday morning. Peter 
and John ran a foot race to see which one 
could get to the grave first, after they heard 
Jesus was risen: Peter at once ran into the 
sepulcher without thinking of any danger he 
was bringing upon himself, of the possibility 
of his being charged with stealing the body. 
If the Jews had really believed that the dis- 
ciples stole Jesus’ body, persecution would 
have begun then and there, to force them to re- 
veal what they had done with the body. The 
production of the dead body would have ended 
all discussion. 

The Jews did not take the body out of the 
grave. That was the very thing they were 
trying to prevent. 

The Romans had no interest in the matter, 
only as related to their official duty. Of course 
they could have had no object in taking the 
body out of the grave. 

The interest of the Jews was to keep the body 
in the grave until after the third day. The 
Roman soldiers supposed that their lives de- 
pended upon its being kept in the grave. Now 
there was no one else on earth concerned in 
the matter. But all admit the grave was empty 
on the third morning. How can it be accounted 
for? The only answer possible is that God 
raised Jesus from the dead. No one can ex- 
plain the empty grave without admitting the 
resurrection. 

On the supposition that this is a case in 
court, let us imagine the testimony of the 
guard: 

“Witness, you may state your name.” 

“My name is Cassius Cornelius.” 

“In what way were you connected with this 
case?” 

“I was one of the guards.” 

“Were there others on guard?” 


“Yes, sir.” 

“Were you all armed?” 

SV OSs Sits 

“For what purpose were you placed on 
guard?” 


“To prevent the body being taken away until 
after the third day.” 

“What object was there in keeping the body 
in the grave until after the third day?” 

“It was reported that the dead rabbi would 
rise from the dead on the third day.” 

“Now are you sure that the body of Jesus was 
in the grave when you were placed there as a 
guard?” 

res. Sin 

“Was there anything done that would make 
it difficult to get that body out of the grave?” 

“Yes, sir, there was a large stone placed be- 
fore the entrance.” 

“Was there anything else done?” 

“Yes, sir; the seal of Caesar was placed upon 
ate 

“Now suppose someone had broken that seal.” 

“That would have meant death to every one 
on guard, according to the Roman law.” 


“Was there any penalty for going to sleep 
while on duty as a guard?” 

“Yes, sir; death.” 

“Did you all know that?” 

“Yes, sir; we all knew it.” 

“You may state whether or not that body 
was in the grave on Sunday morning.” 

“It was not in the grave on Sunday morning.” 

“Will you state just how that body got out 
of the grave?” 

“It was taken out.” 

“Who took that body out?” 

“The disciples of Jesus,” 

“What were you doing when they took it 
Outs 

“I was asleep.” 

“Did they roll that stone away, take the body 
out, and get away with it without waking you 
up?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“You must have been sleeping very soundly.” 

“Yes, sir; I was.” 

“What were the others on guard doing while 
that body was being taken out?” 

“They were asleep too.” 

“It did not wake them up either?” 

“No, sir.” 

“And that is the way that body got out, is it?” 

“Yes, sir; that is the way.” 


This is the testimony that was made public. 
What do you think of it? Would it not be an 
easy thing for a lawyer on cross-examination 
to pick such testimony to pieces? The idea 
that a handful of discouraged, broken-hearted 
disciples would even attempt to break through 
such a guard and steal away the body of Jesus, 
is preposterous. If the guards were asleep, how 
did they know how that body got out? The 
whole thing is marked with falsehood. It is 
unreasonable. to suppose that Roman soldiers 
would have gone to sleep on guard. 


Thomas was skeptical—would not even be- 
lieve the other disciples when they told him 
Jesus was risen, and that they had seen him. 
He went so far as to say that he would not be- 
lieve unless he could “see in his hands the 
print of the nails,” and put his finger in the 
print of the nails, and thrust his hand into his 
side, but when the disciples were gathered to- 
gether and Thomas was present, Jesus ap- 
peared and said unto Thomas, “Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side; and 
be not faithless but believing.” Do you think 
Thomas could have been deceived? No. He 
was convinced and cried out—“My Lord and 
my God.” 


Fifty days after the crucifixion, Peter stood 
in Jerusalem and told the Jews that they had 
put Jesus to death, but that he was risen and 
was now both Lord and Christ. If they had 
had any reasons whatever for believing that 
Peter was not telling the truth, they would 
have resented the statement; but instead they 
were pierced through their hearts, and cried 
out to know what they should do about it. 
Peter told every one of them to repent, and be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins. The idea that these three 
thousand men who had seen him put to death 
as an impostor only a few weeks before, would 
do such a thing publicly in Jerusalem, without 
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having any reason to believe the statements of 
Peter, is certainly absurd. 

No one can account for Peter’s action on that 
_ occasion and remain an infidel. Only fifty days 
_before, Peter had denied the Lord and would 
not even admit that he knew him. He even 
cursed when accused of being one of his dis- 
ciples. Now see him right there in the same 
city where all these things had taken place, 
standing in the presence of thousands who 
were yet wild with excitement, and proclaiming 
that Jesus had been raised from the dead and 
thus proved to be their Lord and Christ. Peter 
Knew what he was talking about! He never 
could have acted as he did upon that occasion 
unless some great demonstration had taken 
place! Something wonderful had taken place! 
Jesus had risen, and Peter knew it. His ac- 
tions on the day of Pentecost can be accounted 
for only on the ground that Jesus rose from 
the dead. 

The Jew believes in Christ, but does not be- 
lieve that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ. The 
Jew will admit that the way by which the true 
Messiah will be known is by fulfilling the 
Scriptures. Ask the Jew to point out one single 


thing that Christ was to do, that Jesus of 
Nazareth did not do, and you will put him to 
silence; for there is not one thing stated that 
he should do, that Jesus did not do. Therefore, 
the Jew has no means of identifying the Christ 
without identifying Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Christ. For if someone should come, claiming 
to be Christ, he could not establish his claims 
without fulfilling the Scriptures. When he 
had done all that, he would have done nothing 
more than Jesus did. Then, if that would prove 
that he was the Christ, it would also prove that 
Jesus, who has come, is the Christ. In that 
case, how would the Jew know which Christ to 
accept? 

Christ must come from the tribe of Judah. 
The Jews have been persecuted and scattered 
until all tribal distinctions have been lost. But 
according to the records in existence then, Je- 
sus came from the tribe of Judah, and fulfilled 
the Scriptures in every particular, hence he is 
the Christ, and the only one who could possibly 
demonstrate the fact. 

Yes, Jesus rose from the dead! He is the 
Christ, the living one, who was dead and is 
alive forevermore, and has the keys of death. 


THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION 
REV. JOHN HENRY JOWETT, D. D. 


Text: “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. 
05558: 

It is a great and fruitful thing to watch the 
use of the apostle’s “therefores” and “where- 
fores.” They usually form the climax to some 
glorious piece of reasoning, or to some amazing 
contemplation of divine glory, and they also 
form the prelude to some correspondingly noble 
piece of practice. The “wherefore” stands be- 
tween truth and life and binds them into union. 
The apostle Paul does not loosely place his 
practices on the surface of things, or hearsay, 
or on current custom, or on popular tradition. 
He digs deep into the nature of things and he 
builds his practice on the eternal rock. 

You have a very impressive example of all 
this in his letter to the Romans. “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies a living sacrifice to 
God.” 

And here again, in the letter before us, the 
“wherefore” stands between the great inher- 
itance and an appropriate service. The apos- 
tle has been leading the thoughts of his fellow 
disciples to the wonders of the empty tomb, to 
the majesty of the risen Lord, to the manifested 
conquest of death, and to the marvelous shar- 
ing of that conquest by the spiritual friends of 
the Lord. Just when their minds and hearts 
are full of the bright and conquering glory, he 
deftly uses one of his practical “wherefores,” 
and turns the power of their contemplation into 
ways of holy life and service. “Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmovable.” 
A victorious hope is born in an empty tomb, 
and it is perfected in a risen Lord. 

J. Well then, I want first of all to look at 
this great and shining background out of which 
the apostle draws the strength and assurance 


“Now is Christ risen from the 
dead; wherefore!” His practical conclusions 
spring from that major premise. He finds his 
hope in the light which flowed from that empty 
tomb, and he finds his strength in the life 
which emerged from that impotent grave. 

Now I wonder if you have noticed what a 
great space the resurrection of Jesus fills in 
the Acts of the apostles. The resurrection of 
Jesus stands in the Acts of the apostles like 
some magnificent peak which is never out of 
sight. The wonder of the resurrection was the 
one wonder in which all other wonders were 
born. When this wonder was shadowed every 
other wonder grew pale. When this wonder 
was questioned every other wonder shrank. 
When this wonder was denied every other 
wonder died. “If Christ be not risen!” Then 
everything withered away. I say this was the 
fontal wonder in which every apostolic hope and 
aspiration had its birth. “Now is Christ risen 
from the dead?” 

1. Why did they give the resurrection of 
Jesus this emphatic pre-eminence? I will men- 
tion just two reasons which are given in the 
Word of God. First of all, if Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead then death is not the master. 
Death, himself, has a master, for there is One 
stronger than he. And yet, how very strong is 
death, even when he comes to us very quietly, 
as it were on tip-toe, and just touches us 
lightly on the sleeve. The strength of the touch 
can loose the silver cord and break the pitcher 
at the fountain. How very strong he is, and we 
cannot escape by crossing the border or by 
changing our rank. We may run away to 
southern climes or we may visit cooler climes, 
or we may climb the social rank until we are 
near to him who holds the golden ball, and 
yet Death’s finger may touch us as lightly as a 
caress, and we are gone. I do not wonder that 
Tennyson gathered up the common feeling re- 


of all his labor. 
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specting the ubiquitous and mighty presence 
and named him, “the terror feared of man.” 

But if Christ be risen from the dead, then, 
after all, Death is not the master; there is one 
stronger than he. “He could not be holden of 
death.” Death’s icy fingers could not retain 
him in their grasp. Jesus threw Death’s bonds 
asunder as Samson broke the withes which 
bound him. And thus it is that when Death 
visits my home, or when I stand by an open 
grave, or when I foresee the days of my own 
decline, and I hear the Christian assurance 
which rings from the Saviour’s empty tomb: 
“Death is not the master, he is only the servant 
of the master,” then the world is transformed 
and decline is only the preparation for trans- 
lation, and the apparent defeat at the end of 
the day is only glorious promotion. “O Death, 
where is thy sting?” 

2. And the second reason why the apostles 
gave the resurrection of Jesus such.outstanding 
prominence is this: if Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, Sin is not the master. It looked as 
though Sin were the only master round about 
the Cross on Calvary. When I listened to that 
noisy, flippant, self-satisfied crowd which 
surged about that Cross, when I see the con- 
summation of their malice and mischief, when 
I hear their triumphant ribaldry, and their 
mocking laughter, and their brutal jeers, I say 
to myself: “Sin has conquered.’ And when 
I look at him upon the Cross, and then at his 
broken-hearted mother, and at the weeping 
women who remained faithful to an apparently 
lost cause, I again say to myself: “Sin has con- 
quered, and the beast is triumphant.” 

But if, after all their maledictions and blas- 
phemies; if, after they had done their 
worst; if, after death and burial, Jesus Christ 
emerged from the grave not a pale and crawl- 
ing weakling but gloriously alive and the foun- 
tain of glorious life, then Sin is not the master, 
but mastery belongs to the Lord of holiness, the 
sovereign of infinite grace and love. 

The Lord of resurrection was the master of 
Death, and he was also the master of Sin, and 
it was that great fact of the resurrection, a 
Jesus stronger than Death or hell, which made 
the Christian church, and recreated multitudes 
of lives. And it is the same fact and the same 
conviction, which revolutionize and transform 
any lives in which they take a sovereign place. 
There is an incident in the life of my great 
predecessor in the church of Birmingham which 
illustrates precisely what I mean. He was writ- 
ing an Easter sermon, and when half-way 
through, the thought of the risen Lord broke in 
upon him as it had never done before. “ ‘Christ 
is alive,’ I said to myself. ‘Alive!’ And then 
I paused; ‘Alive,’ and then I paused again; 
‘Alive!’ Can that really be true? Living as 
really as I myself am? I got up and walked 
about repeating, ‘Christ is living, Christ is liv- 
ing.’ At first it seemed strange and hardly 
true, but at last it came before me as a burst 
of sudden glory. ‘Jesus Christ is living.’ It 
was to me a new discovery. I thought that all 
along I had believed it, but not until that mo- 
ment had I felt sure about it.” 

Such has been the power of the resurrection 
of Jesus when realized in human life. “Thou 
hast conquered, pale Galilean.” “Now is 
Christ risen from the dead.” That is the first 


great premise in my text. “Thank be unto God 
which giveth us the victory.” 

II. Now I can pass to the second premise. 
Christ is risen! Sin and Death are not the 
master. “Ye know that your labors are not 
in vain in the Lord.’ Let us try to get into the 
spirit of that assurance. The apostle is writ- 
ing to a little company of Christians at Corinth. 
There they were in that dissolute city, a city 
whose life was tricked out in flushed sensa- 
tions, and in tinseled gaieties, wearing blazing 
ornaments instead of shining graces. Corinth 
was like a corpse adorned with jewels. And in 
this Corinth was a little band of obscure Chris- 
tians, endowed with no social rank or prestige, 
and they were trying to make the city sweet 
and clean like unto the New Jerusalem. Now 
think of it. If Christ were dead, if all that was 
left of him was buried away yonder in a Syrian 
grave, then the pity of it, and the tragedy of it, 
and the heart-break of it here in Corinth! 
Their labor was vain in a dead Lord. 

Or look you, again. Go down to the Bowery 
Mission or to the Mission in Water street. 
Watch the people, the human wreckage which 
drifts on to that hospitable shore. There they 
are, all of them broken up, their passions often 
riotous, their wills smashed like broken pro- 
pellers, their consciences like a deranged com- 
pass, and their affections like furnace-fires that 
have almost died out. And there you have a 
little company of rescue-workers, humble, 
earnest followers of Jesus Christ, and it is 
their purpose to mend these human wrecks, 
nay, to recreate them and to send them out 
again on the high seas to do rescue work for 
others. Now think of Water street and then 
think this; if Christ Jesus is dead, if he has 
crumbled away in Syrian soil, then the pity of 
it, the harrowing heart-break of it! Their la- 
bor is vain in a dead Lord. 

And here, too, in congregations like this to 
which I am now speaking, where humanity can 
appear outwardly decent while it is morally 
and spiritually ruined, and where minds can 
be the dark chambers of evil designings or the 
stalking-grounds of disturbing ghosts, and 
where hearts can be blazing with unclean and 
passionate fire, here, too, in this place, the 
ministry is to seek to awaken in the name of 
Jesus, and to re-create in the grace and power 
of Jesus, and to restore to marred and broken 
humanity the strength and beauty of Jesus. 
But “if Christ be not risen,” if all he was is 
“blown by the desert dust,” then the pity of it, 
and the tragedy of it, and can any lot be more 
pathetic than a lot like mine? All my labor is 
vain in a dead Lord. 

But let us drop this dark and depressing ne- 
gation. If Jesus Christ emerged from the grave 
not only alive but the Lord and fountain of 
life, having beaten Sin and Death, and if he is 
now gloriously regnant and spiritually active, 
then to that little church in Corinth we must 
add the risen Lord, and it is not Sin and it is 
not Death which is the biggest thing in that 
city, but the sinless sacrificial Lord who beat 
them both. And down in Water street it is not 
Sin nor Death which is the biggest thing but 
the Lord of love, and the love of the Lord who 
put Sin and Death beneath his feet. And here 
in this church, and churches like it, where our 
material advantages are so great and where 
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our outward decencies can so often hide our 
shame, Sin and Death are not the biggest 
things but the risen Lord who broke the bonds 
of Death, and who gloriously triumphed over 
Sin in every part of the field. “Christ is alive,” 
cries the apostle Paul. “Christ is alive and 
reigning,” and therefore ye know that “your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


III. Now then, to the practical conclusion. 
You have the risen, living Lord. You know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord.” Such is the heartening conclu- 
sion drawn from the premises which I have 
named, and such are to be the characteristics 
of faithful disciples who worship the risen 
Lord, and who believe that his resurrection- 
power supports the labors of all who serve him 
in sincerity and in truth. “The Lord is risen.” 
“Your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” “Be 
ye stedfast and unmovable.” The two words 
are slightly different colored expressions of the 
same counsel. The first word, “stedfast,” 
means not to play with a thing, not to flirt 
with it, but to settle down to it like men enter- 
ing into serious and deliberate business. And 
the second word, “unmovable,’ means not to be 
a vagrant, moving about from place to place, 
but to be tenacious, consistent, holding on to a 
thing with a bull-dog’s grip. And so if we put 
these contents together we have this compo- 
site counsel—settle down to the holy business 
of Christian life and Christian service, and 
stick to it with ceaseless and unfailing 
tenacity. 


“The Lord is risen.” “Your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Settle down, therefore, 
tenaciously, to the labor of sweetening and 
beautifying your own life. Set to work as you 
would set to work at an unkempt garden. Weed 
your life; get hold of some weed of ill prejudice 
and hang on to it stedfastly and immovably 
until by the power of the living Christ you have 
it out to the last fibre of the last rootlet, and it 
is all cast away to the devouring flames. Get 
hold of some ungainly growth in your life, 
some mighty un-Christian habit, and by the 


power of the living Christ have it out. March 
up to some pool of bitterness which is souring 
your life like a rancid and unclean pool in the 
garden of the soul, and by the grace of the 
risen Lord never rest until that pool is as pure 
as the “river of the water 6f life, clear as crys- 
tal.” But especially, go up to that thing in your 
life, that ugly thing which has mastered you so 
often that you have begun to think it can 
never be dislodged. “The Lord is risen.” That 
ugly thing is not the master; have it out, and 
by the power of the living Lord fling it to the 
flames of Gehenna where the fire is never 
quenched. Inspect every corner of the ruined 
or disordered garden in your soul, and with a 
tenacity fiercer even than that of Death itself, 
resolve that by the power of the risen Lord the 
garden shall become fair and sweet and beau- 
tiful as the paradise of God. 


“The Lord is risen.” “Your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” Settle down, therefore, to 
the labor of sweetening and beautifying the 
lives of others. It may be that these others are 
just your own little children. “Be ye stedfast, 
unmovable.” It may be that they are the chil- 
dren of others, or it may be that you are called 
to labor among those whose evil habits are full- 
grown and matured. You have to deal with 
crooked trees and not with biased saplings. 
Well, whatever it be, settle down to it. Do.not 
flirt with it, do not play with it! “The Lord is 
risen.” The resurrection power is thine! Lay 
hold of thy task. Let no worldly glittering 
thing ensnare thee from thy grip. Hang on to 
it day after day, week after week, year after 
year, until thy God shall give thee rest, and 
thy handiwork shall satisfy Him who called 
thee to his service. 


“The Lord is risen!” In the power of the 
risen Lord we can fight every battle and win 
the long campaign. In the power of the resur- 
rection every circumstance can be mastered, 
and every outstanding barrier in life and in 
death can be overcome. 


“Strong in the Lord of Hosts 
And in his mighty power, 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror.” 


Magazine Articles of Value to Ministers 


The Century, March. 35 cents. ‘ 
Our Prison Problem, Gov. Charles S. Whitman, 
The Japanese Menace, Thos. F. Millard. The 
Island and the Continent at War, J. Russell 
Smith. The Workingman in War-Times, Har- 
rison Smith. 


McClure’s, March. 10 cents. ; 
Easy Alimony, Anna Steese Richardson. 


Woman’s. Home Companion, March. 15 cents. 
Woman ahd Preparedness, Agnes Repplier. 


Missionary Review of the World, March. 
cents. 
Thrilling Experiences in Van, by a missionary 
who has passed through three massacres. The 
Women of Mexico, Mrs. John W. Butler. Re- 
ligious Work in the Canal Zone, Rev. George 
S. Webster, 


The World Outlook, March. 15 cents. 
The Romance of the Export Road, John Chap- 
man. Brotherhood Fellows Where Athletics 
Lead the Way, Maynard Owen Williams. 
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The Atlantic Monthly, March. 35 cents 
Americanism, Agnes Repplier. Our Drifting 
Civilization, L. P. Jacks. The Syrian Christ, 
Abraham Rihbany. The Still Small Voice, John 
Burroughs... Guests, Laura Spencer Portor. 
Woman and Religions, Bernard Iddings Bell. 

The American Magazine, March. 15 cents. 

“The World Is Mine,” Albert W. Atwood. Be- 
lieving and Doing—Burns of the Mountains, 
Emerson ‘Hough. 

The Biblical World, March. 25 cents 
The Downtown Church, John Gardner, D. D. 
The Supremacy of the Bible, Joseph Fort New- 
ton, 

Seribner’s Magazine, March. 25 cents. 

Bird Refuges of Louisiana, Theodore Roose- 
velt, 

The: National Geographic Magazine, 
25 cents. 


February. 


How Old Is Man? Theodore Roosevelt. The 
Cradle of Civilization, James Baikie. Pushing 
Back History’s Horizon, Albert T. Clay. 
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The Moral Menace of Uncensored Moving Pictures 
Albert Sidney Gregg 


Throughout America, and in fact all over 
the civilized world, a storm of protest is aris- 
ing against demoralizing moving pictures that 
bodes ill for producers and exhibitors. Every- 
where the power of protest and a more drastic 
censorship is being invoked. Warnings. are be- 
ing sounded by influential newspapers that 
have hitherto ignored this form of amusement. 

To quote one of its writers, New Zealand 
“is sick of the rubbish America has been pour- 
ing into the country and has established a gov- 
ernment censorship.” 


Australia has imposed an import 
against films as a means of defense. 

Even in the midst of war, France finds time 
to protest against the salacious American pic- 
ture. 

In Great Britain the leading national daily 
and Sunday newspapers are in open revolt, 
and are pleading for government aid to cripple 
the American trade in objectionable films. 

At home in America, state and municipal 
censors are attempting to eliminate the demor- 
alizing picture exhibitions, but with indifferent 
success. 

Ministers and churches are also awakening 
to the fact that the Sunday exhibitions are 
undermining the Sabbath and interfering with 
church attendance, and attempts are being 
made in a number of places to close the movie 
houses on Sunday. 

Attack on Sunday Shows. 


Great encouragement has been given to the 
church forces in stopping Sunday exhibitions 
by a decision of Supreme Court Justice Irving 
R. Devendorf, Syracuse, N. Y., who on Febru- 
ary 21, ruled in a test case “that labor per- 
formed in connection with a moving picture 
show is not needful for the good order, health 
or comfort of the community.” This gives the 
church people of New York a weapon for clos- 
ing the Sunday picture shows in that state 
under the common labor law. A similar ruling 
was made by the Ohio attorney-general a year 
or more ago, but there has not been a very se- 
rious effort in that state to take advantage of 
the ruling. However, the feeling of protest is 
rising and will be heard in the next general as- 
sembly. 


duty 


Federal Supervision. 


Little can be expected of the “National Board 
of Censorship” because it is an unofficial body 
supported by moving picture producers, and 
there is not much hope in state censorship be- 
cause of politics. The best plan we know of is 
the proposed federal supervision of moving 
pictures which we sincerely hope will be 
adopted at this session of Congress. The Smith- 
Hughes bills, which embody this plan, provide 
for the appointment by the President, of five 
commissioners, and a supplementary force of 
advisory commissioners and deputy commis- 
sioners to be appointed by the commission. 
This commission is required to license all films 
intended for interstate commerce or which are 
to be offered for copyright “unless it finds that 
such film is obscene, indecent, immoral, in- 
human, or depicts a bull fight or a prize fight, 
or is of such a character that its exhibition 
would tend to impair the health or corrupt the 


morals of children or adults or incite to 
crime.” 

A film that has not been licensed is excluded 
from interstate commerce, and shall be refused 
a copyright. The exhibition of unlicensed 
films at places of amusement for pay in the 
District of Columbia, or in any of the territor- 
ies of the United States, or any place under the 
jurisdiction of the United States is prohibited. 
The penalty for a violation of this act is a fine 
of not more than $500 or imprisonment for not 
more than one year or both, and the confisca- 
tion of the films used illegally. Expenses of 
the commission are to be met by charging a fee 
for the license. 

Only One-Fourth “Good.” 

Deceit, intrigue, jealousy, treachery, and 
suggestive love making are the principal in- 
gredients of over half the moving pictures ex- 
hibited to millions of people daily. Dr. M. P. 
Shawkey, superintendent of the Department of 
Education of West Virginia, recently caused 
a survey to be made of the programs presented 
by picture shows on a leading street of 
Charleston covering a period of one month. He 
found that 25 per cent, only, could be classed 
as “good” and that 75 per cent were “very 
bad.” Cigarettes were shown in 35 per cent, 
drink in 50 per cent, and gun play and murder 
in 50 per cent. 

“Trash” Flung on the Canvas. 

In a hearing on the Ahearn bill to censor 
moving pictures in New York, Rey. Father 
Joseph A. Dunney, inspector of parochial 
schools of the diocese of Albany, who studied 
the question from the view point of his 22,000 
school children said: 

“To take the open view, the movies are pri- 
marily a money making proposition. It is in- 
herently false to say that they are either edu- 
cational or artistic. Where 6,000 reels are 
produced in a year, it is impossible to procure 
these results; facts prove it. Nine out of ten 
films are shady and make appeal to a low in- 
telligence. Not one in fifty has either form or 
finish. A sop is thrown to the respectable now 
and then but it is not more than a sop. Movies 
are made not to uplift, nor to educate, but to 
pay a return on invested capital. Box office 
returns are the chief consideration. 

“Tt will not down to call up an odd respecta- 
ble movie to justify the trash that is flung on 
the canvas. The old dime novel and nickel 
shocker were Sunday School weeklies along- 
side of the stuff that is now projected to appeal 
to the imagination and the consciences of the 
unwary. I have no hesitation in saying that 
the greatest enemy we have to encounter in our 
educational activity for clean, strong character 
building is the uncensored movie.” 

Moving picture producers and exhibitors are 
doing their utmost to prevent censorship of 
any kind that will really censor, and are 
strongly opposed to the Federal bill. Church 
and moral leaders and good citizens every- 
where should rally to the support of this méas- 
ure at once by adopting resolutions and sending 
petitions, letters and telegrams to members of 
Congress and United States Senators urging 
them to support the Federal bill to censor 
moving picture films. 
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THE WAR AS GOD'S CRUCIBLE 


REV. W. M. CLOW, D. D., LONDON, ENGLAND 


No one can doubt that this war is God’s 
crucible for Christendom. We can mark some- 
of the features of the life and faith of Chris- 
tendom which are in the crucible. 


, I. The first of these is our Christian civiliza- 
tion. Two years ago, the assertion that our 
civilization had become securely Christian 
would have won an instant assent. Books were 
published which declared that the awful cost 
of war—not merely its material, but its moral 
cost—would be an almost insuperable barrier 
to its happening. We are told that the nations 
were so closely bound together by commerce, 
and has so many common interests in art and 
science and literature, and had joined hands 
in prosecuting so many moral ventures, that 
plainly the wolf in man was tamed and the 
tiger lust had been quenched * * * * This Chris- 
tian civilization was manifest in the wiser laws, 
and humaner manners and the swifter sympa- 
thies of our time. It had been concretely ex- 
-pressed in Peace Conferences, where treaties 
and rules had publicly banned the methods of 
barbarism. But when this Christian civiliza- 
tion has been put into God’s crucible, what 
have we found? * * * It is God separating be- 
tween the false and the true, the precious and 
the vile. It is God discerning between those 
who serve him and those who serve him not. 
It is God searching and testing and casting 
out the dross. Whatever may be the result of 
this war, this is clear; that men will come to 
_ understand what is Christian in our civilization 

and what is pagan. The conscience is being 
educated. Things that are base are being ex- 
posed. In days to come, men will look back to 
this war and mark it as the epoch when the 
refiner separated between the silver and the 
dross. ; 

II. Another thing in the crucible is our na- 
tional idea of life. Everything in our country, 
our mode of government, the body of our laws, 
the Christian church and its ministry and its 
service, our customs in business, the relation- 
ships of man to man and of man to woman, and 
rich to poor—are all being searched and tested, 
and the alloy in them is being declared. But 
what is enduring the fiercest of these cleansing 
fires is our national idea of life. We had al- 
most lost sight, in these last prosperous years, 
when wealth was increasing, and ease had be- 
come the common lot, of any ideal of life at all. 
It was a common remark that the poet of the 
farther vision found few to listen to his sing- 
ing. The teachers who were prophets of re- 
buke and appeal were as much neglected as the 
Hebrew prophets were by Israel. The men 
who endeavored to quicken the national con- 
science, to call men to live in faith in the un- 
seen and to deal in a gracious sacrifice with 
their fellows, were heard, but their appeal was 
greatly unheeded. Our national ambitions were 
shot through with a haughty imperialism, and 
our colonies and dominions had become our 
pride, and had acquired a new value as sources 
of wealth. Many of the gains of the rich were 
unjust in their excess and base in their source. 


Text: “He shall sit as a refiner.” Malachi 
B30. 


The pursuit of pleasure not always pure, the 
craving for ease which often became sloth, the 
gust of luxury which soon became wastefulness 
and profligacy, characterized all ranks and 
classes of the people. The simple, self-deny- 
ing, austere life of earlier days found its com- 
mendation only in the pathetic recitals of our 
romantic writers, which is the surest proof that 
these simpler ways belong to the past. Most 
degrading of all was the easy tolerance with 
our national vice. All Christian people and all 
men of earnest mind knew that drunkenness 
was wasting the treasure, impoverishing the 
well-being, corrupting the bodies and ruining 
the souls of the people. Yet their pleading 
voices availed little in the legislature, and 
availed less with large masses of the people. 
But this gross-passioned and earthly ideal has 
been put into God’s crucible. Now, as never 
before, there has been passed a condemnation 
on our imperial ambitions, our unjust profits, 
our trivial pleasures, and, above all, on this 
devasting vice of drunkenness. Even the 
dullest minds, even the minds which have been 
given over to secular ideals of life, have been 
purged of some of the alioy of their thoughts. 
Already a new ideal of what life should be has 
begun to dawn on men’s minds, and the day 
may come when even those who go down to 
their grave in sorrow may understand the 
grace of God when he puts a national ideal into 
his crucible. 


III. A third thing in the crucible is the faith 
of the Gospel. By the Gospel we mean that 
love of God in Christ to sinful men wrought 
out in his life, perfected in his death, made ap- 
pealing by his Word, so that God and man have 
been reconciled, and the word of the Gespel 
is the call to believe and to be at peace with 
him. Has that message been heard with any 
clear and urgent note in recent years? Has 
the Christian church generally been insistent 
in the proclamation of the Evangel? Have not 
other gospels which, as Paul say, are not gos- 
pels at all, been preached with eagerness and 
heard with complacency? It is certain that 
one of the truths on which the Gospel depends 
has been ignored, if not denied, in many 
quarters in the last twenty years. That truth 
is that the world is a lost and ruined world; 
that man, by nature, is evil and needs to be 
redeemed. The truths of human depravity and 
moral impotence have been fading out of many 
minds. By human depravity is not meant that 
human-nature is wholly evil. There is ever 
the quenchless thirst for righteousness, the en- 
during, if at times dormant, passion for God. 
By human depravity is meant that everything 
in man down to the core of his being is tainted 
by evil, and that he has a bias to inquity. 
“When I would do good, evil is present with 
me.” 

But the teaching of late years has been that 
man at the heart of him is pretty good after all. 
All he needs is a new social order, a more 
gracious environment, a better home, a larger 
wage, a wiser education, a more ample leisure, 
and he will set out on the moral pilgrimage. 
No man who looks into the lives of those who 
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possess all that earth and time can give, and 
no man who recalls his own past life and looks 
into his own heart, can be cajoled into believ- 
ing this untruth. Yet for years it has been 
the latent principle of much of our action and 
our thought, and it has corrupted the Chris- 
tian faith. 

Iv. Another thing in the crucible is the indi- 
vidual character. Every one of us is being 
searched, tested and discovered. God is sepa- 
rating, by this war, between the silver and 
the dross of character in each man. Here, on 
the one side, is the man who is hoarding his 
gains and yet stinting his gifts to the homes 
of the desolate. Here is the man who is car- 
rying on not only business but pleasure as 
usual. God is separating between men and 
the one he is casting out as dross, and the 
other he cherishes as silver. 

The Hebrew prophet wrote that God “sits 


as a refiner.’ He is declaring God’s patience 
as he waits and watches. All of us are praying 
our daily prayer for peace. We long for the 
time when the tranquil blue of heaven will 
again be overspread and nations will dwell in 
brotherhood not of worldly interest, not of law 
and treaty, not of blood, but a brotherhood in 
Christ. But God will not send peace until the 
work of the crucible is done. As one looks 
abroad upon the nation, and its ideal of life, 
and as one sees so much rebellion against truth 
and purity, so much self-indulgence, and so 
much neglect of the Word of Christ, the prayer 
for a speedy peace is sometimes checked and 
transformed into a petition that in the midst 
of wrath God will remember mercy, and that by 
his grace we shall abide the fire of his crucible, 
so that we may come forth with a new faith in 
the great certainties, and a new passion for 
likeness unto his Son.- 


Outlines: 


Lenten Talks 


Rev. Harvey C. Bream 


A Call From The Cross. 
The “Seven Words.” 
I. Charity. 


Luke 23:34. 


“Rather, forgive them for they know not what 
they do.” 

When men, in their bitter hatred and cruel an- 
ger, forgot whose mighty form they were nailing 
to the cross, there rose above the noise of the 
hammer and the jeers of the crowd the great 
words of charity. 

1. A call upon his Father. Jesus, even in the 
moment of intense pain, begins his pleading 
with the Father in behalf of sin-hardened men. 

2. Christ’s hunger for men. Forgiveness— 
“Forgive them.” Jesus here places before God 
the message he gave to the world. John 3:16. 

8. Failure of men to understand Christ. “They 
know not what they do.” 


A Call From The Cross. 
II. Mercy. 
Luke 23:43. 


“Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” 


1. Mercy comes at once. Today. “Today is 
salvation come.” The joy of prompt payment. 
2. Its direct reward. Thou. * * Not only 


does reward come at once, but it comes to the 
worthy individual. “As thou hast been faithful 
over the few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many * * * enter thou.” 


8. Its co-operation. “With me.” A partner 
with Jesus Christ, 
4. Its home. Paradise. 


A Call From The Cross. 
Ill. Filial Piety. 
John 19:26, 28, 

“Woman, behold, thy son! Behold, thy mother!” 

When all the thoughts of fleeting life pass 
through his mind; when his body is racked with 
pain; when his ears are filled with the jeers of 
men; when his heart is overflowing with prayers 
of forgiveness; he remembers those who meant 
most to him in this life. 

_1. Mother. That woman who walked through 
life with a sword pointed at her heart; mother 
—who from the first received a message of all 
that she would have to see—yet didn’t under- 
stand. 

2. Son. “That disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
That disciple who leaned on Jesus’ breast. We 


are all, sons, 

3. Protection. He gave them to each other. 
So we should protect those into whose lives 
come sudden and heart-felt disappointment and 
sorrow. 

A Call From The Cross. 
IV. Agony of Christ, 
John 19:28, 
“T thirst.” 


1. Natural thirst. “As a hart panteth after 
the water brooks, so panteth my goul after thee.” 
Everything that has life, has thirst. 


2. Unnatural thirst. Wounded beasts or birds 
or men seek for water to lave their parched and 
fevered tongues. Luke 15:17. A life mis-spent 
thirsts for the better things. 

3. Spiritual thirst. “Lord give me this wa- 
ter.” John 4:15. Longing for that which we do 
not ‘possess. Spiritual agony. Longing to be 
like the Christ; longing to be of help to our fel- 
lowmen. Peter on the Sea of Galilee could cry, 
“Lord help or I perish.” 


A Call From The Cross. 
V. Humanity of Christ, 
Mark, 15:34. 
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 


me?” 
“My God, my God.” He 


1. The only hinge: 
still recognizes a force above. The vast shadow 
“Why hast thou?” 


of death. He needs help. 

2. The only challenge: 

Never before in Christ’s life have we heard him 
challenge the watchfulness of his God. So many 
times we feel the same way. Jesus seemed to 
have turned a deaf ear to the Syrophoenician 
woman. God tried him as he tried the Syrophoen- 
ician woman. So he tries us. 

3. The only physical cry. “Forsaken me.” 
Oh, the utter hopelessness of it all! You have 
helped me until this hour, now when you could 
have proven a great thing, you are gone! We 
think our friends have failed us. When we think 
of Christ feeling the same pang, we ought to un- 
derstand him better. “He took upon himself our 
afflictions.” 


A Cali From The Cross. 
VI. Perfection, 
John 19:30. 


“Tt is finished.” 

1. Fulfillment of all things. “I came not to 
destroy, but to fulfill.” Matt. 5:17, 

2.- Did all things well. Mark 7:37. 


3. All knowledge. “Never man g§ ke.” 
John 7:46, . eee 

4. All authority. “Taught as one having au- 
thority.” Matt. 7:29, 


A Call From The Cross. 
VII. True Sonship. 
Luke 23:46. 


“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

1. Sonship in living. Jesus always tried to 
have people feel that he was part of God. “I 
and my Father are One.” Always partners. 

2. Sonship in leadership. “I am the Way.” 
“I am the Good Shepherd.” “I am the Light.” 

8. Sonship in sacrifice. Into thy hands I give 
my all. “Honor thy father and thy mother.” A 
willing sacrifice—I give my all. 

4. Sonship in reunion. After all anguish had 
passed and all doubts, Father and Son unite, and 
the Father draws across it all his great shield. 
“Come up higher.” 
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Is The Layman A Factor In Evangelism? 
W. G. A. Millar, Purchasing Agent, The American Bridge Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“God hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ. Be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. 
5:18, 20. 

“The world needs apostles of reconciliation.” 
_—John R. Mott. 

What Is Evangelism? 

It is the “earnest effort of itinerant evan- 
gelists.” (Dictionary). It is going about telling 
others the good news (Gospel) that Jesus 
Christ has brought salvation to mankind. 

1. Is the layman a factor in this evangelism? 
We answer “No, he is not.” While there are 
some men in all religious denominations who 
are trying to win others yet as a class the lay- 
man is not a “factor” in soul winning. 

Reader, how many men in your’ church 
brought a soul to Christ last week or even 
scattered the Gospel “Seed” to bring about that 
result? Have you the courage to ask your 
Elders, Deacons or Trustees this question? It 
is a spiritual paradox that the more we give 
- out Christ and his truth to others, the more 
our souls are fed by the Bread of Life. If you 
doubt it, try it! 

“He that loseth his life (in service) for my 
sake shall find it.” Matt. 10:39. Find your 
success in life, which is discovering God’s plan 
for your life and then carrying out that plan. 
But the condition of finding that plan is first a 
willingness on your part to live it. 


2. Why is the layman not a factor in evan- 
gelism? He doesn’t know that he can be. He 
considers evangelism as something oniy for 
specially trained ministers and missionaries. 
He has not been told by his pastor that he can 
do his work. Reader, will you tell him? 

The true reason, however, is that he has no 
real desire to bring souls to Christ. He has 
never caught the vision of this kind of service. 
Why? Because his will has not been sur- 
rendered to Christ. 


The secret of winning men is the yielded or 
surrendered will. Such a life offers no re- 
sistance to God’s will and thereby becomes a 
channel of blessing to others. It is “non-re- 
sistance” and ‘preparedness’ working in com- 
plete harmony, as God daily prepares the many 
living a surrendered life, to be his ambassador. 

3. Why should the layman be a factor in 
evangelism? 

a. For Christ’s Sake. 

Jesus died that all mankind might be saved— 
“Who died for us that—we should live together 
with him.” 1 Thess. 5:10. 

' “They which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves but unto Him which died for 
them and rose again.” 2 Cor. 5:15. 

b. Because the Bible Commands and Teaches 
iG. 

“He hath put a new song in my mouth— 
many shall see it and fear and shall trust in 
Jehovah.” Psa. 40:3. 

“Come and hear—and I will declare what he 
hath done for my soul.” Psa. 66:16. 

“Tet the redeemed of Jehovah say so.” 
107:2. 


Psa. 


“Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters.” 
Isa. 32:20. ; 

“Thus saith Jehovah, Because ye speak this 
word, behold, I will make my words in thy 
mouth fire.” Jer. 5:14. 

“Come ye after me and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Matt. 4:19. 

“The Holy Spirit shall teach you—what ye 
ought to say.” Luke 12:12. ( 

“He that heareth, let him say “Come.” 
22:17. 

c. Because the World Needs Evangelizing. 

Jesus said to a layman “Go thou and publish 
abroad the Kingdom of God.” Luke 9:60. Who 
will tell the sinner that never enters a church 
about Christ if the Christian layman fails to 
do it? Sixty million people in the United 
States never enter a church. Who but a Chris- 
tian friend can reach the wealthy man who 
doesn’t know God? 

d. For His Own Sake the Laymen Should 
Witness for Christ. 

In this service his soul will grow in grace, 
his vision widen, faith deepen and the joy 
of Christ will fill his soul. As the body needs 
three essentials for health, namely, Food, Air 
and Exercise—so the soul of man has three 
corresponding requisites for growth: Food— 
the Bible; Air—to breathe the atmosphere of 
prayer; Exercise—to witness to others what 
Christ has done for the soul. 

Christianity is not an argument but an ex- 
perience. Tell it! 

4. How can the laymen be a factor in evan- 
gelism? 

First: Offer one’s self to God every morning 
for service that day, in sowing the seed of 
eternal life in other souls. 

Second: Obey every thought or impulse to 
speak to someone else, but do so with all the 
tact at your command, keeping self far in the 
background and holding up Jesus Christ ay the 
“Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

Third: Keep very humble and whatever suc- 
cess is obtained, give all glory, thanks and 
honor to Christ, who “worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure.” Phil. 
2:13. 

Fourth: Start today. Oh! How wonderfully 
God will use the man who wants to be used. 

Here are some recent examples showing how 
laymen can be aroused to action in soul win- 
ning: 

In a Y. M. C. A. office—l looked up from my 
desk to be introduced to a man who explained 
his visit as follows: “I heard you could help 
me—lI want to find God.” He added, “It’s drink, 
what can I do—it’s keeping me from God.” I 
asked him if he knew Jesus and he shook his 
head. I asked him if he wanted to know 
Him and he said “Yes,” and without another 
word was on his knees. I immediately joined 
him and we both prayed. As he finished he 
gave his heart to Jesus and arose and gave me 
his hand thanking me. 

In a prison—After the Sunday morning 
services at the jail we were going from cell to 
cell giving out the Word of God and passing 
tracts, when one of the prisoners spoke to me 
about his troubles. The other man in the cell 


Rev. 
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was an attentive listener and the Spirit 
prompted me to direct my conversation toward 
him. In answer to a question he said, “Yes, 
I know the power of Jesus, I tried it out for 
years but let go.” I saw immediately that there 
was a man under conviction of sin. “Won’t 
you come back now?” “Yes, by God’s help I 
will. Will you pray for me?” And together we 
knelt, one on one side of the bars, one on the 
other. Before I finished praying he began to 
pour out his heart to God and soon from be- 
hind the tears shone a new light and he arose 
from his knees, saying, “I know He saves and 
He has saved me.” 


In a church—At an evening meeting when 
the invitation was given I walked down the 
aisle and spoke to a number of people about 
their souls. At the rear of the building I no- 
ticed a young man who had been drinking, and 
asked him if he would like to lead a different 
life. He turned and said that he did not care 
to talk to me. I then pleaded with him to let 
me speak for a few minutes but he turned 
away. Two nights later this young man stopped 
me and asked if I was the man who was talk- 
ing with him on Tuesday night. I answered 
“Yes.” Then he said, “It is just like a dream 
what you said to me and I have been bothered 
a great deal about it. Will you tell it to me 
again?’ On Saturday evening I found him 
again. He said, “I am ready now, I have done 
what you told me, have been reading the Bible, 
and I am ready to accept Jesus as my Saviour.” 

In a Rescue Mission—Waiting one day in a 
business office, the door opened and a man 
entered who, one could see at a glance, was a 
“down-and-outer.” He had evidently been in 
a fight as his face was disfigured and he was 
under the influence of liquor. The next day he 
again walked into this office, perfectly sober, 
but poorly clad for such a cold day. I took him 
to a restaurant and there we had a good meal. 
I then asked him to go with me to the Mission. 
We went, and when the call came to give up 
the old life and to trust Christ for the future, 
it seemed as if he could not get to the altar 
quickly enough. After he had gotten down on 
his knees and prayed for himself, he received 
a Testament from the mission superintendent. 
This is one of the many miracles of grace, 
which show that the truth of Christianity is 
still as potent as in the days of the Apostles. 

On a train—It was in the sleeping car. As 
the porter made up the seats I moved over be- 
side another passenger and tried to read but 
an impulse came to me to speak to this young 
man. Not knowing how to begin, my first re- 
mark was, “We are 45 minutes late,” and this 
started the conversation. To my great surprise 
he said, “I am seeking light on how to find 
God.” He continued, “I read the Bible but do 
not get anywhere.” Then to this man I ex- 
plained the simplicity and the far-reaching ef- 
fect of the life surrendered to God, that only in 
the yielded will does a man find his life plan 
and the peace of God. This came to him as a 
new thought and as we parted he gave many 
expressions of appreciation that I had spoken 
to him. : 

Another train—in the dining car I handed 
the waiter a printed tract. After reading it he 
remarked, “I am a Christian and believe in this 
sort of thing.” I replied, “Have you ever 


brought anyone to Christ?” No, sir, I have © 
not.” “Would you like to?” “Yes I would.” 
I then handed him samples of other tracts 
which are being used with great success by 
members of the Men’s Personal Work League 
of the Central Y. M. ©. A., Pittsburgh. This 
waiter told me he was studying to be a doctor 
but as a Christian he would now include with 
the medical work the winning of men. Five 
minutes after I had returned to the sleeping 
car, two of the other waiters to whom this first 
waiter had already spoken, came looking for 
me and asked me for some of the printed tracts 
as they also wanted to get help. 

Finally: In these simple ways by using odd 
leisure moments the fires of evangelism are 
lighted in other lives. 

Reader, are you putting a heavenly torch to 
any cold or nearly burned out soul who should 
be a Beacon light on the shores of Eternity? 

Laymen, arise from your indifference and 
lethargy and claim this priceless heritage. No 
one can stop you telling other men about Jesus 
Christ, if you only want to do it. 

“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 
Psa. 126:5. 


Something strikingly attractive in the way of 
church bulletins, makes its first appearance in 
The Expositor on the inside front cover of this 
issue. Hi 

Judging from the photo-engraving shown 
there, it covers all the points essential to a 
complete bulletin for church, lawn or wall 
uses. 

The black letters on white background are 
certainly along the lines of the established 
custom of printing all publications with black 
on white, and a few lines in large letters are 
bound to be noticed and read by persons walk- 
ing or riding. 

An article in a recent issue of the Ladies’ 
Home Journal states that a certain church in 
one of the large Eastern cities inaugurated a 
campaign of church advertising, and increased 
their regular attendance of 13 to 25 up to 700 
their capacity. Incidentally, the change- 
able letter bulletin used by this church 
was manufactured by the same concern making 
the bulletins above referred to. You are in- 
vited to send to Ashtabula Changeable Sign 
Co., Box 105, Ashtabula, O., for Catalog 25. 


INSURANCE. 

It has been the good fortunate of the Editor 
to recommend to many readers The Presby- 
terian Ministers Fund, Commonwealth Bldg., 
Philadelphia, Pa. This company is spoken of 
very highly by insurance experts, and it is rec- 
ommended to readers of The Expositor for its 
low cost combined with safety. 

Mr. W. E. Underwood, insurance editor of 
The Independent, says: “The Presbyterian 
Ministers Fund of Philadelphia is a sound, well 
managed, old time life insurance company, 
ranking with the best in its service to stock- | 
holders.” 


OF COURSE. 
“Where are you going, my pretty maid?” 
“To the bargain sale, kind sir,” she said. 
“And what will you buy at the bargain sale?” 
“Things I don’t need, you inquisitive male.” 
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We have now arrived at the point in our 
year’s work where we ought to begin to see 
some real fruit from all our labors. Easter 
comes Sunday, the 23rd, and even if we have 


not yet done much in the way of preparation. 


we have time, even now, to lay belated plans 
for a rewarding service. 


In this number are suggestions for a satis- 
fying observance of Passion Week and Easter. 
Last month we also made note of ways to get 
the most out of these meetings. it is a great 
seasonal opportunity that pastors cannot af- 
ford to let pass. 

* * * * 


We have recently had the great privilege of 
engaging in deputation work for the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement, working up an interest 
in the Spokane convention. For three weeks 
we visited the smaller cities and towns in and 
around the big city carrying the message of the 
coming convention. 


The climax of the convention came at the 
last session when representatives of each de- 
nomination, through an appointed representa- 
tive, announced the purposes of their denomi- 
nations in carrying out the missionary pro- 
gram. One by one they faced the great audi- 
ence and reported in nearly every case that 
their denominational rally, held the evening 
before was the most remarkable meeting of 
the kind ever held. They all reported the adop- 
tion of two important resolutions, viz: 


1. To appoint a missionary committee in 
every church of their denomination. 

2. To plan and carry out an Every-Member- 
Canvass in each church. If these plans are ac- 
tually carried through, this great movement 
will wonderfully increase the efficiency of all 
our churches. 

We suggest that those who have not the 
opportunity of attending these meetings, avail 
themselves of the literature of the movement. 
Send to the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, 1 
Madison avenue, New York, for their list of 
publications. 

* * * * 

Again we thank those who have favored us 
with printed matter of various kinds. We 
hope those who have never sent us anything 
will do so this month. We especially desire 
copies of your Easter programs and accounts 
of your services. Send everything to Rev. E. A. 
King, 620 Malden Ave., Seattle, Washington. 


A SUGGESTIVE LENTEN PROGRAM. 

The First Church of Scituate, Mass., founded 
in 1635, last year celebrated her 28th decade. 
During the Lenten season special vesper 
services were held every Sunday afternoon, 
with sermons by neighboring ministers of va- 
rious denominations. The week preceding 
Palm Sunday was called the Week of Prepar- 
ation, and evangelistic services were held every 
evening. 


During Holy Week most of the services were 
conducted by laymen and were held every eve- 
ning except Saturday. On Good Friday night a 
liturgical service was held, the Words of 
Jesus from the Cross. It was prepared by the 
pastor.—Exchange. 


LEARNING OF CHRIST’S WORK DURING 
LENT. 


During one Lenten season at a church in 
Utica, New York, the mid-week meetings were 
devoted to getting better acquainted with the 
different phases of mission work in the city. A 
representative from the Salvation Army, the 
Rescue Mission, the Y. M. C. A., Hope Chapel 
(colored) and the Boy Scouts, each had an 
evening in which to explain the _ principal 
features. of his special line of work. One of 
the most telling and inspiring talks was given 
by a reformed “down and out’ from the Rescue 
Mission. These talks won many friends for 
these organizations, who heretofore have been 
indifferent to them. 


EASTER RECRUITS. 


We have always found people willing to join 
the church on Easter Sunday. Young men and 
women especially are more likely to join at 
this time than any other. The following 
covenant is suggested for the pastor’s use at 
this season of the year: 

My Easter Covenant. 

Easter Sunday, the most beautiful, the most 
inspiring, and the most hopeful of all the 
church festival days, is also the best day in the 
year to give myself to Christ and his service 
and to witness to his love shed abroad in my 
heart by uniting with his church. I, therefore, 
RANT) api WINEY ame eepaco uo ood ote + Church 
on Easter Sunday morning. 
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Address 


EASTER FINANCIAL SETTLEMENTS. 

Some church years end at Easter. We have 
just come upon a folder from the _ Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Somerset, Penn., that car- 
ries a page of unique interest. At the top is a 
small cut of “Jesus and the Rich Young Man,” 
under which are the words, “Your Account.” 
then follow these sentences: 

“The statement below shows your contribu- 
tions from January 1st to March 29th, inclu- 
sive. If it shows that you have neglected the 
worship of giving, you may make amends by 
the liberality of your offering on Easter Day.” 

Under this is the word “Statement” and then 
a ruled account blank with a place for 
“Names,” “General Fund” and “Benevolerices.” 
All the names of a family may be written in 
on this card. These, of course, are sent to the 
people by mail in ample time for payment. 
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HOW SOME PASTORS WON SOULS AT 
EASTER TIME.. 

Rev. Frank Fox, Sioux Falls, S. D., says: 

“We made Lent a time of special prayer and 
personal work—hand to hand, heart to heart 
and house to house. There were no extra serv- 
ices—special emphasis was placed on the reg- 
ular services. We observed Decision Day in 
Sunday School in this way: A week in advance 
I met the teachers and officers in my study and 
explained my plan. 


“Decision Day we met again in my study for 
prayer before going into the school. After two 
hymns and a brief prayer, I explained the Chris- 
tian life in its simplest terms; then I asked all 
who were members of the church to stand. 
Then they went to their class-rooms and each 
teacher dealt with her class as individuals. In 
the afternoon we met all who signed cards, or- 
ganizing them into a pastor’s class. Fifty-six 
united with the church, forty-six on confession.” 

Rev. S. K. Tompkins, of Bradford, Conn., 
says: 

“Our work was done in three ways: 

“1. Special sermons bearing on God, God in 
Christ, and devotion to Christ. 

“2. Approach to the older Sunday School 
classes through the teachers and one or more 
talks by the pastor to separate classes. 

“3. Individual workers getting names of ob- 
jective members from the pastor, who held a 
list always ready, and added to occasionally 
upon suggestion by church members.” 


Rev. H. Chidley, East Orange, N. J., says: 

“A Communicant Class meets every Sunday 
afternoon with me through Lent, at which I 
give a series of talks on: 

“1. What it means to be a Christian. 

“2. What it means to be a church member. 

“3. What it means to be a member of a Con- 
gregational church. 

“5, Aids to the Christian life.” 

“Rev. W. A. Rowell, of Beloit, Wis., writes as 
follows: 

“TJ preached through Lent on Jesus’ Call to 
a New Life—a study of Jesus’ call to: 


“1. John, Judas, Peter. 

“2. Nathaniel. 

“3. Nicodemus. 

“4, Woman of Samaria. 

“5. Blind Man. 

“6. Pilate. 

“7. Peter by the Sea; all in John’s Gospel. 


Hach sermon was a definite appeal to the peo- 
ple to enter a new life.”—Congregationalist. 


HOW THE PRINTERS HELP PASTORS. 

Good church printing is a wonderfully help- 
ful agency in building up any church, but there 
are many small cities and towns where it is not 
possible to obtain just what the church needs. 
For this reason there have arisen a number of 
large printing concerns that specialize on 
church printing. The prices are very reason- 
able. The Expositor has served to introduce 
many of these houses to pastors all over the 
country. For those who are looking for unique 
and attractive souvenir advertising for the 
Lenten and Haster seasons we recommend the 
following: 

Mayes’ Church Magazine Service, 411 S. Third 
St., Louisville, Ky. 


Woolverton Printing Co., Osage, Iowa. 

Salem D. Towne, 203 Sudbury Bldg., Boston, 
Mass. \ 

Jos. E. Bausman, 542 East Girard Ave., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Goodenough & Woglom Company, 122 Nassau 
St., New York. 

Harrison Printing & Advertising Company, 
Union City, Ind. ‘ 

We suggest that you send to J. E. Bausman 
for his “Easter Cluster,” and to Goodenough & 
Woglom Co., for a list of their electros suitable 
for illustrating Easter programs. 


FOR YOUR EASTER CALENDAR. 
On Haster Sunday let us think: 


Of Him in honor of whose perfect life and 
glorious resurrection carols ascend and flowers 
breathe forth their beauty and fragrance. 

Of the God who sent him to confirm the hopes 
of the human race in the reality of the life be- 
yond death. 

Of the risen Christ’s continued manifesta- 
tion of himself through the pardon, the peace, 
the comfort and the power which he bestows 
upon his disciples. 

Of the spiritual kingdom now being built up 
on the earth, and slowly but surely supplanting 
empires founded on force and greed. 

Of the beloved friends gone into the unseen 
world, still near us, still loving and needing 
us, but rejoicing in the richer, fuller life of 
the realm into which they have entered. 

Of homes and hearts this last winter bereft 
of their dearest ones. 

Of those hovering between life and death, 
and those who watch anxiously by their bed- 
sides. 

Of all who will spend Easter Sunday in pris- 
ons and hospitals, and the great army of those 
shut away by age and infirmity from the world’s 
busy life. 

Of victims of recent disasters on land and 
sea, and of all in any way affected by such 
calamities. 

Of human need and loneliness in any part of 
the world which we can alleviate. 

Of the joy and hope in millions of hearts to- 
day because of the Christ who died and rose 
again. 

Of the final certain triumph of good over evil, 
right over wrong, life over death.—Exchange. 


SPLENDID EASTER PRINTING. 


We have received a bundle of samples from 
the Woolverton Press, of Osage, Iowa. It con- 
tains some of the best Haster messages for pas- 
tors we have seen. One of these is a typewrit- 
ten letter ready to be signed by the pastor. It 
is called Easter Letter Number 12, and may be 
had at 50 cents per hundred. They will add 
name, city and date for twenty-five cents extra. 

In this package also came the following 
unique notice to use in advertising a revival. 
We have never seen anything so attractive, and 
reproduce the design here. It is possible to 
purchase “cuts” from them to illustrate your 
Easter printing. The “Revival Invitation” is as 
follows, and may be had at $1.50 per 100, you 
to furnish copy. They would also make a splen- 
did announcement card for Passion Week serv- 
ice and Waster meetings. 
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REVIVAL 


! indenwald Methodist 


E. Fairview Ave. 


January 17 to 31 


1:30 spam: 


J. R. WYND Pastor - Evangelist 


Short, Spicy Speeches 


COME 


A SPLENDID “EVERY MEMBER CANVASS” 
LETTER. 

Rev. Hugh Elmer Brown, pastor of Pilgrim 
Church, Seattle, recently completed a very 
successful Every Member Canvass on a Sunday 
afternoon. Forty men started from the church 
in automobiles, and nearly covered the entire 
parish. 

Mr. Brown’s letter to his people requesting 
them to remain at home and welcome the can- 
vassers is a model of its kind, and we reproduce 
it here because every member canvasses will 
be going on all the early months of the year: 
My Dear Friend and Co-Worker: 

’ A Happy Greeting to You and Yours! 

I am coming to you in this manner asking 
you to be at home next Sunday afternoon from 
three to five o’clock. “There is a Reason.” 
Forty of our fine Pilgrim men are going to leave 
the church in automobiles at three o’clock and 


go, two by two, in a cheerful effort to complete - 


the canvass for our 1916 budgets. It will be a 
busy afternoon for them. None of them relish 
the work of soliciting pledges. But they are 
willing, because they love Pilgrim and want to 
see her do her share in the new year. 

I feel sure that you will plan to be at home 
and give a friendly welcome to the two men; 
that you will give them such cordial reception 
as will make them enjoy, what for most of them 
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is a new kind of church work. Ask them ques- 
tions right and left; find out the facts about 
where our money is to go. And do your level 
best to make some pledge to both budgets. We 
are reading every day stories of the sacrifices 
made in the field of war; surely it is a supreme 
time for us to deprive ourselves that the cause 
of Christ may be advanced. If for any reason 
you cannot be at home on Sunday afternoon, 
please try to let me know at once. 
Sincerely, 
Your Minister, 


SUNDAY SCHOOL EVANGELISM, 

The best worked out system of Sunday School 
evangelism in a local church that we have ever 
seen is that planned and carried out by Mr. J. 
Giboney, superintendent of the First Presby- 
terian Church Sunday School, of Spokane, 
Washington. 


This school is a large one with a strong staff 
of helpers. Many of the Sunday School workers 
meet once each week for a fellowship lunch at 
noon in one of the down-town restaurants to 
talk over ‘plans. 

Mr. Giboney works in close harmony with 
his pastor, and the school is considered one of 
the most important features of the church 
work. Mr. Giboney has prepared the following 
report blank from which he secures his data 
for all future operations. 

In this way he secures from every teacher the 
names of all the pupils and learns whether they 
are church members, non-church members, 
whether members with letters elsewhere, and 
whether or not their parents are members. 

When the blank is returned he prepares three 
typewritten tabulations of each department, say 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate, etc., and places 
the records in the hands of the superintendents 
of the respective departments, the teachers and 
pastor. 


SHERMAN L. DIVINE. Min sren 


First Presbyterian Church 


SPOKANE. WASHINGTON 


Bible School Evangelism 


rder that rollment 


Every Class in the school (s asked to make out (he follow: 
recorrls may be compli 

Each Teacher wil 
accurately all of the ( 
room 


Note: A duplicate copy of this report will be furnished cach teache 


Department Grade. Date. 


Teacher Address: Phone 


her [le Mother 
r_| Member 


The superintendent sends a personal letter 
like the following to each teacher: 


“The approaching Communion service, with 
reception of members, falls on January 30th, 
and will be observed at the morning service at 
10:30 o’clock. 


“According to our custom, members will be 
received, and we are wondering if there are not 
those in your class who, if spoken to by you, 
will willingly come into the church at this 
time, either on profession of faith, or by letter. 
Will you not check up on your class enrollment, 
and speak to those not members of the church? 


“Enclosed you will find statement of condi- 
tions in your department and class relative to 
church membership. In case you find any mis- 
takes in the list will you kindly report to mé so 
that our records may be as near correct as 
possible.” 


Then begins a careful campaign of personal 
work and correspondence. The pastor sends 
letters to pupils not members of the church, 
and arranges a day to be in his study to confer 
with those who desire to talk the matter over 
with him. 


The following letter to Intermediate pupils 
is perhaps the most important as well as typ- 
ical: 

In going over the school records in our Bible 
School I find that you are not a member of the 
church, and I am writing to ask you if you 
would not like to take this forward step at the 


Communion service, Sabbath morning, January 
30th. 


I feel that as a member of the Intermediate 
Department you are old enough to understand, 
and as your minister I should like to talk the 
matter over with you in the church study either 
Wednesday afternoon after school, or next Sab- 
bath during the Bible School hour. 


Please show this letter to your parents who, 


I know, will be most happy in helping you to 
reach a decision. : 

When uniting with the church you are simply 
making a public acknowledgement of your loy- 
alty and love for Christ, whom you accept as 
your Saviour and your purpose to lead, by his 
help, a Christian life. : 

Knowing that Christ will guide you if you 
will prayerfully ask him just now, 

’ Your Friend and Minister, 


Another letter is sent to those attending the 
school, but church members elsewhere, as fol- 
lows: 

I find, from the Bible School report, that you 
have not transferred your church letter to us, 
and I am waiting to extend you a cordial invita- 
tion to unite with this church on Sabbath morn- 
ing, January 30th. 

We greatly desire to have you in our Fellow- 
ship, and if I can be of any help to you in se- 
curing your letter feel free to call upon me. 

I will be in the church study Wednesday aft- 
ernoon, also Sabbath morning during the Bible 
School hour. Faithfully, 

In this way each pupil is reached and given 
an opportunity to consider the question of join- 
ing the church. The results are very encourag- 
ing. 
fa view of the fact that Mr. Giboney has been 
to so much pains in planning the survey chart 
we asked him if he could furnish such blanks 
to ministers, and he said he would gladly do so, 
but did not care to make any profit out of it. 
He will send copies of the survey blank as fol- 
lows: 100 for 75 cents, 250 for $1.50, 500 for 
$2.00, 1,000 for $3.25. This includes the change 
in the name of church and school with city or 
town address. 

All who are interested in this plan should 
write to Mr. J. Fink Giboney, BH. 303-17th Ave- 
nue, Spokane, Wash. 


How To Conduct Children’s Meetings 
Harold C. Chase in The Advance 


Asociated with Dr. M. H. Lyon as musical di- 
rector, it has been my privilege to study chil- 
dren’s meetings in an evangelistic campaign at 
their best. The boys and girls make the best 
publicity agency that a compaign can have 
when they become interested. They will talk 
at home, at school and on the street. “Do you 
know what we did the other day?” the boys 
said. “We sang all the tabernacle songs and 
gave a yell for Lyon down in a barber shop.” 


The presence and interest of large numbers 
of boys and girls in the services is the best indi- 
cation of the success of the meeting. These 
young folks are far better able to understand 
the truths of the gospel than the average per- 
son is willing to give them credit for. Get them 
enthusiastic and boosting and you can reach 
the city. 


The first step is to get the children into the 
meeting. On the afternoon of the opening Sun- 
day of the campaign we invite the boys and 
girls over nine years of age to come fifteen min- 
utes early and occupy the front seats. There 
with a lively, buoyant spirit we teach them the 


songs of the campaign, together with other 
catchy choruses. This is the beginning of the 
Junior Choir, which is made up of “sunbeams,” 
(girls) and “moonbeams,” (boys). 

They meet two or three evenings after school 
for rehearsal and on the second Sunday even- 
ing take the place of the regular chorus and 
give a half-hour program preceding the sermon. 
During the song service we use them in solos, 
duets and quartets. Sometimes I ask a hundred 
of them to stand on the seats facing the au- 
dience and sing a stanza. Their enthusiasm 
can be increased by various means which a ver- 
satile leader may devise. 

We have found the best time for special meet- 
ings for the boys and girls to be Friday after- 
noon at the close of school for the smaller 
cities. In the larger ones, Saturday afternoon 
is better. 

A few days before the first meeting we visit 
all the schools and speak briefly to the children. 
There the meeting is announced and they are 
asked to get the permission of their parents to 
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attend. The different schools are encouraged 
to have their yells and songs. 

At another time we have what is called a 
train service. The tabernacle is the union sta- 
tion into which the trains pull at the appointed 

time from different parts of the city. Hach 
one has a bell, whistle and banner with the 
name of the train upon it. The leader is called 
the engineer, and every one in line counts as 2a 
car. A gift is presented to the engineers of the 
largest three trains. Sometimes they have as 
high as two hundred cars in a train. 

Again, we have each Sunday School make a 
list of all boys and girls who have not started 
in the Christian life. On the afternoon of the 
Sunday School rally all the teachers are ex- 
pected to come with their classes. When the 
invitation is given they invite the boys and girls 
to surrender to Christ. 

The most effective message is marked by its 
simplicity. Some one has said that it is pos- 
sible to put the most profound truth into lan- 
guage so simple that a child can comprehend 
it. A real test for a sermon is the interest man- 
-ifested by the children. It is remarkable how 
they drink in the fundamental truths of the 
gospel on subjects like, “Building on the Rock 
or Building on the Sand,” and “What it Means 
to be a Christian.” 

Messages to boys and girls should be brief, 
simple, concise and clear. When the time comes 
to give the invitation those of a certain age, say 
fourteen years or older, are first asked to take 
Christ. The others are requested to remain in 
their seats. Then those thirteen years of age 

are invited to come, and so on until the invi- 
tation includes all ages. It is best to have the 
older boys and girls come first. The invitation 
in a children’s meeting should be as quiet as 
possible. Older people need to be constrained, 
but children need to be restrained. They kneel 
in prayer and stand and confess Christ, and re- 
ceive as much instruction as if they were adults. 

As their motto they take, “I belong to Jesus. 
What would Jesus have me do?” 

Many beautiful examples of faith in Christ are 
seen in the lives of these young Christians. 
Fathers and mothers have been won by the 
earnest pleading of their children. A little fel- 
low returned from one of our young people’s 
meetings wearing a convert’s button. At the 
supper table his father asked what that button 
meant. He said, “That’s my Christian button. 
My motto is, ‘I belong to Jesus.’ Papa, are you 
a Christian?” The father tried to evade the 
question, “No, I don’t suppose I am.” “Why 
aren’t you a Christian, papa?” “Well, I don’t 
know why I am not,” replied the father. “Then, 
papa, if you don’t know why you are not, why 
aren’t you?” 

Night after night he asked the same question, 
“Are you a Christian yet, papa?” The father 
said, “I could not get away from it, and at last 
that was the means of bringing me to a definite 
decision to begin the Christian life.” Some one 
has said that if you save an old person you 
save a unit, but save a chld and you save a 
multiplication table. 


EFFECTIVE PLANS FOR AN EVANGELISTIC 
CAMPAIGN. 
Rev. Thomas M. Ross, Middlebury, Vt. 
Here is a plan for carrying on an evangel- 


istic campaign in such a way that it will become 
effective and permanent. This can, of course, 
be modified to meet the needs of the field. 


al. : Make a thorough canvass of the com- 
munity in co-operation with the pastors of other 
churches. 


2. Make a note of the possibilities of the 
community, getting the number in each family 
of those who are or are not church members, 
of possible additions to the Sunday School or 
Young People’s Society. 

3. Plan the work of every department in the 
church thoroughly. 


4. Organize the work and get a good founda- 
tion for it; systematize, get everybody doing 
something. 

5. Begin a “prayer circle” to meet ten min- 
utes or more before each preaching service and 
to spend at least thirty minutes in prayer each 
day. Pray it through. 

6. Open a series of evangelistic services with 
the co-operation of a good chorus, a spirited 
leader of song and the other pastors of the com- 
munity. Plan the subjects to be of the greatest 
effect in the community. Use cards, etc., ready 
for us, utilize any help that can be effective. 

7. After the services are over, take those 
who have professed a desire to follow the Lord 
Jesus Christ into the church and give them 
something to do. 


INTERESTING YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE 
RURAL COMMUNITY. 

Orchard Prairie, several miles out of Spokane, 
Washington, pastor, Rev. S. A. Song, has a 
Young People’s Agricultural Society, made up 
of young men and women. A number of the 
members are students in the Hillyard High 
School and they bring from the school a good 
many ideas about home and farm life that they. 
introduce into their own community. 

This agricultural society is most active in the 
summer. The meetings are held monthly out 
of doors, a splendid program is provided by 
members of the society appointed in advance. 
Usually they enjoy a basket lunch together and 
have a royal good time. Nearly all of the mem- 
bers are connected with the church and devoted 
to its life and work. 

During the growing season they plant flowers, 
vegetables, etc., and at time of harvest they 
have an exhibit in the community school house. 
The neighbors generally make up a small sum 
of money and award prizes. Altogether this is 
one of the best ways of interesting rural young 
people of which we have heard. 

In this church there are a number of earnest 
Christian young people who stand by the church 
meetings. Especially are the Endeavorers 
faithful to the mid-week prayer meeting, at- 
tending of their own accord in large numbers. 


A NEW WAY OF HANDLING THE NOTICES. 

In one church we recently visited, the pastor 
had written all the notices for the week on a 
large blackboard, and had placed it in front of 
the congregation, where every one could see it. 
When the time for making announcements came 
all it was necessary to do was to call attention 
to the board. : 

At the bottom he had written, “Give Chris- 
tianity a chance with yourself.” 
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A PREPAREDNESS CAMPAIGN. 

At the First Presbyterian Church, Spokane, 
the young people are carrying on a contest for 
general efficiency in their work. They call the 
movement a “C. E. Preparedness Campaign.” 
The time limit is six weeks. 

The members are divided into two main 
groups, “The Army,” and “The Navy.” There 
are departments in the army presided over by 
competent leaders, i. e., infantry, cavalry, artil- 
lery, and in the navy there are dreadnaughts 
aeroplanes, and submarines. 

The program is laid out like this: 

1st Sunday—Recruiting. 

2nd Sunday—Competitive Drill and Target 

Practice. 

3rd Sunday—Scouting. 

4th Sunday—Skirmishing. 

5th Sunday—Siege. 

6th Sunday—General Engagement and Battle 

of Spokane. 

We are told by one of the adult men of the 
church that the contest is working splendidly 
and under this “game idea” the young people 
are renewing their energy and becoming more 
and more efficient. 


ONE WAY TO RAISE MISSIONARY MONEY. 

In a certain city in Washington the church 
finds it difficult to raise its full missionary bud- 
get. A few weeks ago the writer suggested go- 
ing to this town and giving a stereopticon lec- 
ture, half of the profits to go toward their mis- 
sionary budget. 

The plan was adopted and the lecture given. 
It was given in the moving picture theater and 
the place was packed. The tickets were twenty 
cents for adults and ten cents for children. As 
a result the church secured one-third of its an- 
nual apportionment and have arranged for an- 
other lecture. 


HOW TO WELCOME STRANGE YOUNG MEN. 

The Y. M. C. A. has an elaborate plan to 
reach and welcome the young man who comes 
to the city looking for work. 

A secretary visits the incoming train and 
watches for the young man who is alone and a 
stranger. He is welcomed and told where to 
find the Association building, also he is given a 
list of good boarding houses. 

The same evening he receives a call from a 
young man his own age who welcomes him 
again and converses about his church life and 
similar things. He makes an engagement to go 
to church with him and then arranges to see 
that he gets there. 

In this way the first twenty-four hours the 
young man is in the city, his time of greatest 
peril, are passed in safety and he realizes that 
there are those who do care for his soul! 

But we think that every city church should 
have a committee of men of various ages whose 
business it is to go out after young men. They 
may be found at boarding houses, in shops and 
stores, and many other places. It is easy to get 
into conversation with them and tell them about 
the church and Sunday School. Not only give 
them cards, but invite them by word of mouth, 
and if necessary go aiter them. 

We once knew of a young people’s society in 
a manufacturing town that went after strange 
young people and brought them to church. 


When the pastor discovered a new girl he gave 
her name and address to a committee of young 
women who called on her and brought her to 
church. 


WORKING AND PREACHING BY SCHEDULE. 
Rev. O. W. Greer, Winchester, Tenn. 


I make my plans always six months ahead. 
I can tell exactly what my text will be for a 
given service as far as three months ahead; 
and I can tell what my subject will be six 
months ahead. 


I work by the quarter. For instance, during 
the third quarter of 1915, my subject for every 
Sunday morning was on “Power in the Chris- 
tian Life;’ and my subject for every evening 
was on “Sin.” I close the quarter always with 
a three days’ series of services, beginning on 
the Wednesday evening before the closing Sun- 
day of the quarter, and bringing the meeting to 
a grand climax on Sunday. I fill that Sunday 
full, and make that day an occasion for initiat- 
ing any new features of church work that I 
have made as my goal for the quarter. 


Such a method brings the pastor and people 
into closer sympathy with each other. I ar- 
range a sunrise service for the closing Sunday 
morning of the quarter, and that gives us a 
good start for the “Big Day.” 


During the fourth quarter of 1915 my subject 
for the quarter was “Prayer” for the morning 
hour, and “The Compassion of Christ” for the 
evening hour. My subject for the first quarter 
of 1916 will be “Faith” for the morning hour, 
and “Grace” for the evening hour. 

A minister said to me not long ago: “I don’t 
understand how you preach from the same sub- 
ject for a whole three months; where do you 
get your material?” I will give you a list of 
my subjects for the fourth quarter of 1915. And 
I can give them up to May, 1916, if they are de- 
sired. 

For the morning hour: 

Command to Pray, Matt. 7:7. 

To Whom to Pray, Matt. 6:6. 

Time to Pray, Dan. 6:10. 

Time to Stop Praying, Ex. 14:15. 

The Constant Prayer, 1 Thess. 3:17. 

The Prayer of Assurance, Judges 6:36-40. 

The Prayer of Boldness, Heb. 4:16. 

The Prayer of Faith, John 16:23, 24. 

The Pretense Prayer, Matt. 23:14. 

Answers to Prayer Withheld, Matt. 26:42. 

Answers to Prayer Delayed, Hab. 1:2. 

Answers to Prayer Different from Petition, 
Deut. 3:23-27, 

Answers to Prayer Exceeding the Petition, 1 
Chron. 1:11, 12. 

For the evening hour: 

Compassion That is Moved by Helplessness, 
Matt. 9:36. 

Compassion That is Moved by Suffering, Matt. 
14:14. 

Compassion That Enters Into the Little De- 
tails of Life, Matt. 15:32. 

Compassion That Touches Hvery Man, Heb. ° 
2:9). 

Compassion That Enters Into All Our Sor- 
rows, John 11:33-36. 

Compassion That Heals the Wounds of a 
Broken Heart, Luke 7:13. 

Compassion of Tenderness, Isa. 42:3. 
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Compassion That is Moved at Spiritual Blind- 
ness, Matt. 20:34. 


, Compassion That is Moved Because of the Ig- 
ere of the Depth of Our Wickedness, Matt. 


Compassion That Suffered the Loss of All 
Things For Us, 2 Cor. 8:9. 


Compassion That Would Bring us to God, 1 
Pet. 3:18. 


Compassion That Goes to Any Depth to Save 
Us from Sin, 1 John 4:10. 


Compassion That Seeks to Lift Us Into Our 
Own, Rev. 5:9. 


Iam now planning my work for the year 1916, 
the goal for each quarter, and the subjects lead- 
ing up to that goal, and the grand goal for the 
year. In my plans are many men whom I am 
expecting to win to Christ during that time. 
My schedule includes lives as well as things. 


CHILDREN’S SERMON. 

Some of the best grindstones in the world 
are found in the Bay of Fundy. But they are 
down at the bottom of the sea, and you would 
hardly guess how men ever get them. When 
the tide is out, which happens twice every day, 
the workmen quarry the stones from the solid 
rock and fasten them to a big flat-boat. Then 
comes the tide, a mighty flood rushing in, as 
though the great ocean had suddenly changed 
its mind. A wonderful sight it ucts often 
as high as a house! 


And now the men have nothing more to do. 
They have taken hold with God, and it is his 
power that does the work for them; for the lift 
of the sea is a part of God’s omnipotence. The 
silent tide as it rises lifts the boat and up come 
the stones with it. 

God loves to help men! He has said, “Take 
hold of my strength!” And when men do that, 
they never fail. That is just what the farmer 
does when he plants a seed, and the sailor when 
he spreads a sail in the wind, or the telegrapher 
when he makes God’s swift currents his mes- 
sengers. For the sunshine which swells the 
seed, and the winds that swell the sail, and the 
unseen energy that speeds the news—these are 
all from God; pulses of his power and tokens of 
his love. 


But there are harder things to do than rais- 
ing grindstones out of the sea. It is very hard 
sometimes to be good and to do right; to hold 
the temper or the tongue, to be unselfish, to 
say No! And those are the times when God 
especially delights to help. Every boy or girl 
may take hold of God’s strength when there is 
work to do or a battle to fight—Rev. Frank T. 
Bayley. 


A UNIQUE WAY OF RECEIVING THE 
OFFERING. 


In one of the college churches of Pullman, 
Washington, recently, we were surprised to find 
that they did not have any place on the pro- 
gram for the offering. No mention was made 
of it, and no plates were passed. 

After the service we noticed the treasurer 
taking money out of large offering boxes placed 
on the walls of the vestibule. The people place 
their envelopes and cash there as they enter. 


FOR YOUR CHURCH PAPER. 
How does this strike you? 
“T always try to look at everything from both 
sides.” 
“Your wife tells a different story.” 
“How’s that?” 


“She says you haven’t seen the inside of a 
church for years.” 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP. 


The plan to ally the students of a college or 
normal school to the churches of the city in 
which the schools are located is increasingly 
undertaken, and with success. 

We have recently seen the bulletin of the 
Congregational Church of San Jose, in which 
city the state normal school is located. There 
are forty-four names of students with their 
street addresses, who have expressed a prefer- 
ence for the Congregational denomination, 
printed on the bulletin and a cordial invitation 
is extended to all of them to cast in their lot 
with this church. 


The same calendar prints the “Student Cove- 
nant,” which the students are asked to make 
their own while residing in the city. The 
covenant is as follows: 

We, the students in the State Normal School, 
acknowledging Jesus Christ to be our Master, 
do recognize that the obligations of the Chris- 
tian Church are constant, and that the service 
of that church should always be our joy. 

We do now, in the presence of God and of 
these witnesses, renew our covenant of Chris- 
tian consecration, and, although retaining our 
actual membership elsewhere, we promise dur- 
ing our days of study here, to make this church 
our church home, to attend its services, to en- 
gage in its activities and to promote its faith 
and fellowship. 

We, the members of this church, do welcome 
you to our fellowship in the spirit of the covv- 
nant which you have taken, and we engage to 
seek your welfare and edification as long as you 
continue among us. 

We commend this plan to all churches sim- 
ilarly located. 


ORGANIZE A “JERUSALEM BAND.” 

The Friends’ Church of Oskaloosa, Iowa, has 
issued a very interesting and unique folder de- 
scribing the work of their “Jerusalem Band.” 
(Acts 1:8.) It is a “systematic effort to do the 
work which is in our Jerusalem” as set forth in 
the folder. 

The “Aim” is given as follows: 

1. To improve the social atmosphere of the 
church. 

2. To relate each member and attender to 
some other. 

3. To study individuals in order to fit each 
to a worth-while job. 

4. To stimulate the highest type of Chris- 
tianity in the whole community. 

5. To awaken interest in the work of the 
church, bring into church membership and in- 
crease attendance at all meetings. 

6. To win to acceptance of Jesus as Saviour 
and Master. 
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GET SMITH TO CHURCH: 


The leaflet “Getting Up Steam” is ‘“‘a 
stirring appeal to men who stay away 
from chy “timely and strong, sane 
and winsome.”’ Copies for distribution 
one cent each in lots of 25 or more. 


L. L. BINGHAM, Box 400, ESTHERVILLE, IA. 


PRINTING 
for CHURCHES 


AVE money for yourself and your church by using 


S 


our Printed Supplies for churches. We have cards 
for almost every occasion in church and Sunday School 
work, church calendars, weekly offering envelope system, 
the duplex envelopes, pastor’s holiday souvenirs, motto 
cards, topic cards, birthday cards, class pins, novelty 
invitation folders, and lots more that you will be glad to 


know about. Write for our new catalog today. 


The Woolverton Printing & Publishing Co. 
OSAGE, IOWA 


Instructions to visitors are as follows: 


1. Just as soon as possible each group of 
visitors should see that every home in its sec- 
tion is visited to discover the church relation- 
ship of each person. 


2. As a result of the above you will, no 
doubt, find persons not connected with any local 
church, and in need of help in religious mat- 
ters. These and other names furnished from 
time to time are your field. 


3. Visit as many homes each week as possi- 
ble. Repeat visits. 


4. Take others with you. 


5. Make visits helpful, not 
Strive for results, but don’t hurry. 


6. Do not proselyte, but be not ashamed to 
urge membership with friends. 

7. Keep eyes open for newcomers, illness, 
distress, loss of employment or failing faith. 

8. Watch for attendance at church and greet 
any you have visited. Introduce them. 

9. Report promptly, the last day of each 
month, to your district secretary. Use blanks. 
Report any special cases, at once, to the pastor. 
Keep duplicates of all reports. 

It is not always easy for a church visitor to 
know what to talk about when making church 
calls, so the pastor of this church has provided 
on this folder the following “Talking Points:” 

1. Size of our membership—largest Friends’ 
church in Iowa. 

2. New members coming—seventeen in last 
three months. 

3. Sunday School growing—nearly 300 pres- 
ent each Sunday. 

4. Everybody works—with everybody else 
for the Lord. 

5. Our church ideal size—every one may be 
acquainted—each a task. 

6. Great opportunity—no nearby church— 
large student body at our doors. 


mechanical. 


It’s Church Printing with the 20th Century Touch 


On receipt of 25c I will send you a cluster of the 
brightest and brainiest church printing you have 
ever seen. Many in beautiful colors. Worth many 
times the price for ideas and suggestions it contains 


Jos. E. BAUSMAN, CHURCH PRINTER 
542 East Girard Avenue, Philadelphia 
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Save Money For Your Church 
By Saving Your Hymn Books 


“A stitch in time saves nine.”’ Your 
hymnals rebound now may save your 
church the cost of new books in a short 
time. 


A badly worn, dilapidated. appearing 
book, rebound by us, will look as well, 
and be stronger than when new. All 
binding done by hand. 


Cost of binding 20c to 40c per copy, 
depending on condition of your book 
and size of volume. Send copy by mail 
tor quotation. 


We specialize in church printing and 
binding. Fully equipped for large as well 
as small work. Books, circulars, catalogs, 
calendars, booklets, etc. 


Send your worn library books, or Bible 
to be rebound. 


Reference: Editor THE EXPOSITOR. 


Evangelical Publishing House 
C. HAUSER, Publisher 
1903-23 Woodland Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 


PPTTTTTTTTiitirititi Litt CLE LLL llth atatisdasasbsiddleddstastatatdsaetscsdatshad 


eT eerrrerr errr Ty 
ee 


7. Prayer meeting, the family gathering of 
the church—60 to 80 present each Thursday 
evening. 


8. The Women’s Foreign Missionary Society 
has most interesting meetings the first Wednes- 
day in each month. 

9. The Brotherhood—third Tuesday each 
month at 6:30; supper; live meetings. ; 

10. Women’s Building Association—large 
part in building new meeting house; now work- 
ing for parsonage. 

The other pages are devoted to a description 
of the various visiting districts with the names 
of the secretaries of each district. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS FROM RECENT EVENTS 
PAUL GILBERT 


The Legacy of Friendship. (520) 
John 15:14; 14:27; James 2:23; Matt. 11:19. 


In the will of the late Associate Justice 
Lamar, of the United States Supreme Court, 
appears an unusual legacy. The testator leaves 
to his family his “friendships, many and numer- 
ous, in the hope that they will be cherished and 
continued.” 


Why not? Friendships are among the most 
cherished and prized possessions of our life— 
and too often among the rarest. They are 
greater than the gold and gear that figure most 
prominently in last wills and testaments. And 
they often take longer to create than large es- 
tates. A fortune may be gotten in a day, on the 
turn of a card, as it were—but not a friendship. 
That takes time. 


When one thinks of it, it seems a pity that 
this fine product of years of toiling, struggling, 
failing, succeeding, suffering and being happy 

-together—this perfect confidence that comes 
only when the years have tested and approved 
—should be lost when one person dies. It 
seems as if friendship, too, should have a soul 
and so live on.—Elgin Courier. 


Prevention at Any Cost. 
Rom. 15:1; Matt. 5:74 1 Tim. 4:8. 


At a recent convention of committees of cer- 
tain subsidiary companies of the United States 
Steel Corporation in Chicago, an instance that 
revealed the real spirit of betterment and hu- 
manity was told: ; 


The convention was discussing how to pre- 
vent the bursting of blisters in the white-hot 
metal as it is being passed through the rolling- 
mill. Such accidents, though not frequent, had 
been serious. They were making little head- 
way with the problem until one man said: “The 
only way to stop a blister when it has once 
started is to stop the mill.” 


“But that will cost a great deal of money,” 
exclaimed another. 


“Never mind that,” put in the chairman, with 
a little impatience. “We are here to prevent 
accidents, not to cut costs. Let’s order that 
under such circumstances the mill be stopped.” 
And ordered it was. 

“Can it be,” pondered the visiting committee, 
“that the Corporation expects us to put safety 
before costs?” They went back to Duluth and 
made their report, having breathed deeply of 
a strange, new atmosphere. 


Very soon a new-fangled institution called a 
Safety Committee appeared upon the Range 
and began a tour of the mines. 

“Do you fellows think we are butchers?” 
asked the superintendents. ‘We don’t hurt 
people just for the fun of it.” These men re- 
sented the suggestion that they were not giving 
sufficient attention to the safety of their men. 

All of which goes to prove what the Bible has 
taught for ages, that godliness (and humani- 
tarianism is part of it) is profitable for the life 
that now is as well as the life that is to come. 


(521) 


Like as a Father. (522) 
Prov. 25:21; Matt. 5:44; Matt. 18:22. 
Just a few days ago in the city of Chicago, 
Irving and Herbert Updike were indicted on the 
revoltingly brutal charges of conspiracy to kill 
their parents and their sister, in order to ob- 
tain possession of the father’s wealth and spend 
lt in the lives of dissipation to which they had 
given themselves. In spite of the fact that the 
degenerate, inhuman sons admitted their guilt, 
the father not only refused to prosecute but 
signed bonds that gave them their liberty. 
Many a mother would have shown such leniency 
and forgiveness, but not many fathers. 

When Hate Recedes. (5238) 
Matt. 6:15; Eph. 4:31; Prov. 16:32. 

Greater than the capture of Montenegro, 
greater than the victory of the Marne, is the 
first news from the war zone that the high tide 
of hate has commenced to recede. It is the 
most encouraging thing we have heard from 
Europe in eighteen long, weird and bloody 
months. 

The news comesto usin the form of a mem- 
orandum issued in Hungary to the _ school 
teachers of that half of the Austrian empire. 
Here it is: 

“The royal Hungarian minister for educa- 
tion requests all teachers to pay special atten- 
tion in the coming term to the respect and 
honor due to our enemies; that no hatred or 
contempt should enter the minds of the chil- 
dren against the brave men with whom their 
fathers are in deadly combat; and that hate or 
contempt is not to be cultivated in the youthful 
minds.”—HElgin Courier. 

“Entitled to Consideration.” (524) 
Lev. 19:15; Amos 5:12. 

The following in an Illinois state report il- 
lustrates the favoritism that is frequently 
shown in various institutions: 

“You ought to see the way the millionaire 
contractor of Manitoba is cared for as a Fed- 
eral prisoner. He was in the hotel, but Judge 
Landis heard of it and ordered the sheriff to 
lock him up. ‘The sheriff took him to the jail, 
gave him a comfortable room with a special 
guard. The contractor was reading in the 
sheriff’s office when I was there. The other 
men were locked in cells. I suggested that it 
would be a good plan to put the millionaire 
Canadian contractor in the cage with the other 
government prisoners, bootleggers, white 
slavers and dope sellers, and the deputy turned 
pale, raised a warning hand and whispered: 
‘Sh! he’ll hear you.’ They certainly admire 
their contractor. As the officials said, “He’s en- 
titled to consideration—special and lots of it; 
he has a million dollars.” 

This man is fighting extradition to Manitoba, 
charged with defrauding the government ina 
public building contract. 

Influence. (525) 
Titus 2:7; 3 John 11; 1 Pet. 5:3. 

The editor of the “movie” department of a 

certain newspaper estimates that 3,000,000 girls 
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between the ages of fifteen and forty are now 
wearing their hair in Mary Pickford style. 
Every charm, every act, word, look and every 
talent has its influence with some one. They 
are our investments with which we are to 
“trade” in the business of the kingdom. 


The Bridge. 
Amos 7:8; Gen. 4:9; 1 Cor. 8:13. 

An old man, going a lone highway, 
Came at the evening, cold and gray, 

To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream had no fear for him; 
But he turned when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 
“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near, 
“You are wasting your strength with building 

here; 

Your journey will end with the ending day, 
You never again will pass this way; 

You’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide, 
Why build you this bridge at evening tide?” 
The builder lifted his old gray head, 

“Good friend, in the path I’ve come,” he said, 
“There followeth after me today 

A youth whose feet must pass this way; 

This chasm that has been as naught to me, 

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim— 
Good friend, I’m building this bridge for him!” 


(526) 


On Way to Heaven or Hell. (527) 
Josh. 24:15; Deut. 30:19; Matt. 19121. 
Two trains used to leave the LaSalle station, 
Chicago, at the same time and for seven miles 
paralled each other in their course. The one 
branches off and runs eastward until it reaches 
New York City. The other goes on through the 
great. middle west, over the mountains to the 
Pacific Coast, until finally the entire continent 
separates the two trains. Thus it is with men. 
Two friends start out together. They seem the 
same on the outside. They belong to the same 
lodge, they have the same companions, their 
lives seem much the same. One is traveling 
the route of the Christian, the other the route 
of sin. One route leads along the good 
path to heaven, the other follows the downward 
path to hell and destruction. We are at this 
very hour on the way to heaven or to hell. The 
great sin is to have the chance and neglect it.— 
Evangelist Hart. 


Everything Over-Emphasized. (528) 
me inie2199. Gens on ly elev Ord biano cals 

“The trend of the Teens” is the subject of a 
lecture which Prof. M. V. O’Shea, Madison, 
Wis., delivered the other day to the Parent- 
Teacher Association of Chicago. 

Prof. O’Shea especially disapproves of the di- 
rection in which girls in their teens are trend- 
ing. And their present style of dress, “half 
way up to the knees and half way down to the 
waist,” is a peril to the morality of boys in 
their teens, the professor thinks. He says: 

“Hiven though our ideas of modesty have been 
lulled into a hypnotic stupor by the decrees of 
style, we should still be awake to the fact that 
obedience to such precepts of vogue is placing 
our youth in emotional, unwholesome and stim- 
ulating surroundings.” 

Yes; and the same thing is being done by the 


movies, modern dances, magazine covers, autos, 
fine food, problem plays and sex literature; all 
these contribute to a stimulation which is not 
at all confined to youth, and which is the curse 
of the time. And some psychologists says that 
over-stimulation even produced the war, the 
greatest curse of all the ages.—Hditorial, Elgin 
Courier. 


About the King’s Business. 
1 Cor. 4:2; 2 Tim. 4:2; Jude 3. 

The Pullman porter with a contented look 
was whistling. 

“That sounds like a religious song, porter,” 
said one of the: passengers. Why are you 
whistling it?” i. 

“Jes to git folks to askin’ me what piece it is 
so I can ask ’em if they are right with God. 
Are you?” 

In our conversation I learned that he was 
constantly testifying of his faith in Christ and 
that for years he had not made a trip without 
either leading someone to Christ or at least 
“stirrin’ ’em up.” 


(529) 


Social Service and Money-Drunkenness. (530) 
Isa. 10:1-2; Jas. 5:4; Matt. 3:5. 

Every once in a while one takes what he con- 
siders is a “hot-shot” at Social Service by 
frenziedly declaring that Social Service is not 
a part of the program of the Gospel. 

Activity against drunkenness, and _ the 
licensed saloon as its chief promotor, such an 
one will readily admit is the bounden duty of 
even a half-way decent Christian, and he him- 
self spends a lot of his time in public in prop- 
erly anathematizing that infernal habit and in- 
stitution and urging people to abolish them. 
What is that but Social Service activity against 
intemperance? 

Some of us insist on widening our moral 
horizon by condemning by our words and ac- 
tivities, social, as well as individual coventous- 
ness. For, after all, covetousness is simply in- 
temperate money-getting and when a man be- 
comes a money-drunkard, he will oppress the 
innocent, steal, bribe, lie and murder, or dissi- 
pate his wealth like a jovial fool upon fast au- 
tomobiles and faster women, with all the same 
insane abandonment of the whisky-drunkard. 

To labor and pray for the prohibition of 
money-drunkenness, therefore, is just as con- 
sistent, obligatory and Christian as to rave over 
the other kind—and it sometimes takes just as 
much nerve and conviction because it offends 
powerful Mr. Moneybags of the Amen corner 
who may be the Legree of the factory district. 

Therefore if Social Service is irreligious and 
foreign to the Christian program, so is temper- 
ance agitation and legislation —Q. EH. D.—Mer- 
lin Fairfax. 


Humility of a Great Statesman. (531) 
Luke 1:52; John 13314; 1 Pet. 5:6: 

An English speaker at the last Northfield 
conference told this incident: 

“T suppose there has not been in England in 
the last century a man more prominently useful 
to the realm than the late Harl Cairns, Lord 
Chancellor of England. He was a man greatly 
respected, and perhaps, during the latter part 
of his life, next in influence to the sovereign, 
himself. The last time I was in England, I had 
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the privilege of talking for quite a time with 
his widow, the Dowager Lady Cairns, in her 
beautiful home in Bournemouth. She told me 
that she and her husband were attend- 
ing a state dinner in London towards the latter 
part of his life, and one of the chief ministers 
of state took her in to dinner. In a lull in the 
conversation he turned to her and said, “Lady 
Cairns, can you tell me why it is that your 
husband has such an extraordinary power to 
help other people? We often have to face anx- 
ious and difficult questions and are sometimes 
at cross-purposes in our meetings for counsel 
in the matters of state, but whenever your hus- 
band-comes in we feel that there is a great uni- 


fying influence and steadying power in the 
gathering, and we seem to come much more 
easily to one purpose and one decision. What 
is the secret of his marvelous power and in- 
fluence?’ Lady Cairns turned to him and said: 
‘Oh, it is ever so easy to tell you. It is be- 
cause my husband has absolutely no confidence 
in his own judgment or in his own skill or 
ability; but as a habit of his life he never at- 
tends a meeting of the Council of the Realm 
without spending one full hour alone with God 
in prayer.’ The Church of Jesus Christ would 
be miles ahead of where it is today if we were 
men and women like that great man through 
whom the power of God was working day by 
day.” 


HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATIONS 
T. M. FOTHERGILL 


Bible Reading Influencing Our 
Language. 
Psalm 119:130; 119:105. 


More than anything else, the Bible has in- 
fluenced the language of the Anglo-Saxon. Not 
only has it impregnated our language with 
pure, lofty and exalting ideas, but it has im- 
parted a terseness, strength, simple beauty and 
loftiness to it, of which it was not thought to 
be capable. No illustration of this is more to 
the point than that of Bunyan and his Pil- 
grim’s Progress. As is well known Bunyan was 
not a man educated in the schools. At seventeen 
years of age, he was enlisted into Cromwell’s 
army; at nineteen he was married to a “godly” 
wife, as penniless as himself, and it was she who 
taught him again to read and write, for he had 
forgotten the little school learning he had in 
childhood. Two books formed his library, 
“The Book of Martyrs’ and the “Bible,” 
but the Bible was Bunyan’s principal 
study; and when he wrote his “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,’ it is evident that that one book was 
his model, and that in it he was completely 
saturated. The English of “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” is the English of the Bible, the 
simplest and homeliest English that has ever 
been used by any great English writer, so says 
Green in his history of the English people. 


(582) 


Perseverance and Tenacity. (533) 


The historian Green has given the follow- 
ing vivid description of the character of Wil- 
liam of Orange: Like his great ancestor, Wil- 
liam the Silent, he was a luckless commander, 
and no general had to bear more frequent de- 
feats. But he profited by defeat as others profit 
by victory. His bravery, indeed, was of that 
nobler cast which rises to its height, in mo- 
ments of ruin and dismay. The coolness with 
which, boy general as he was, he rallied his 
broken squadrons amidst the rout of Seneff, 
and wrested from Conde at the last the fruits 
of his victory moved his veteran opponent to a 
generous admiration. “Do you not see your 
country is lost?” had asked the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, when he was sent to negotiate at The 
Hague at the beginning of William’s rule. 
“There is a sure way never to see it lost,” re- 
plied William, ‘and that is to die in the 
last ditch.” That same tenacity should the 


Christian display. Fight he must, but give up, 

never! ‘Having done all stand.” 
Prudence—Avarice. (534) 
Prov. 1022432223: 

Many of our virtues by a little stretching may 
be changed into vices. This is suggested to us 
be a description that the J. R. Green gives 
of Churchill, who afterwards became the great 
Marlborough. He says “a present of five thou- 
sand pounds laid the foundation of a fortune 
which grew rapidly to greatness, as the pru- 
dent forethought of the handsome young sol- 
dier hardened into the avarice of age.” Youth 
may become reckless and too open-handed; but 
too much prudence is sure to corrode into 
selfishness. Just as prudent forethought may 
become avarice, so love may change into 
lust, courage into cruelty, gentleness into 
mawkishness, kindness into softness, trust into 
easy confidence, and faith into superstition. 
It was only in one man in whom all the graces 


and virtues were harmonized, even Jesus. “I 
find no fault in Him.” 
Sanctity of Treaties. (535) 


Pea, ib 4s 

Speaking of the statesmen of the period of 
George I, Green says, that “In struggling for 
peace and for the sanctity of treaties, even 
though the struggle was one of self interest, 
England took a ply which she has never lost. 
Warlike and imperious as is her national tem- 
per, she has never been able to free herself 
from a sense that her business in the world is 
to seek peace, alike for herself and for the na- 
tions about her, and that the best security for 
peace lies in her recognition of the force of in- 
ternational engagements and sanctity of trea- 
ties. The sentiment was no doubt deepened by 
a sense of the value of peace to an industrial 
nation, and by a sense of the moral evil and 
destructiveness of war, but it sprang princi- 
pally from the sense of responsibility for the 
peace of the world, as a necessary condition of 
the tranquillity and freedom at home, which 
grew into life with the earlier years of the 18th 
century.” 

Such a statement in regard to the “sanctity 
of treaties,” reads as if it might be present his- 
tory. The German chancellor spoke of a treaty 
as a mere “scrap of paper.” The British 
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foreign minister, Sir Edward Grey has made it 
plain, that England is pouring out her blood 
and wealth for the protection of “the sanctity 
of treaties.” The British people greatly re- 
spect President Wilson, because among 
other things he was determined to keep in- 
violate the treaty made in connection with the 
Panama Canal. If a man should not lie why 
should a nation? “Truth-teller was our Alfred.” 
Treaty keeper was Sir Edward Grey, to whom 
we all pay honor. 


Self Confidence. 
Neh. 6:11. 


While a man trusts in God for his salvation 
he should at the same time cultivate a con- 
sciousness of confidence in his ability to under- 
take the tasks of life. This is brought out 
clearly in the life of William Pitt, the elder. 
During his early life, England’s fortunes were 
at a low ebb, and it seemed as if her sun 
might go down in darkness, but as Frederick of 
Prussia said, “England has been a long time 
in labor, but she has at last brought forth a 
man,” referring to Pitt. “I know I can save 
the country,” Pitt said to the Duke of Devon- 
shire, as he entered the ministry, “and I know 
no other man can.” That seems like conceit in- 
carnate. In reality it was a consciousness of 
ability, insight and force, possessed by no 
others of his time. He did save England. He made 
England what she had never been. He raised 
her to an eminence she had never possessed 
and which she has never since lost. India, 
America, Canada, are witnesses of this fact. 
“No man,” said a soldier of the time, “ever 
entered Pitt’s room who did not feel himself 
braver when he came out, than when he went 
in.” He breathed his own loftv spirit into the 
country he served, as he communicated some- 
thing of his own granduer to the men who 
served him. Such men we also need to be in 
the mighty conflict with evil. “Should such a 
man as I flee?” said Nehemiah. 
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Sunshine, Stored up in Coal. 
Prov. 17:22. 


The vegetable tissues, says Prof. Rice, whose 
remains, preserved from complete decomposi- 
tion, are stored up in the form of coal, were 
produced by the energy of the sunbeams that 
shone upon the earth tens of millions of years 
ago in the carboniferous era. Then, as now, 
the energy of the sunbeams tore asunder the 
molecules of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
and stored up the carbon in living tissues. 
Zhen, as now, that energy of the sunbeam was 
converted into the potential energy of the car- 
bon atoms. And so when we warm our dwell- 
ings by the burning of coal or by electricity 
produced by a dynamo which is run by a coal 
fed steam engine, we are warming and lighting 
our dwellings with sunbeams of the carboni- 
ferous age. 


In like manner every one should have a 
storage of sunshine, to draw upon when pe- 
riods of sorrow and disappointment come. “A 
broken spirit, who can bear?’ but a cheerful 
heart carries one a long way to heaven. “A 
merry heart doeth good like a medicine.” 
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The Ist and the 20th Century. (538) 
The first century was an unscientific 
age, but the twentieth is an age of science. 
What little science there was in the first cen- 
tury failed to influence popular thought. Phil- 
osophers were really a secret society. Their 
knowledge was esotoric, just for the select 
few. Hence it was that the popular concep- 
tion of the universe was largely poetic and 
mythological. The age when the sunbeams 
were the golden arrows of Apollo, is very far 
removed from the age in which we measure 
wave-lengths and count the vibrations of light, 
and harness the waters of Niagara for light and 
heat. 


HE KNEW THEIR WEAKNESS. 

During the reign of Louis XV of France, the 
light chaise came into fashion, and great ladies 
of Paris were accustomed to drive in them 
about the city. But beautiful hands are not al- 
ways strong ones; accidents began to occur 
more and more frequently in the streets. Con- 
sequently, says Das Buch fur Alle, the king be- 
sought the minister of police to do something, 
since the lives of pedestrains were constantly 
in danger. 

“T will do whatever is in my power,” replied 
the police minister. “Your majesty desires 
that these accidents cease entirely.” 

The king replied, “Certainly. See to it that 
they do.” ~ 

The next day there appeared a royal ordi- 
nance that orders that, in the future, ladies 
under thirty years of age should not drive 
chaises through the streets of Paris. That 
seems a mild restriction; but it is said that 
scarcely a woman from that time on drove her 
own chaise. The police minister knew that 
few women would care to advertise the fact 
that they were over thirty, and that the rest 
would probably be too old to drive, anyway. 


A PHILOSOPHER. 


A colored philosopher “down South” is re- 
ported to have said, “Life, my breddern, am 
mos’ly made up of prayin’ for rain and then 
wishin’ it would cl’ar off.” 


Lenten Messages. 


Topics suggested by Rev. W. H. Tussing, pas- 
tor Wilson Avenue Reformed Church, Columbus, 
Ohio: 

“Blessed at 

Poor, but Rich. 

Sorrowful, yet Glad. 

Meek, but Mighty. 

Hungry, but Full. 

Merciful, Therefore Forgiven. 

Purity, and the Beatific Vision. 

Peacemakers, and Sons of God. 

Persecuted, yet Triumphant. 

The Man That Is to Be. 

A Palm Sunday Meditation. 

The Power of Christian Living. 

The Risen Christ, a Daily Power. 
* * * 


The Rev, Allen F, Cunningham, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Temple, Texas, held special - 
services for a week using the following topics: 

The Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
The Day of Pentecost. 

The First Sign of Pentecost. 
The Second Sign of Pentecost. 
The Third Sign of Pentecost. 
The Result of Pentecost. 

The Spirit-Filled Church. 

The first and last were Sunday morning ser- 
mons, the others week night services, 
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MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS 


Mind Should Rule Over the Body. (540) 
That the mind should rule over’ the 
body, that the highest in man should rule 
over the lowest was strikingly put by William 
Jennings Bryan, a short time ago, when he 
said, “We first become conscious of the posses- 
sion of a body, and after a while as the mind 
grows it finally takes possession of the body 
or should. A body is of little value, unless 
there is a mind in control. But if the devel- 
opment is normal, the moral man at last makes 
his appearance, and in the course of nature, 
if in a proper development, the moral man de- 
mands the throne, and woe to the body and 
the mind, if they have not a moral man in con- 
trol.’ So Paul said, “I keep under my body,” 
or as another put it, “I keep my soul on top,” 
that is the only normal life. Any other means 
shipwreck. 
Denominations. (541) 
An English clergyman, given to object les- 
sons, held up a fresh green walnut in his hand, 
and compared it to the various denominations 
in his town. “My friends,” he said, “this rind 
which I now remove, is soft, useless and un- 
profitable. It is like the church. The shell 
is hard and strong, but there is no nourish- 
ment in it. That is like the church. At 
last we come to the kernel which is like our 
own church.”—He broke the shell and took out 
the kernel. It was rotten. 


Do You Count? (542) 

A gentleman was traveling in England on a 
coaching trip. Sitting on the box with the 
driver, he noticed one of the leaders, that 
seemed to be shirking his part of the work. 
“That horse does not seem to draw much,” he 
remarked to the driver. ‘Not an inch, sir,” was 
the reply. “Why do you have him, then?” 
“Well, you see, sir, this here’s a four-horse 
coach, and he counts for one of ’em.” 

Of many a church it might be said: “This 
is a church of three hundred or five hundred, 
and this man or this woman counts for one.” 
If that is all the church is for, if all that is de- 
sired is a dress-parade of numbers, why the 
man or woman that doesn’t pull an inch is per- 
haps as good as any other. But the true Church 
of Jesus Christ is made up only of those who 
pull their part of the load. In that church 
there is no place for the shirk, as there is no 
place for him in the many mansions. There, as 
here, it is the workers that count. No shirks 
in heaven.—Northwestern Christian Advocate. 

The Fruit of the Spirit. (543) 
Gal. 5:22. 

The simplest cottage garden of an English 
village today has in it flowers and fruit which 
were unknown .to us in far-off days. These 
have been brought from distant lands. Japan 
has enriched our autumns with the chrysanthe- 
mum, and Constantinople sent us the tulip, 
China has sent us the aster, and the blue 
lobelia came from the Cape of Good Hope. 

So, as new blossoms spring into beauty and 
the people of all our mission fields learn some- 
thing of one another, we may see developing in 
our midst a rich fruitage of character which 


shall have the mystic yearning of the Indian 
without his sensuous indolence; the energy and 
enterprise of the British mind without our 
hardness, or greed, or pride; the inventive 
practicality of the Chinese, yet free from all 
cruelty and bitterness, the ardent passion of 
the African, though with a greater persistence 
and virile strength; the sunny, contagious 
light-heartedness of the South Sea Islander, 
without grossness.—London Chronicle. 


Love. 
1 John 4:19. 

A little girl said: 

“T love you so much, mamma. 
loving Dolly because she never 
back.” 

“And that is why you love me?” 

“That is one why, mamma; but not the first 
one or the best.” 

“And what is the first one and best?” 

“Why, mamma, don’t you guess?” and the 
blue eyes were very bright and earnest. “It’s 
because you loved me when I was too little to 
love back.” 

We love God because he first loved us. It 
is the love of God for us that awakens and feeds 
our love for him.—Lutheran Observer. 


(544) 


I get tired of 
loves me 


Sympathy. (545) 
Heb. 4:15. 

When Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe was starting 
his school for the blind in Boston, he realized 
that if he would help the blind he must be 
able to put himself in their place. So he tied a 
bandage over his eyes and wore it for some 
time every day, “so that he might realize a 
little of what it meant to be blind.” And from 
that time on he became the most remarkable 
teacher of the blind that has ever been known. 


The Lesson of Suffering. (546) 

There was an old colored woman who was 
an unusual example of her race, intelligent, a 
great reader and, what is rare in her race, an 
agnostic. She could not forgive the Fate that 
had made her of despised clay. She resented 
her race and its limitations; she resented her 
color and her position in life; she was rebel- 
lious and hungry for fullness of life and joy, 
and yet without hope. She suffered intensely 
when the little white children, to whom alone 
she could give unlimited devotion because they 
did not know her limitations, grew up and left 
her. She lived in a fierce rebellion against 
the scheme of the universe in which she seemed 
always cast for the part of victim. Finally she 
was attacked by a long and painful illness 
which lasted nearly a year and which she 
knew from the beginning could only end in 
death. The doctor who tended her came to her 
mistress and said that there ought to be some 
legal way of putting a person out of such 
prolonged suffering when death was inevitable, 
and of saving others the expense and waste of 
energy involved in the care of such cases. And 
yet, visibly and definitely, the spirit grew 
through that long illness. Rebellion became 
submission and deeper understanding, resent- 
ment changed into patience and gratitude. She 
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grew to see that the tenderness and love so 
freely showered upon her, the appreciation of 
her many virtues and capacity, were gifts of 
the highest value. And so, at last, suffering 
and weakness taught her the lesson which she 
had failed to learn and solved for her the in- 
serutable problem of life-——Harper’s Weekly. 


Common Things. (547) 

Jim held a spear of timothy grass. Ain’t 
this great?” he exclaimed. ‘Ever notice one 
of these here spears? It’s full of little flowers 
on top, every bit as pretty as a garden posy.” 

“Why, it’s only timothy,” Edith said, “no one 
cares for timothy.” 

“There’s where you’re wrong, ma’am!” re- 
plied Lame Jim, brightly. ‘“The Lord cares 
enough for timothy grass to put these here 
little butterfly crowns on their heads. And he’s 
just as particular about ’em and makes ’em just 
as perfect as the finest flower that grows. If 
we was as particular about our common things, 
the Lord could do something with us. Trouble 
with us is, we kind o’ despise common things.” 

Edith set herself from that time on to find 
the “butterfly crowns” on the timothy grass of 
her daily life—Deaconess Journal. 


Prayer for the Aged. (548) 


“Oh, most merciful God, cast me not off in 
the time of old age; forsake me not if my 
strength faileth. May my hoary head be 
found in righteousness. Preserve my mind 
from dotage and imbecility, and my body from 
protracted disease and excruciating pain. De- 
liver me from despondency in my declining 
years, and enable me to bear with patience 
whatever may be Thy holy will. I humbly ask 
that my reason may be continued to the last, 
and that I may be so comforted and supported 
that I may leave my testimony in favor of the 
reality of religion, and of Thy faithfulness in 
fulfilling Thy gracious promise. And when 
my spirit leaves this clay tenement, Lord Jesus, 
receive it. Send some of the blessed angels to 
convey my inexperienced soul to the mansions 
which Thy love has prepared; and, oh, may I 
have an abundant entrance ministered unto me 
into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ.”—Archibald Alexander. 


Rising. (549) 

General O. O. Howard came fifty years ago to 
the city of Atlanta and addressing a school of 
colored children he asked, “What shall I tell 
the people of the North about you when I re- 
turn?” <A little black boy quickly said, “Tell 
them we are rising.” The poet, Whittier, hear- 
ing of it wrote: 

“O black boy of Atlanta! 

But half was spoken: 

The slave’s chain and the master’s 
Alike are broken. 

The one curse of the races 

Held both in tether: 

They are rising,—all are rising, 
The black and white together!” 

That little black boy of Atlanta is now R. R. 
Wright, president of the Georgia State Indus- 
trial College for Negro youth.—Bulletin Atlanta 
University. 


Courage. (550) 
Dan. 6:18. 

Then answered they and said before the 
king, that Daniel regardeth not thee, O king, 
nor the decree that thou hast signed, but 
maketh his petition three times a day. 

As the imperial yacht Hohenzollern was en- 
tering a Norwegian port, the kaiser, impatient 
at the slowness of the vessel’s speed, himself 
rang the bell indicating “Increase speed.” To 
to kaiser’s amazement the Norwegian pilot, an 
old sea-dog named Nordhuns, rushed to the 
telephone and cried to the engine-room, “Slow 
down; take no notice of the bell.” The kaiser 
looked at the man who dared to speak thus in 
his presence, and said to the pilot: “Go and 
put yourself under arrest.” “I shall not leave 
this place,” replied the old man firmly; “the 
ship is under my guidance and I take orders 
from nobody, not even an emperor.” The offi- 
cers looked on in silence, for they knew that 
the pilot had the nautical regulations in his 
favor. Great was his surprise when they saw 
the emperor quit the bridge, leaving the pilot 
alone. The next day the kaiser, who had re- 
covered his good humor, decorated the old 
sailor, and named him his “official pilot in 
Norwegian waters.” The old sea-dog knew 
the waters better than the emperor did, and he 
knew the danger there was in an increased 
speed, and that the laws of navigation gave 
him the direction of the vessel, and he dared 
the king in doing his duty. There was a hero 
in olden times that often defied the king for 
conscience sake, and was decorated and re- 
warded afterward for his moral courage. 


Two Mottoes to Live By. (551) 
Bishop Merrill in bidding good-bye to the 
students of the Adeline M. Smith Industrial 
Home of Little Rock, Ark., as a last word said: 
“Be good, girls. That covers it all.” The tes- 
timony of superintendent is that those girls 
never forgot the bishop’s admonition. They 
talked for months about it, and those words 
were engraved lastingly upon their memory. 
“Be good, girls. That covers it all.’ And he 
was correct. 
Some years after that Bishop McDowell paid 
a visit to the same institution; and he left his 
parting message, “It is always right to do right, 
and never right to do wrong.” To this day the 
girls cherish those words as of more value than 
gold. They hand them down from class to class. 


Real Creeds of Men. (552) 

“T care not what a man’s creed may be if he 
only lives right, that is enough for me.” How 
often one hears that or something like it. From 
the lips of a preacher it draws approving nods; 
in private conversation it generally finds con- 
sent. 

Such a remark is worthy of attention, as an 
indication and example of the extreme super- 
ficiality of thought of the avérage man. He 
does not say what he means. What he means 
in this case probably is that he cares nothing 
for a man’s opinion on certain theological dog- 
mas once deemed important, but now used only 
as studies in doctrinal archeology in theolog- 
ical seminaries. But if he said that there would 
be no point to it. What he does say is that it 
makes no difference to him what a man believes 
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and that is a different matter. A man’s real 
creed is the belief he lives by and he can’t live 
right without a right creed any more than a 
man can lay out a railroad without accurate 
surveying instruments. Every man has certain 
moral standards by which, more or less closely, 
he regulates his conduct. It makes a difference 
to everybody who comes in contact with him 
what those standards are and how he lives up 
to them. If he is only jailproof honest, for ex- 
ample, and you consider him to be what is 
called honorable, he will probably get the bet- 
ter of you financially. A mistake in sizing up 
his creed may cost you many dollars. 

The only creedless man is an idiot.—The 
Churchman. 


Converted in Jail. (5538) 
Among the Korean prisoners now being tried 
for the second time for “conspiracy” is a man 
of influence among his people, a man of means. 
Yesterday as he was being questioned by the 
judge as to whether he was a Christian or not, 
he said, “Yes, I am a Christian.” The judge 
said, “At the former trial you said you were 
not a Christian.””’ The man answered, “At that 
time I was not a Christian. One month ago 
I gave myself to Jesus.” Torture does not stop, 
persecution does not stop the work of grace. 


Memorial. (554) 
A mother, much beloved, recently passed 
away, and her son spent a modest sum for a 
modest stone at her last resting place, and 
then endowed a room in a hospital for gentle- 
women broken in health. A daughter, instead 
of spending an uncalled-for amount in a monu- 
ment, is putting a girl through college as a 
memorial to her mother. A father lost his lit- 
tle daughter years ago, and planted trees along 
the street where she loved to play. Today those 
trees are the pride of the town. A daughter 
planted a memorial garden for the _ public, 
which is today a spot of wonderful, restful 
beauty, in memory of her mother. A mother 
lost her little baby, and each summer sees to 
it that one hundred babies get pure milk. A 
father who lost his son is educating a poor boy 
as a memorial. All these folks chose living 
memorials to speak for their loved ones instead 
of silent monuments of stone or tablets of 
bronze. Is not this means of honoring the 
passing of our loved ones infinitely the most 
sensible and human? 


Broaden Your Life. (555) 

“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them 
stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations; 
spare not: lengthen thy cords, and strengthen 
thy stakes.” 

The speaker’s voice, ringing with command, 
startled the women. She had come into the 
church merely to hear the music and get away 
from herself for a few minutes. She had not 
expected a message—if she had confessed the 
truth, she would have said that she did not 
want to hear a message. Her life was narrow 
and grimy, and she had grown bitter over it. 
She could have been gracious and charming 
and happy, too, she said to herself often, if 
she had had opportunities like other people. 

“Oh, these pitiful, narrow tents of ours,” it 
was the speaker’s voice again. “One tiny room 


in them, and that full of Self; one altar in 
them, and that dedicated to Self; the curtains 
drawn close lest any of the beauty of God’s 
universe steal in; what a dwelling place for a 
human soul! Where is thy brother in this tent 
of yours? No corner for him anywhere. 
Where the meal for the stranger, who, lonely 
and heart-sore, passes by each day? Where 
the workshop and study room? Where the al- 
tar to the living God? There is no excuse for 
you. The loneliest of you knows that hunger- 
ing hearts have passed your door, and you 
have not fed them. The most ignorant of you 
knows that God’s word gives wisdom, and you 
have not accepted it. The poorest of you 
knows that God offers you himself, and you 
have refused him. Stretch forth the curtains 
of thine habitations and give your poor, 
cramped lives a chance.” 

The woman in the back seat covered her 
face. She had had her message.—Selected. 


VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANS, 
The Home Life. 

The Kingdom of God is * * * joy. 

A pastor who was commending religion to a 
boy expressed the hope that he would give his 
heart to Christ in his youth. ‘Religion is a 
continual joy,’ said he. “Look at your sister 
Sarah. How much that dear girl enjoys her 
religion!” ‘Yes,’ replied the boy, “Sadie may 
enjoy her religion, but nobody else in the house 
does.” The ideal religious life in the home 
will make religion enjoyable to all its inmates. 
—From Record of Christian Work. 
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Christians Without Mucilage. (557) 
Mark 9:28. 

“I don’t see why that man didn’t have more 
influence on his class of boys,” said one to an- 
other, referring to a Sunday School teacher. 
“He used to give them such beautiful talks; 
I have been in his room and heard them.” The 
answer came with a little laugh. “The talks 
were well enough, but they were about as val- 
uable as postage stamps without muscilage— 
nothing back of them to make them stick.”— 
Adapted from Forward. 


Faithful Unto Death. (558) 

When Commodore Joseph Smith saw by the 
first dispatch that reached Washington from 
Fortress Monroe that the Congress on which 
his son was commander, had shown the white 
flag, he said: “Then Joe’s dead!” It was so. 
It is far better to think of men, dying at their 
post of duty, faithful, and without a blot on 
their fair names, than to think of their betray- 
ing their trust, or in any way proving unfaith- 
ful—Adapted from Scriptural Anecdotes. 

Half-Way Christians. (554) 
Matt. 16:24. 

Aunt Dinah described a young member of 
her church as having “Jes’ ’enough ‘lijion to 
make her misable—too much to be happy at 
a dance, an’ too little to be happy in prair 
meetin’.” Alas! the type is common—a trou- 
bled spirit that halts half-way, afraid to go 
back, and unwilling to go forward. There is 
no place in the borderland. The half-way 
Christian is a torment to himself and no bene- 
fit to others —From Forward. 
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Wooden Christians. (560) 
Mark 16:15. 

In one of the sermons of “Sophie, the Wash- 
erwoman,” she says: Some people said they 
saw me talking to a wooden Indian outside a 
cigar store. That might be so, I don’t know. 
My eyesight is poor. But that ain’t so bad as 
being a wooden Christian that never talks for 
Jesus atall. The devil has his peoples around 
talking, and they ain’t afraid to speak to peo- 
ple’s anywhere; why should we be? 


A Season Ticket. 

Luke 12:15. 
The little boy who was seen asleep at the 
theater, night after night, explained toward the 
end of the season, to an inquiring stranger who 
waked him: “Ah, but you see I have to come. 
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OFFICERS 


FUTURE ENGAGEMENTS. 
Chas. F. Allen—March 19-April 2, Athol, Mass. 
William Asher—April, Ringoes, N. J. 


Ralph Atkinson—March 19-April 2, McKees- 
port, Pa.; April 4-6, Rockport, Tll.; April 19-30, 
Lewiston, Mont. 

Mrs, Daisy D. Barry—April 4, Indianapolis, 


Ind. 
W. E. Biederwolf party—Tleb.-April, 
town, Pa.; April 23, Plainfield, N. J. 
Chester Birch—March 19-April 2, Athol, Mass. 
B®. J. Bulgin—March-April, Butte, Mont, 
Mr. and Mrs. Benj. F. Butts—April 5, Dixon, 
Tll.; June-Sept., New York City. 
Byron J. Clark party—April, Gypsum, Kans. 


Norris- 


Coale and Fisher—April, Coleman, Tex., and 
Austin. Tex.; May, Tulsa, Okla. 
D. M. Conn and H. D. Loes—April 9, Pitts- 


burgh, Pa. 

H. T. Crossley—April 5-23, Toronto, Ont.; April 
80-May 14, Guelph, Ont. 

Burke Culpepper—April 2, 
Tenn.; April 16, Van Buren, Ark. 

John W. Erskine—April 12-30, Grand Haven, 
Mich.; May 7-28, Twining, Mich. 

Fenton-Joy party—March 14-April 
tons ON, -Y.. 

couse Lee Fife Party—March-April, Pomona, 


Mt. Pleasant, 


9, Brock- 


al. 

E, J. Forsythe party—March-April, Highland 
Park, Detroit, Mich.; April-May, Burlington, 
Ta.; May-June, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. D. George—April, Manson, Ia. 

S. D. Goodale—March 7-April 2, Hardin, I1l. 

George E. Guille—April 3, New York City. 

W. W. Hall—March-April, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

John W. Ham—April, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Harrington party—April, Plainfield, Wis:; 
May, Hancock, Wis. 

Hart and Magann party—April 2, Troy, N. Y. 

R. G. Heddon—April 4, South Wayne, Wis.; 


April 25, O’Neill, Neb. 
Tilman Hobson—April, Indianapolis, Ind, 
Johnston and Fraser—March 26, Preston, Ont. 
Bob Jones party—April 9, Gloversville, N. Y. 
J. B. Kendall—April 18, Cambridge, Neb. 
G, A. Klein—April 2, Baton Rouge, La.; April 
23, El Reno, Okla. 
Victor Lightbourne—April, O.: 
May, Norfolk, Va. é 
E. P. Lyon—March-April, Manteca, Cal.; May, 
Lathrop, Cal. 


Springfield, 


Milford H. Lyon party—Feb.-April, Spokane, 
Wash.; May 14, Calumet, Mich. 
Mills-Huggins party—March 12-April 2 


Mountain Home, Ida.; March 26-April 16, Haver- 


lock, Neb. April 9-30, Lincoln, Neb. 
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Moody—April 2-23, Gales- 


burg, Ill. 


Iuterdenominational Association of Evangelists 


HENRY W. STOUGH, TREASURER 
WHEATON, 


OFFICE OF 
PARLEY E. ZARTMANN 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
WINONA LAKE, IND. 


I’ve got a season ticket!” Alas for wealth 
which has season tickets for everything, and 
gets the full relish out of nothing!—From the 
Congregationalist. 


ONE POINT FOR THE MULE. 

An old negro porter in the lower house of 
the Texas legislature is somewhat of a philos- 
opher, to say the least, judging from his lecture 
to a few of his assistants the other day when 
they were kicking about some extra work: 

“Some o’ yer fellows,” observed the old negro, 
“nut in der lives kickin’ at nothin’. Dar’s dis 
much to be said foh de mule. If he’s interested 
enough to kick, he’s willing to go to de trouble 
of takin’ aim. An’ dat ain’t no lie.’ 


There’s a Commencement Day sermon in 

that. Young men, take aim! 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ILLINOIS JOHN S. HAMILTON Oo. A. NEWLIN 
c. E. HILLIS FRENCH E, OLIVER 
BOB JONES H. F. SAYLES 
OSCAR LOWRY CHAS. R,. SCOVILLE 
J C. LUOGATE DANIEL S, TOY 
ARTHUR S.MAGANN MELVIN E.TROTTER 
BE. R. Naftzger—aAnril, St. Pau,] Minn. 
P. C. Nelson and party—March-April, Grand 


Rapids, Wis. 

Don W. Nichols—April, Rushville, Ind. 

French E. Oliver party—Feb. 13-April 2, Twin 
Falls, Ia. ‘ 

Miss Sara C. Palmer party—April-May, Clifton 
Springs, N. Y. 

L. K. Peacock—April 16, Fulton, N. Y. 

Ww. A. Pugsley—April, Mexico, N. Y.; May, Sen- 
nett, N. Y. 

Rayburn and Laraway—March 19-April 16, 
Monroe, Wis.; April 23-May 14, Elsworth, Wis. 

Milton S. Rees—April, Concord, N. H. 

F. KB. Rimanoczy—April 2-23, Cortland, N. Y.; 
April 30-May 21, Avon, N. Y.; May 28-June 11, W. 
Salamanca, N. Y. 

J. C. Rinehart—April, Lorain, O. 

Harold F. Sayles—March 26-April 11, 
Rapids, Mich. 

C. C. Smith—April, Jamestown, N. D. 

Gypsy Smith, Jr.—April, Long Branch, N. J. 

aeyeen J. Smith—March 5-April 11, Middlesex, 


Grand 


Br ergke Ls EH. Smith—March 22-April 2, Athol, 
ass. 
Shaye W. Stough party—April 30, Knoxville, 
enn. 

Alfred Sturgeon—April-May, Carpenter, S. D. 

Wm. A. Sunday party—March-April, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Franklin W, Swift—March-April, Boulder, Col. 

Albert Turkington party—March-April, Sykes- 
ville, Pa. 

Chas. F. Weigle party—April, Berwyn, Ill. 

E. B. Westhafer—March 26-April 23, Waynes- 
ville, O, 

Owen O. Wiard—April 4, Platteville, Wis.; 
April 10-16, Kewannee, Ind.; Aug. 13-20, Green 
Lake, Wis. 

Willis and Lytle—March 14-April 2, Le Mars, 
Ja.; April 4-23, Lake View, Ia. 

E, L. Wolslagel—March 19-April 9, Atlanta, 
Ga.; April 16-May 7, Charlotte, N. C.; May 12-22, 
Asheville, N. C. 


FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE OF IMPORTANT 
DATES, 

Children’s Day, June 11, 1916. 

International Y. M. GC. A. Convention, Cleve- 
land, O., May 12-16, 1916. 

Mother’s Day, Mav 14, 1916. 

National Convention, Anti-Saloon League, In- 
beacon oe June 26-29, 1916. 

ational Missionary Congress, Washington, D 

C., April 26-30, 1916. i = ; 

Northern Baptist 


: Convention, 
Minn., May, 1916, 


Minneapolis, 
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HUQUUUUUUUUAUAUTUEUEE UDA 


Palm Sunday 


IOV tc 


THE HOMILETIC YEAR—APRIL : 
G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


Good Friday 


Srl Tete 


Easter 


iz 


PALM SUNDAY 


The way to capture the city for Christ is to 
go for the multitude. They will respond to the 
truth. This is the way to capture the villages 
and the country too. The common people heard 
Jesus gladly, and millions have enthroned him 
in their hearts since the memorable March of 
the first Palm Sunday. Oh that Christ’s heart 
of love may turn the great cities of the world 
into his triumphal procession! 

Fellow pastors, let us urge the people to 
crown Christ King. Make Palm Sunday a De- 
cision Day, when men, women and children 
shall be called to come under the kindly and 
loving sway of the kingly Christ. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. (564) 
The Triumphal Entry: “And when they 
came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and 


Bethany at the Mount of Olives,” etc. Mark 
11:1-11. 
I. The occasion of their homage. II. The 


scene of this homage. III. The offerings of 
this homage. IV. By what actions this homage 
was expressed. 


Who Is This? Matt. 21:10. I. Feeling that 
led to this inquiry. 1. With many it was 
thoughtless wonder. 2. With others it was 
angry jealousy. 3. Others were in irresolute 
doubt. II. The true answer to the question. 
1. Ask the surrounding multitudes. 2. Ask 
the ancient prophets. Zech. 9:9. 3. Ask the 
apostles after they were enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost. 4. Ask the experienced believer. 


Who Comes? “Who is this?” Matt. 21:10. 
I. Who comes? No temporal deliverer. A di- 
vine King. The Son of God. God the Son. II. 
To whom does he come? To the world needing 
a Redeemer. To humanity needing a Ruler. 
To individuals needing a Saviour and King. ITI. 
In what manner does he come? Meek. Lowly. 
Twin graces are these. We need them. IV. 
How ought we to purpose to receive him? We 
should go forth to meet him. We should seek 
his reign within and over us. 

Entire Consecration: “The Lord hath need 
of him.” Mark 11:3. I. The Lord hath need 
of you. 1. Your love. 2. Your prayers. 3. 
Your praises. 4. Your talents. II. Some 
forms of reply to this claim. 1. Unbelief de- 
nies it. 2. Weakness hesitates to answer it, 
and lets the opportunity pass. 3. Simulation 
seems to yield to it, but does not. 4. Selfish- 
ness hugs her own. Oh, answer the claim 
with a prompt and entire consecration! 

The Kingly Christ: “Hosanna: Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” Mark 
11:9. Christ, though disguised and poor, is yet 
King of this world. But he is a Prince of 
peace, and his victories are by the weapons of 


peace. I. The triumphal procession. II. 
Hosannas to the King. 1. Jesus is our King. 
2, How we may express our homage. 3. The 


final triumph of his kingdom. 4. Why it is 
blessed to belong to it. Christ inspires the 
religious feelings with gladness. Christ en- 


courages the expression of religious feeling. 
Popular Attractions. 
Matt. 11:1-11. 
Here is a multitude: 
1. Attracted by marvellous intelligence. 


(565) 


II. Following the example of the few. 
III. Rendering regal honor to the son of a 
carpenter. 


IV. Looking for material aggrandizement, 
V. In a little while exchanging “Hosanna” 
for “Crucify Him.”—F. W. 


Casting Their Garments. (566) 

“And cast on him their garments.” Mark 11:7. 
For ordinary journeying on the stony bridle- 
paths, the donkey was as quick as a horse, and 
was beside more sure-footed and _ easily 
handled. A white Jerusalem donkey of good 
pace and pedigree still costs as much as a 
horse. The saddle was easily improvised by 
folding up several of the large felt-like cloaks, 
and these could be held in position by fastening 
a sash around the body of the animal. The 
casting of garments in the path made a proces- 
sion of honor such as would be prepared for 
royal personages and great conquerors. Of 
these the extreme instance is the living carpet 
of honor which is provided when men lay tt.em- 
selves down in closely packed tiers across the 
road and are slowly ridden over by the hcerse 
of a Moslem sheikh who had returned safely 
from the Mecca pilgrimage.—G. M. Mackie. DD. 


The Kingly Christ. (567) 

“Hosanna; blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” Mark 11:9. 

Because of the distance of time and the dif- 
ference of customs it is not easy for us to grasp 
how perfectly Jesus made plain his claims to 
be the appointed Messiah and King of the 
Jews. “This thing was not done in a corner;” 
it was perfectly plain to every intelligent Jew, 
and so plain to the men in positions of author- 
ity that they were compelled to “do something 
about it.” He claimed to be nothing less than 
Almighty God’s chosen person to effect the sal- 
vation of the individual soul and the salvation 
of the Hebrew people, and the transformation 
and salvation of human society. There can be 
no mistake about it. It is folly to argue that 
Jesus is something less than the Messiah. We 
cannot do that and avoid showing that he was 
either self-deceived, as Renan says, or else an 
open hypocrite. Jesus Christ claims to be the 
only Saviour of us all, and that triumphal entry 
is absolutely typical of the response that we 
each must make to his claim. Will he look 
round about and find us treating him as king, 
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or frigidly looking upon him as a pretender to 
be speedily disposed of? Will we crown him 
or crucify him afresh? 


Welcoming the King. 

“Behold thy king cometh unto thee.” 
7A LCS 

Did you ever happen to be in the city of 
Washington when a President of the United 
States was being inaugurated? It is a great 
sight. The country has seen many similar dem- 
onstrations. One of the greatest of them all 
was the celebration in New York City and 
harbor when Admiral Dewey returned with his 
ships from the Philippines. Admiral Dewey 
had won a great and glorious victory at Manila, 
one that was destined to change the map of the 
world and the history of the nations. The peo- 
ple of the United States were filled with a 
riotous enthusiasm for him and for the splen- 
did officers and men that were with him at the 
battle of Manila. When the battle-worn fleet 
came back to New York harbor, the nation 
seemed to lay down the tools of industry and 
grasp a flag to wave in rejoicing. Any one who 
saw the parade in the streets of New York wiil 
never forget it nor the apparently limitless 
crowds who cheered their heroes. 


It was worth something to see Dewey and 
Fullerton and Gridley on the bridges of the 
very warships where they had stood in battle. 
The thunderous salutes of cannon that re- 
echoed from the hills of New Jersey were 
praise to the men we honored. The harbor, all 
ablaze with electric lights and fireworks, was 
another signal of applause. 


The world has seen many such days, but none 
so significant as that shouting crowd that ac- 
companied the King of Kings when he entered 
Jerusalem to endure and conquer the hosts of 
death. ‘ 


(568) 
Matt. 


Songs or Silence? (569) 

“Behold thy King cometh unto thee.” Matt. 
2035: 

I. Jesus was the King of the Jews. His 


Hebrew lineage was royal, without flaw or 
break. He was announced to the shepherds, by 
the heavenly hosts, as a king. He was heralded 
to the Hebrew nation as king, by the prophet 
from the wilderness. He claimed to be a king. 
He had all the personal graciousness and 
power of a king. 

II. Here is the great climax. The prophecies 
of centuries come to a head. The King, long 
promised and looked for, has come, and is now 
riding into the royal city. How will he be re- 
ceived? 

III. There is no doubt about the reception 
by the multitudes. They break branches from 
the trees, and strew the roadway for his com- 
ing. Then one man pulls off his garment and 
adds it to the green, and another, till the King’s 
colt is walking over a carpet of nature’s beauty 
and man’s woven love combined. Then they 
begin singing, “Hosanna. Blessed be the 
King!” 

A great crowd comes out of the city to meet 
and greet Jesus. They likewise carpet the roaq. 
and pick up the song. And the two crowds 
sing back and forth, answering each other, 
joyous antiphonal music, a truly Hebrew and 


a truly royal scene. This is the answer of the 
common crowd to the King’s claim. 

Iv. But—but, as they come to the city, an 
ominous silence greets him. The leaders look. 
They know what it all means. These leaders 
are the nation, technically, officially and prac- 
tically. They understand perfectly the mean- 
ing of his action of so riding into the nation’s 
capital. And they understand the crowd’s ac- 
tion, too; and more, they understand Jesus’ ac- 
ceptance of the crowd’s homage. And this was 
clear. 

But, their own resolution was as set, in a 
rigid coldness, the other way. Their silence 
was their answer, their rejection as positive 
and absolute as rejection could be. It really 
began in the silent contemptuous rejection of 
John’s testimony to their official deputation at 
the beginning (John 1:19-28). They would not 
accept this Jesus. The King is rejected by the 
nation.—S. D. Gordon. 


Palm Sunday Prayer. (570) 

Our Father, we praise thy name for the tri- 
umph of the lowly King of kings, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In him we find no pride that 
marks the kings of earth, no arrogance that 
claims power for the sake of self. We yield to 
him today because he draws us into loyalty and 
allegiance by the strong, constraining love of 
one who has laid down his life for us. Lord. 
enter here today, we pray thee, as we swing 
wide the gates of our lives to thy triumphal 
coming! Nothing that we may spread before 
thee is sufficient to tell of our love to thee. 
May thy coming be in the fulness of thy pres- 
ence, and may our welcome withhold nothing 
at all from thee. In the name of the Lord we 
lift our prayer and our praise this day. Amen. 


Christ Standing Above the City. (571) 

One of the saddest episodes in all Christ’s 
life occurred during this triumphal procession. 
Luke tells us about it. As our Lord came 
within view of the Holy City glorious with its 
memories of a resplendent past, he wept at the 
sight, and broke out in lamentations. 

Does he not do the same as he stands upon 
the Palisades of the Hudson and looks down 
on New York, in many ways the greatest city 
in the world? Does he not say, “If thou hadst 
known this day, even thou, the things which 
belong unto peace!” If the men of Wall Street 
and the women of Fifth avenue could see him 
standing there, would they turn from their 
money-getting and their pursuit of pleasure? 
They could see him, if they would.—Amos R. 
Wells. 


The Kingly Spirit. 


(572) 
“Thy King cometh unto thee.” He had the 


true kingly spirit,—pure, noble, holy; not of 
pride, but of lowliness; nor of exultation, but 
of daily service and helpfulness; sanctifying 
and exalting common things; not afar off in se- 
clusion, but near the people; not receiving 
from the people, but giving to them, full of 
compassion, “the King of Love.” 


Spread Their Garments. (573) 

“Spread their garments in the way.” . This 
was a recognition act of homage to a king. So 
Jehu, when the officers of the army of Israel 


714 


chose him as their ruler, walked upon th 
garments which they spread beneath whis feet 
(2 Kings 9:13). So Agamemnon in barbaric 
pomp after the manner of Hastern kings, en- 
tered his palace at Mycenae, walking upon 
costly carpets (Aeschylus, Agam. S01) pe Son in 
later history, the young Sir Walter Raleigh 
when Queen Elizabeth came to a miry part of 
the road, took off his new and costly plush 
mantle and spread it on the ground for the 
queen to walk over. Herodotus records that 
when Xerxes was passing over the bridge of 
the Hellespont, the way before him wags strewn 
with branches of myrtle, while burning per- 
fumes filled the air. Quintius Curtius tells of 
the scattering of flowers in the way before 
Alexander the Great when he entered Babylon, 
Monier, in our own day, saw the way of a 
Persian ruler strewn with roses for three 
miles; while glass vessels filled with sugar 
were broken under his horse’s feet—the sugar 
being symbolical of prosperity.—Isaac H. Hall. 
Hosanna. (574) 
“Hosanna” is a rendering into Greek letters 
of the Hebrew words, “Save, we pray!” (Psa. 
118:25) not save us, but save the King. Had 
the event occurred in Rome, the shout would 
probably would have been, “Io triumphe!” Had 
it occurred in modern France, the people would 
have called out, “Vive! Vive le roi!” and the 
Italians, ‘‘Viva!” 


The Triumphal Procession down the Ages. (575) 

The triumphal procession of Christ is still 
going on, across continents and centuries; and 
it will continue, growing larger, more enthu- 


siastic, till he enters the new Jerusalem as 
“King of kings and Lord of lords.” Commerce, 
railroads, printing-presses, inventions, wealth, 
civilization, are aiding his triumph, paving his 
way, and advancing his glory. All are cast 
down before him in his onward march. And 
all the redeemed, ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand and thousands of thousands, are singing 
his hosannas, and joining in the song, “Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and hon- 
or, and glory, and blessing.” 

“The gospel banner wide unfurled 

Shall wave in triumph o’er the world, 

And every creature, bond and free, 

Shall hail the glorious jubilee.” 

Wendell Phillips once said: “They will show 
you at Rome the stately column of the Emperor 
Trajan. Carved on its outer surface is the tri- 
umphal march of the emperor, when he came 
back to Rome, leading all nations, all tongues, 
all customs, all races, in the retinue of his con- 
quest; and they traced it on the eternal mar- 
ble, circling the pillar from base to capital. 
Just such is my idea of America, broad 
enough and brave enough to admit both sexes, 
all creeds and all tongues in the triumphal pro- 
cession of this great daughter of the West of 
the Atlantic * * * treading under foot sex and 
race, caste and condition, and collecting on the 
broad bosom of what deserves the name of em- 
pire, under the shelter of noble, just, and equal 
laws, all races, all customs, all religions, all 
languages, all literature, and all ideas.” 

Let this suggest something of the coming 
glory of Christ’s reign, as he shall march in 
triumphal down the ages. 


GOOD FRIDAY 


The Place of the Crucifixion. (575a) 
Where was our Lord crucified? At the place 
called “The Skull;” Hebrew, Golgatha, Latin, 
Calvary. This was ‘without the gate” (Heb. 
13:12), which discredits the traditional site, the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, far within the 
walls of the present city. It was evidently near 
a road thronged with travelers (Matt. 27:39). 
Modern scholars have fixed upon ‘the skull- 
shaped knoll above Jeremiah’s grotto, outside 
the present north wall, near the Damascus gate. 
It answers all the requirements of the Gospel 
narratives, being outside the walls, nigh to the 
city, in a conspicuous position, near a frequent- 
ed thoroughfare—the main north road, and near 
to ancient rock-hewn tombs. Moreover, Jew- 
ish tradition regards this hill as the place of 
public execution, and the Jews still call it “the 
Place of Stoning.” Christian tradition, also, as 
old as the fifth century, fixes this as the place 
of the stoning of Stephen. No other place 
would have been so convenient to the Romans 
for the crucifixion, starting, as they probably 
did, from the castle of Antonia, a part of the 
outer ramparts on the northeast.” 


The Seven Words From the Cross. (576) 


We may well believe that all of our Lord’s 
words as he hung upon the cross have been 
preserved. In a very wonderful way the seven 
utterances that have come down to us repre- 


sent the seven most important phases of 
Christ’s character and work. 
The Word of Forgiveness. 

First word: “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” Luke 23:34. 

The Word of Forgiveness. This was prob- 
ably spoken as the cross, with Christ nailed to 
it, “was lifted up and planted in the ground, 
with a rough shock of indescribable agony.” 
“He hastened to apply the first outgushing of 
that redeeming blood.” His coming to earth 
was that he might prove God’s readiness to for- 
give men, and now he includes in that readiness 
even his murderers, the harsh soldiers, Annas, 
Caiaphas, Herod, Pilate, and us, too, when by 
our sins we “crucify the Son of God afresh.” 

The Word of Salvation. 

Second word: “Today shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise.” Luke 23:43. 

The Word of Salvation, spoken about noon. 
One of the robbers, moved by Christ’s bearing 
and his words of tender forgiveness, and per- 
haps having some previous knowledge of him, 
rebuked the railing of the other robber, and 
begged for Christ’s help into eternal happiness. 
How ready was Christ to grant it! He had come 
for that one thing, to seek and save the lost. 

The Word of Love. 

Third word: ‘Woman, behold thy son * * * 
behold, thy mother.” John 19:26. 

The Word of Love. Joseph, judging from the 
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silence of the record, had died long before, and 
Mary was a widow. Some have held that Christ 
addressed Mary respectfully but vaguely as 
“Woman,” “Lady,” because had he called her 
“Mother,” she would have been exposed to the 
rough taunts of the brutal soldiers. Others see 
in the words, “And from that hour the disciple 
took her unto his own home,” an indication of 
Christ’s desire that Mary should at once be led 
away by John, and spared the further agony of 
watching him. “John’s devotion to his dying 
Lord—alone of the disciples exposed to the 
peril of the cross—is thus abundantly recom- 
_pensed. As John’s was the greatest personal 
love, it was honored with the largest earthly 
requital.” 
The Word of Atonement. 

Fourth word: “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me.” Matt. 27:46. 

The Word of Atonement, wherein the Son of 
God entered the deepest pit of human woe, the 
sense of abandonment and utter loss, and thus 
became completely at one with our humanity. 
It was spoken toward the end of that mys- 
terious darkness that seized the country from 
noon till three o’clock. “The Son of God felt as 
if he had been deserted by his Father. It was 
the darkening of his human soul, not the hiding 
of God’s countenance.” “The divine horror of 
that moment is unfathomable by human soul. 
It was blackness of darkness. And yet he would 
believe. Yet he would hold fast. God was his 
God yet. My God—and in the cry came forth 
the victory.” 

The Word of Physical Suffering. 

Fifth word: “I thirst.” John 19:28. 

The Word of Physical Suffering, as the fourth 
was the word of spiritual suffering. Christ’s 
thirst must have been torturing, his body ex- 
posed, almost uncovered, to the fierce noonday 
heat of Palestine. There is no agony like that 
of unassuaged thirst; it is the one cry of the 
wounded as they lie untended on the battlefield: 
“Water! Water!” “He thirsts that we may 
not thirst, that we may receive from him that 
gift of the water of life which shall cause us 
never to thirst any more.” 

The Scripture fulfilled in this cry is Psa. 
22:15; 69:21. “Only when all else had been at- 
tended to (‘Knowing that all things are fin- 
ished’) did Christ attend to his own physical 
sensations. They filled a sponge, because a 
cup was impracticable, and put it around a 
stalk of hyssop, and thus applied the restora- 
tive to his mouth. All that was requisite was 
a reed two or three feet long, as the crucified 
was only slightly elevated.” “He had refused 
the stupefying draught, which would have 
clouded his faculties; he accepts what will re- 
vive them for the effort of a willing surrender 
of his life.” 


The Word of Triumph. 

Sixth word: “It is finished.” John 19:30. 

The Word of Triumph. This is one word in 
the Greek, and it has been called “the greatest 
single word ever uttered.” “No other man, 
since the world began, could have said that 
word as Jesus said it. He had lived a perfect, 
complete human life, in which there were no 
mistakes, no omissions, no shortcomings. The 
atonement was complete, because it was the of- 


fering of a perfect life.” “In one sense nothing 
he did was ended. But the atoning sacrifice 
had been offered once for all. Our Lord saw a 
long wake of light crossing the past and 
stretching forward to the future.” 

The Word of Reunion. 

Seventh word: “Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” Luke 23:46. 

The Word of Reunion, spoken at 3 p. m., the 
time of the evening sacrifice. “The last act of 
our Lord in thus commending his spirit to the 
Father, was only a summing up of what he had 
been doing all his life. He had been offering 
this sacrifice of himself all the years.” “The 
thought of the Father penetrated and possessed 
our Lord’s whole life. What wonder that he 


turned to the Father at the last with perfect 
confidence?” 


Lessons From the Crucifixion. (578) 


“And they crucified him.” Matt. 27:35. 


I. The deed transforms the place. Calvary, 
the place of execution, has become the center 
of the world’s history and the world’s salvation. 
“The great central event in all history is the 
death of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
The centuries circle round the cross.” 


2. The cost of salvation smites all indiffer- 
ence to religion. If Christ was willing to die 
that we might be saved, what ought not we to 
do? 

3. Those that watch Christ may find in him 
a King, a Redeemer, an Example, or, if they 
themselves are bad, only a subject for mockery 
and insult. Which company shall we join? 


4. The cross expresses God’s feelings toward 
sin, his readiness to forgive sin, the terrible 
evil and danger of sin that costs such a sacri- 
fice for deliverance from it. No one would suf- 
fer so much to save others from a slight evil or 
little danger. 


5. The cross declares, in “letters that can be 
read from the stars,’ God’s love to man. God 
did not put punishment upon an innocent per- 
son. The atonement on the cross was a volun- 
tary sacrifice. When the Greeks were besieging 
Troy, and met with ill success, the priest Cal- 
chas told them that the only way to appease the 
offended goddess, and gain the victory, was to 
sacrifice to Diana, Iphigenia, the beautiful 
daughter of Agamemnon. And these brave men of 
old are said to have taken her by strategy and 
force, and brought this innocent girl to the al- 
tar to slay her. This sacrifice (though she was 
rescued) was mean and unjust beyond words to 
express. But when any persons have offered 
themselves, as Horatius and his comrades at 
the bridge of Rome, or the nobles of Calais to 
Edward the Sixth, the sacrifice has been the 
height of heroism. The sacrifice expressed the 
highest love possible. 


6. The cross furnishes every possible motive 
for turning from sin, touching the heart with 
love, showing our danger, giving us hope of for- 
giveness and life, teaching the law of duty, 
which prefers death to failure or neglect. It 
shows the value of our souls, the value of sal- 
vation, and the worth of eternal life in heaven. 
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Watchers by the Cross. 
Luke 23:34-38. 


I. The friendly watchers, who were learning 
lessons that would bless all their future life. 

II. The unfriendly watchers, who were ill- 
treating him who was dying to save them from 
sin and death. 


(579) 


Had They Victory Over Christ? 

Luke 23:33. 
The Jews now felt that they had gained the 
victory over Christ; but their efforts were 
vainer than those of the maid who tried to 
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Sweep out the tides of the ocean with her 
broom. A New England pastor was preaching 
in a substantial edifice, apparently designed to 
outlive an earthquake. Suddenly a lunatic 
started up, denounced the minister, and de- 
clared that he would at once pull down the 
meeting-house about their ears. Taking hold 
of one of the pillars of the gallery this self- 
announced Samson repeated his threatening in 
a stentorian voice. Everybody was more or less 
excited and frightened, when a brother rose up 
near the pulpit and produced an immediate 
calm by a single sentence. “Let him try,’ was 
the stern sarcasm which hushed the tempest. 


EASTER 


On Earth, Deliverance. 
is Corsabsb5; 

In 1799, when the armies of Napoleon were 
Sweeping over the Continent, Massena, one of 
his generals, with an army of 18,000 men, sud- 
denly appeared on the heights above the little 
town of Feldkirk, on the frontier of Austria. It 
was Haster Day, and as the morning sun glit- 
tered upon the weapons of the French, the town 
council hastily assembled to consult what was 
to be done. Should a deputation be sent to Mas- 

sena with the keys of the town and an entreaty 
for mercy, or should they attempt resistance? 
Then the old dean of the church stood up, and 
said: “This is Easter Day. We have been 
counting on our own strength, and that fails. 
This is the day of our Lord’s resurrection. Let 
us ring the bells and have service as usual, and 
leave the matter in God’s hands. We know only 
our weakness and not the power of God.” Then 
all at once from the three or four church tow- 
ers the bells began to chime joyous peals in 
honor of the resurrection, and the streets were 
filled with worshippers hastening to the house 
of God. The French heard with alarm the sud- 
den clangor of joy bells, and concluded that the 
Austrian army had arrived in the night to re- 
lieve the place. Massena soon broke up his 
camp, and before the bells had ceased ringing 
not a Frenchman was to be seen. “Not by an 
army, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” 


Haster is a great deliverance for all of God’s 


(581) 


people. ‘“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory ?’—H. 
The Stone Rolled Away. (582) 


“The angel of the Lord descended from heav- 
en, and came and rolled back the stone from 
the door, and sat upon it.” Matt. 28:2. 

In a cemetery at Hanover, Germany, there is 
a grave on which great slabs of granite and 
marble were piled, cemented together and fast- 
ened with steel clasps. It is the grave of a 
woman who did not believe that Jesus rose 
from the dead, nor that she nor any one else 
would live again after death. In her will she 
ordered her grave to be made so secure that if 
there were a resurrection of the dead it could 
not reach her. On the stone these words were 
engraved: “This burial-place must never be 
opened.” 

A little seed, however, chanced to be covered 
over by the stones, and, beginning to grow, it 
‘tried to find its. way out to the light. You 


would not think a little growing plant could 
wrench those steel clasps from their sockets 
and burst the cemented stone-slabs, but it did. 
That little seed has become a full-grown tree, 
and the great stones have fallen over to give 
it room. 


Caiaphas and other enemies of Jesus thought 
that when the tomb in which his body had been 
laid was made secure, it could not be opened; 
but the power of God that worked through a lit- 
tle seed in Hanover worked in a more marvel- 
ous way to open that tomb near Jerusalem.— 
M. T 


Firstfruits and Full Sheaf. (583) 


“Now is Christ risen from the dead and be- 
come the firstfruits of them that slept.” 1 Cor. 
15°20. 


“Where shall I go after I die?’ asked a dying 
Hindu of the Brahmin priest to whom he had 
given money to pray for his salvation. 

The Brahmin priest replied, “You will first 
of all go into a holy quadruped.” 


“But,” said the Hindu, “where shall I go 
then?” 

“Then you will go into a singing bird.” 

“But,” said the poor man, “where then shall 
I go?’ 

“Then,” said the priest, “you will go into a 
beautiful flower.” 

The man flung up his hands in agony and 
cried, “But where shall I go last of all?” 

Thank God, this Easter-time answers that 
question for us. Jesus died and rose again, 
and he is now preparing a home for us in 
heaven. Because he lives we shall also, and 
we shall live with him.—H. 


Will Get Them Back. — 

“There shall ye see him.” Matt. 28:7. 

Two Korean women stood watching a funeral 
procession on its way to the foreign cemetery. 
“What sight is this?” asked one. “The bury- 
ing of the good missionary’s little son,” 
answered the other, sorrowfully. “That is very, 
very sad,” replied the first, sympathetically. In 
Korea a son is by far the most precious of all 
possessions. “Yes, it is very sad; but not so 
bad for them as for us,” said the other. “They 
know something that makes them sure that 
they will get their children back some day. We 
know nothing about how to get ours back 
again.’—The Indian Witness. 


(584) 
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Your Easter Duty. (585) 
“Go quickly, and tell.” Matt. 28:7. : 
S. D. Gordon pictures Gabriel as asking 


Christ, when he reached heaven, what recogni- 
tion the world had given of his divine suffering 
for its sake. Christ replied that only a few in 
Palestine know of it. Gabriel feels that more 
ought to know—that the whole world ought to 
know—and he asks, ‘What is your plan, Mas- 
ter, for telling them of it?’ Jesus is supposed 
to reply, “I have asked Peter, and James, and 
John, and Andrew, and a few others, to make it 
the business of their lives to tell others, and 
those others others, until the last man in the 
farthest circle has heard the story and felt the 
power of it.” “But suppose they do not tell 
others—what then?’ Gabriel asks. And Jesus 
answers, quietly, “Gabriel, I haven’t made any 
other plans. I’m counting on them.” He is 
counting on us to tell others. 


And that is our Easter lesson of duty. Jesus 
is counting on us to tell others the good news 
of his birth and life and death and resurrec- 


tion. Go quickly, and tell. Tell. Tell again 
and again. Keep on telling the blessed story. 
—H. 


Taking Wings. (586) 
“He is not here; for he is risen as he said.” 
Matt. 28:6. 


Two little birds had a nest in the bushes in 
the back of the garden. Amy found the nest. 
It had four speckled eggs in it. One day, after 
she had been away for some time, she ran into 
the garden to take a peep at the speckled eggs. 
Instead of the beautiful eggs, there were only 
broken, empty shells. ‘Oh!” she said, picking 
out the pieces, “the beautiful eggs are all 
spoiled and broken.” “No, Amy,” said her 
brother, “they are not spoiled; the best part of 
them has taken wings and flown away.” So it 
is in death; the body left behind is only an 
empty shell, while the soul, the better part, 
has taken wings and flown away. 


Easter Talk to Children. (587) 

Young Mr. Pupa had been crawling around 
for some time enjoying himself in the sunshine, 
and eating just about everything in sight and 
some things not in sight. He was not very old, 
but he was grown. It may help to understand 
why Mr. Pupa crawled if we remember that 
he was only a worm, and the name that he bore 
was not his real name, but the name of the 
thing into which he was going to be trans- 
formed. The little girls, who thought he was 
“horrid,” called him a “nasty old caterpillar.” 

One day he lost all interest in everything. 
He prepared for death, which he felt sure was 
near. He made his own winding sheet, and 
wrapped himself in it. His friends mourned 
his loss, and thought that he was dead. So he 
was. Mr. Pupa would never be a caterpillar 
again. The caterpillar was dead. But Mr. 
Pupa was not. He was much alive. He was 
only asleep. 

One day there was a moving and an opening 
of the little casket in which Mr. Pupa was 
asleep. Soon something came slipping out, 
leaving the old shell. It was a beautiful, bright- 
winged butterfly. He pauses for a little while, 
then he mounts up on his own wings far above 
the dusty ways in which he used to go when he 


was a caterpillar. Instead of crawling in the 
dirt he flew from flower to flower, he goes high 
into the pure air, over the green meadows and 
flowing streams. He is the same Mr. Pupa, but 
in a different form. Z ; 

Is there anything strange or mysterious 
about that? Millions of our friends of the in- 
sect world have just that experience. Why then 
should it be thought a thing incredible that 
Christ should rise the dead? If he can change 
a crawling caterpillar into a beautiful butter- 
fly, he can also change these mortal bodies of 
ours into the immortal and glorious bodies like 
unto his own. He is the first-fruit. Those who 
love him shall also be raised and be like him.— 
B. W. Spillman. 


Easter Day Questions. (588) 

How long have you been alive? 

How long do you expect to live? 

What kind of a life do you want yours to be? 

What is the longest time any of us can expect 
to live here? 

What then? 

What did Christ say about the life to come? 

When did he say, “Because I live ye shall live 
also?” 

What did he say about abundant life? 

What kind of a life do you hope to have in 
the world to come? 

How can you get ready for that? - 

Why do we celebrate Haster? 

Why should we be very joyful at the Easter 
time? 


Easter Life Gives Freedom. (589) 
Did you ever watch the inflation of a 
balloon and note how, as the heat filled it, it 
struggled like a thing alive to free itself from 
the earth and soar heavenward? And did you 
think how typical that was of the old, old bat- 
tle between the flesh and spirit that mankind 
is fighting? And when the last cord that bound 
the balloon to the earth was untied, and it rose 
with victory stamped upon every fibre of the 
canvas, did you carry the analogy further and 
picture the dominion that the death of the 
Christian gains over all that is of the earth, 
earthly and sinful? 


“First-Fruits of Them That Slept.” (590) 
There was once a famous cape reputed to be 
the fatal barrier to the navigation of the ocean. 
Of all those whom the winds or the currents 
had drawn into its surrounding waters it was 
said that none had reappeared. A bold navi- 
gator determined to surmount the obstacle. He 
opened the route to the Hast Indies, acquired 
for his country the riches of the world, and 
changed the Cape of Storms into the Cape of 
Good Hope. So Christ has proved himself 
death’s conqueror and made the grave to be for 
us the gate of life.—Christian Age. 


The Ever-Brightening Hope. (591) 

“Yours in the ever-brightening and blessed 
hope.” With these words a ministerial brother 
closes a brief personal note. The “ever-bright- 
ening” gave us an arrest of thought. The 
“Dlessed hope of the glorious appearing” of the 
Saviour whom we love overarches the sky of 
the believer’s future. Blessed is the man to 
whom it is indeed an “over-brightened” hope, 
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for this can be said of those only who are “look- 
ing for and hastening unto” the glorious com- 
ing. It is like the “shining more and more” 
of the path of the just as it draws nearer “the 
perfect day.” 

Thanks be to God for the hope “that maketh 
not ashamed”—a hope “sure and steadfast,” a 
hope immortal, unquenchable, a hope ever 
brightening as the darkness deepens into the 
night of the last tribulation. 


The Easter Faith. (592) 

The Easter faith points us not to the graves 
in our cemeteries, but to the gates of heaven— 
those gates “whose key love keeps on that side, 
and on this side, death.” This cheering Easter 
faith comes to us, as did the angel-message to 
the two Marys on the first Easter morning, and 
says, “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” 
Our loved ones are not dead, they are alive. We 
ourselves are not born to die, but to live. 

A boy whose little sister was dying had heard 
that if he could secure but a single leaf from 
the tree of life that grew in the garden of God, 
the illness could be healed. He set out to find 
the garden, and implored the angel sentinel to 
let him have one leaf. The angel asked the 
boy if he could promise that his sister should 
never be sick any more if his request were 
granted, and that she should never be unhappy, 
nor do wrong, nor be cold, or hungry, nor be 
treated harshly. The boy said he could not 
promise. Then the angel opened the gate a 
little way, bidding the child to look into the 
garden for a moment, to have one glimpse of its 
beauty. “Then, if you still wish it,” said the 
angel, “I will myself ask the King for a leaf 
from the tree of life to heal your sister.” The 
boy looked in; and, after seeing all the won- 
drous beauty and blessedness within the gates, 
he said softly to the angel, “I will not ask the 
leaf now. There is no place in all the world so 
beautiful as that. There is no friend so kind 
as the angel of death. I wish he would take 
me too.” : 

If we only knew, if we could see a little 
further in, no doubt that is the way we would 
all feel about death. But it is something much 
like this our Easter faith does for us. It opens 
doors. It gives us glimpses of glory. It is this 
that Christ came into the world to do for us, 
to bring life and immortality to light for us 
through his Gospel—through our knowledge of 
his resurrection and of our union with him as 
a living Saviour.—H. 


It Looks Like Death, There is 
no Death. (593) 

What sort of proof would it take to convince 
aman that Jesus rose from the dead if he did 
not want to believe it? Let us frankly admit 
that there is no possibility of convincing such 
aman. This is possibly the reason why Jesus 
did not stand in the temple and arraign his 
persecutors after his resurrection. We say that 
“seeing is believing,” yet there is many a thing 
‘in which seeing is no certain ground for be- 
lieving. 

When first Copernicus tried to explain to 
men that the earth moved around the sun, they 
said that it was impossible, because a man 
- could see with his own eyes that the sun 
moved,—you could see that it moved. Yet 


Copernicus was right. It is the earth that 
moves. If you take a ruler and draw two ab- 
solutely parallel lines an inch apart and eight 
inches long, then draw short lines an inch long 
across them in a slanting direction so that the 
slanting cross lines converge toward the mid- 
dle, your eyes will testify to you that those 
lines are not parallel, but incline toward each 
other. If you look down a long stretch of 
straight railroad-track, your eyes say that the 
rails will come almost to a V in the distance, 
but they do not. If the train you are riding 
on passes an engine that is whistling, sour 
ears say that it starts high and ends lower, but 
it doesn’t. 


So it looks as if the soul of man could not 
live after death, and it looked as though Christ 
lived no more after his death, but he did live 
and does live, and we shall also live with him. 
—Sunday School Times. 


Easter Light Upon Death. (594) 

A dying Scotchman was asked: “Have you a 
glimpse of glory now, my brother, that you 
are dying?” He roused himself and said: “I'll 
hae none o’ your glimpses noo that I am dying, 
since I ha’en a full look at Him for forty 
years.” We all hope to have that full look at 
Christ in dying. Let us have it now! “The 
kingdom of God is within you,” said Christ. 

It was said of a pious old Puritan that 
‘heaven was in him before he got to heaven.” 
Heaven begins here and now. A Scotchman be- 
ing asked if he ever expected to go to heaven, 
give the quaint reply, “Why, mon, I live there!” 
Heaven consists in nothing else than living, 
walking, abiding, resting in the Divine Pres- 
ence. There are many souls who enter into 
this heaven before leaving the body.—H. 


Easter Hope Takes the Sting Out 
of Death. (595) 

Too many Christians suffer from the fear of 
death, though we are sure they do not fear as 
others do. But the flesh is weak and we shrink 
from death. The cure for this is to be found 
in a fuller confidence in our heavenly Father 
and in the assurance of immortality. 

The late “Ian Maclaren” told of a dear old 
Scotch lady who wanted badly to go to the city 
of Edinburgh. But for years she could not be 
persuaded to take the railway journey, because 
of her great dread of the tunnel through which 
she would have to pass. One day, however, 
circumstances arose which compelled her to 
take the train for Edinburgh. But before the 
dreaded tunnel was actually reached the old 
lady, worn out with excitement, dropped peace- 
fully off to sleep, and when she woke the tunnel 
had been passed. 

The resurrection hope allays the fears of 
God’s people when they enter the valley of the 
shadow of death.—H. 


Easter Day a Prophecy. (596) 
Goethe wrote: “I could ill spare the happi- 


ness of believing in a continuing existence. 
Indeed, I would say with Lorenzo di Medici, 
that they are dead for this life also who hope 
for no other.” 6 : 

As he neared the end of his days, Victor 
Hugo said: “The nearer I approach the end of 
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my life, the plainer I hear the immortal sym- 
phonies which invite me.” 

Backing up and sustaining these voices of 
our own nature is the voice of Holy Scripture. 
The prophets were spokesmen of the other 
world. The doctrine of man’s immortality runs 
beneath the Old Testament. It underlies its 
history, enhances its promises, enforces its 
commands, explains its characters. 


But the supreme proof of the fact of the life 
after death is furnished in the resurrection of 
Jesus. Relying upon the voices of our own 
nature and the voice of the Scriptures, the idea 
of the future life has been a hope rather than 
a confidence, an inference rather than an as- 
surance. But Christ’s resurrection and his life 
in us make that future assured. “Because I 
live, ye shall live also.” 


This is the glad message of the Hastertide, 
a message that makes all the chords of our be- 
ing vibrate with joy and hope; Christ is risen 
from the dead. This is the purpose of that res- 
urrection, that ye may rise with Christ. This 
is the promise of his resurrection, he shall live 
also. 


Then let us seek the things that are above, 


let us be true to the best, let us be loyal to the 
highest—John F. Carson. 


Good Night and Good Morning. . (597) 
Those early Christians held joyous views of 
death. To them it was but a tender “good 
night” before the “good morning” soon to be 
spoken. They feared not to fall on sleep, 
whether by the sword, the lions or the torch. 
The catacombs in Rome still bear witness, by 
the paintings on their walls, to the eternal hope 
which animated the rejoicing breasts of these 
first and second century converts of Christ.— 
W. T. Bliis. 


Body and Soul Redeemed. (598) 
A class of medical students was being taken 
through the wards of a hospital and had 
pointed out by the professor a man lying 
helpless on his bed, who had by his own con- 
duct spoiled his chances in life. The professor 
said something to the students about “a worth- 
less body,’ speaking in Latin. But the sick 
man was a university graduate; so he an- 
swered, “Yet for this ‘worthless body’ Jesus 
Christ has died.” That was true but he should 
have added that for him Jesus Christ had also 
risen from the dead. 


On the Other Side of Death. 

“They shall see his face.” 
shall serve him.” 

A brilliant young American some years ago 
went with his wife to India to preach Christ. 
In three years he was called to God, and a 
promising career of exceptional service seemed 
cut off. His wife, who became through his 
death a powerful missionary and a Spirit-filled 
leader, believes that her husband today is serv- 
ing India more actively than when his name 
was on the station’s list of missionaries. Is she 
right? 


(599) 


“His servants 


The Risen Christ Divine. (600) 

Rudyard Kipling tells of a boy who is the 
son of an American captain of industry, a man 
of vast wealth. The boy is traveling across the 


Atlantic when he is, by a lurch of the steamer, 
tossed overboard. He is picked up by the crew 
of a Gloucester fishing-boat. The hardy fish- 
ermen turn a deaf ear to all his stories about 
his wealth and his father’s position and since 
he has a good sound body they set him to work. 
After many months they return to shore, and 
the lad gets into communication with his 
father, who comes from across the continent in 
a special train for his boy. The lad who had 
been scrubbing decks and cleaning fish is now 
found to be the beloved son of a wealthy man. 


So Jesus’ friends did not realize his Godhead. 
They brought burial spices for him who is alive 
forevermore. But when they did finally grasp 
the truth, what a joy was theirs!—J. M. Stifler. 


EXPLICIT. 

“Are you of the opinion, James,” asked a 
slim-looking man of his companion, “that 
Doctor Smith’s medicine does any good?” 

“Not unless you follow the directions.” 

“What are the directions?” 

“Keep the bottle tightly corked.” 


Vacant Pulpits 


Following is a list of vacant pulpits which 
have come to our notice during the month. These 
are entered as they are noted in other papers 
and magazines, and we cannot guarantee that 
the entire list is accurate: 

BAPTIST. 
Addison, N. Y. 
Bend, Ore. 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
North Attleboro, Mass. 
Oswego, N. Y. 
Phoenix, Ala, 
St. Albans, Vt. 
Trinity, South Omaha, Neb. 
First, Sterling, I11. 
Second, Suffield, Conn. 
Valley Falls, R. I. 
First, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Warburton Ave., Yonkers, N. Y. 
Himrod Ave., Youngstown, O. 


CONGREGATIONAL. 
Hammond St., Bangor, Maine. 
Chester, Mass. 

Cumberland Centre, Maine, 

Windsor Ave., Hartford, Conn. 

Harwinton, Conn. : 

Middlebury, Vt. 

First, San Francisco, Cal. 

South Royalton, Vt. 

First, Westminster, Vt. 

Whately, Mass. 

Wyandotte, Mich. 
DISCIPLES. 

Canton, Ill. 

Crowley, La. 

North, Dallas, Texas. 

Deer Lodge, Mont. 

South Broadway, Denver, Colo. 

Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

Glasgow, Ky. 

Heppner, Ore. 

La Porte, Ind. 

First, Moline, Ill. 

New Bedford, Ill. 

Shelbina, Mo. 

Waxahachie, Texas, 


PRESBYTERIAN, 
Second, Dallas, Texas. 
Grove, Danville, Pa. 
Ellicottville, N. Y. 
First, Kenton, O, 
First, Mauch Chunk, Pa, 
First, Santa Ana, Cal. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Second Unitarian, West Somerville, 
Mass, 
United Presbyterian, Kenton, O. 
Universalist, Lyndonville, Vt. 
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EASTER’S SUPREME MESSAGE TO THE WORLD 
REV. JOHN BALCOM SHAW, D. D. 


Text: “Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed him openly; not to all the people, 
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him after he 
rose from the dead. And he commanded us to 
preach to the people, and to testify that it is he 
which was ordained of God to be the judge of 


the quick and the dead.” Acts 10:40-42. 
K. Jas. V. 


These words were spoken by Peter to Cor- 
nelius, the centurion, who had sent for him in- 
quiring the way of life. Four things Peter 
seeks to make clear to the man about the res- 
urrection of Jesus, which he emphasizes as the 
basic fact of the Gospel he preached to him. 


1 The certainty of all the disciples regard- 
ing it. Twelve men (Judas’ successor, remem- 
ber, had been selected and had taken his 


place), twelve men, who had not expected the 
resurrection and when it took place were slow 
to believe the report, became so convinced of 
it in the end that they gave up the rest of their 
lives to proclaiming it. When one considers 
how difficult it is to get a full jury to agree 
upon a verdict unless the testimony is over- 
whelmingly conclusive, the conviction of all the 
disciples as to the event and the acceptance of 
their verdict by the entire early Christian com- 
munity, is most significant. 


II. The particularity of their knowledge of 
it, Peter calls attention to next. They had not 
depended upon general hearsay, or even upon 
the testimony of others. They had themselves 
seen again and again the risen Christ, and, 
what was more, they had eaten with him, had 
talked with him, and from him had received 
definite personal orders as formerly. Peter 
foresaw the objections and questions that were 
likely to be raised and took pains to deny that 
he and his brethren had been hasty in their 
conclusions, or were under anything of a mis- 
apprehension. 


III. Their responsibility because of the res- 
urrection, Peter also confessed to. He ad- 
mitted that, while God had shown the risen 
Christ openly, the witnesses were few, and 
upon those witnesses, therefore, rested the 
greatest responsibility, not only for veracity 
—to tell the uncolored truth—but for loy- 
alty to their Master—to so report. the 
event that others might accept it as a fact. 
They regarded themselves, Peter declares, as 
specially chosen for this task, and Christ had 
himself enjoined it upon them. 

Iv. Another point made by Peter was the 
publicity which had from the first been given 
to it. It had not been concealed for a time 
and then opeuly announced, but instantly the 
news was spread abroad until all Judea and 


all Galilee had heard it. In other words, the 
apostles had challenged the world to deny it, 
and the challenge had never been accepted. 
At first, the Pharisees had spread the report 
that his disciples had come by night and 
stolen the body away, but that was a bubble 
that soon burst and disappeared. 

This then is the fourfold proof of Christ’s 
resurrection put forward by the spokesman 
of the apostles; their absolute certainty of it; 
the particularity of their knowledge of it; 
their conscious responsibility because of it; 
and the unbridled publicity which had been 
given it. 

What fuller proof could there be than this 
—will you tell me? If their contemporaries 
had been able to punch it through with holes, 
and subsequent history had stood out as a 
contradiction to it all, if Jesus had gradually 
sunk out of sight and lost his hold upon men, 
as other leaders upon dying do, we might 
reasonably question the testimony. But the 
very opposite of that, as everybody knows, is 
true. Christ’s influence over men, instead of 
lessening, began at once to widen and 
strengthen, every year adding to his prestige 
and power, and he is now exercising a con- 
trol so potent, yes, so personal, that it cannot 
be construed to be the natural radiation of his 
character, nor the benign effect of cherishing 
his memory, nor the outreach of his. post- 
humous influence, but can be explained only 
as the vital touch and impact of a great living 
personality that is still among us. 

In other words, the witness of history and 
the testimony of the disciples agree so per- 
fectly as to give us a proof that Jesus did 
rise from the dead as indubitable as we could 
ask for. 

Hence the conviction everywhere abroad in 
the world today—symbolized by these flowers 
and celebrated in the glad Haster music— 
that Jesus is risen from the dead and is there- 
fore alive forevermore. We may differ in our 
explanation of it, but we have no doubt that 
the stone of the Arimathean’s tomb was rolled 
away that early morning and Jesus came 
forth therefrom the victor of death and the 
prince of life. 

Such, then, is our belief in the resurrection 
which we celebrate today—not hasty, super- 
ficial, unreasoned, or illy-defined; but clear, 
convincing, and daily more and more irresis- 
tible and impregnable as Jesus continues to 
stride with giant steps down the ages and 
sweep the world into his train. We stand upon 
a rock that goes down into the depths of verity 
and certitude when we remind one another and 
proclaim to the world that “Christ has risen.” 
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A proof of the resurrection as strong and se- 
cure as this should yield a spiritual product im- 
measurably far-reaching and beneficent, and 
this we do well to contemplate this Hastertide. 

I. Does not the resurrection thus attested 
give us a feeling toward Jesus such as we never 
had toward anyone else and could never enter- 
tain toward another? He alone has conquered 
our greatest enemy, thereby manifesting a 
power, a vitality, a strength of life, which has 
appeared in no one else. Does he not step into 
a class by himself? Is it not easy to call him 
Lord? Must we not only admit his superiority 
but also his absolute supremacy? 


But having gone that far, we cannot stop 
there. Are we not led on farther despite our- 
selves? Has he not the keys of death? Must he 
not be the Lord of life? Can we hope to meet 
and conquer death if we do not in some way 
attach ourselves to him? Otherwise, we are as 
powerless in the presence of death as if he had 
not risen. Let us give him the rightful place in 
our hearts and lives, and not deceive ourselves 
into thinking that because he rose, therefore, 
whether we relate ourselves to him or not, we, 
too, shall come off at length conquerors over 
death. “As in Adam all die, so all that are in 
Christ shall be made alive.” This is the first 
product of the certainty of the resurrection— 
the exaltation of Jesus Christ to be a Prince 
and Saviour. 


II. And is not the second product a very dif- 
ferent feeling toward death? Before, men 
dreaded death, feared it, into it they entered 
with terror and foreboding. They hoped to 
survive it, but it was only a hope. Now death 
has been robbed of its terrors. A door has been 
cut through the other end of the sepulchre. If 
this world opens into it, another world opens 
out of it. Man is immortal. The same fire burns 
within his heart as in the heart of God. 

Were this all that the resurrection had done 
for us, giving death its true rating, it would 
have been the greatest boon conferred upon 
mankind. But when Jesus rose he did more 
than reveal to us the utter impotency of death; 
he defeated it, took it captive. It is now under 
his control and must do his bidding. Let him 
but command it and it ushers a saint into glory 
or call the condemned sinner to judgment. 

And still farther, being stripped of its power, 
death cannot do otherwise than pass us on un- 
harmed and unchanged. Not only is our con- 
tinuity ensured, but our entity, our individual- 
ity and our personality. We shall continue to 
be ourselves. Our friends shall be still them- 
selves. The bond that binds us to them shall 


remain intact and life there shall be but the 
outflow and on-movement of our life here. 

Ill. Christ’s resurrection has given us a 
third product—a different feeling toward life 
itself. It is no longer a narrow, confined thing, 
an inland lake land-locked by the hills of time. 
It is an ocean that has a limitless sweep, out 
upon which we sail at death. The old notion 
was that at death we ride up into the harbor, 
but that is pagan. The Christian view is that 
death sweeps us out of the harbor into the 
open sea. We cross the bar and move on into 
an endless, unbounded, unrestricted life. It 
was of his decease—his going out—that Jesus 
was talking with Moses and Hlijah on the 
mount. 

Standing today upon this impregnable rock 
which we feel goes down so deep and is so 
adamantine that nothing can ever blast it away, 
what emotions come sweeping into and through 
our souls—the power of an endless life. 

What exuberancy of hope leaps up within 
us! We can look through the tomb and see it 
is only a passageway—’”a covered bridge lead- 
ing from light behind to light before.” It has 
its two doors, not one. The first leads into it, 
but just opposite this, and but a short way 
across, is another opening out of it into glori- 
ous life and liberty. As we come up to Christ’s 
tomb and gaze into and through it, a glad sense 
of immortality rises within our souls. 

And what grateful and tender comfort is 
spoken to our hearts! We are all thinking this 
morning of certain graves that lie out under 
the sky. Indeed they are never out of our 
thought. But today it is seen to be God’s sky 
that rests above them, blue with an eternal 
promise. A light falls upon them, which we 
recognize to be none other than the light of the 
eternal world. 

And what opportunity opens up to us here 
with wide, inviting doors! Death does not end 
all; it begins all. The broken shaft cannot 
be appropriately placed at the head of a Chris- 
tian’s grave. It symbolizes the pagan’s view 
of death. The Stoics used to say that a man’s 
death day was his real birthday. How much 
more truthfully and enthusiastically can we 
Christians say it! 

And oh! what effulgence of glory straight 
from the celestial world comes streaming in 
upon us as we Stand at the open mouth of the 
master’s tomb! On this side of the grave may 
lie the shadow, but the other side is bathed in 
sunshine. Death cannot change us, but it does 
change our estate. When we are beside the 
riven tomb, our backs are upon the trials and 
sorrows of earth and we are facing eternity 
and God and home. 


THE LIVING CHRIST 
REV. ROBERT BAGNELL, Ph. D., D. D. 


Text: “I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore.” Rey- 
elation 1:18. K. Jas. V. 

What a mighty place Jesus Christ holds in 
the thought and life of the world. Its music, 
art and literature throb with his presence. 
Christ is imposing his ideals of life upon men 
more and more. The number of real disciples 
of Christ is constantly increasing. The teach- 


ings of Jesus Christ have increasing power. 


There is still much in our life in direct con- 
flict with the ideals and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
but an increasing percentage of people are 
striving against the wrong and endeavoring to 
bring the standards of life up to the law of 
righteousness and brotherliness as it is in Je- 
sus. This is so because the world feels that 
Jesus Christ is a living personality and di- 
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rectly related to our lives. Men do not reason 
this out, they feel it and know it. They think 
and speak of the past with reverence and ap- 
preciation, or with disapproval, as the case 
may be, but Jesus is always mentioned in the 
present tense—they say, “What would Jesus 
do?” not “What would he have done?” 

If Jesus had lived his life among men just as 
he did, but had closed his career at death, the 
disciples would have gone back to their several 
occupations, saying to themiselves and _ to 
others, “We had trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel.” They 
hever would have preached him. It is doubtful 
whether the world would ever have heard of 
him, certainly he could have been only the 
memory of a wonderful life. But he rose again 
from the dead, and became a living presence in 
the world and that presence is felt in its life 
today. 

I. The living Christ is the central figure of 
the Christian faith. The dominant note of the 
preaching of the apostles and early disciples 
was Jesus and the Resurrection. In all the 
excerpts we have of their sermons, as recorded 
in the New Testament—Peter’s sermon of the 
Day of Pentecost, Stephen’s address before the 
council, Paul’s sermon on Mars’ Hill—this is 
the keynote. In the Gospels and Epistles the 
same thing is true; the one theme that per- 
meates them all is a crucified and risen Lord. 

All the great vital elements of Christian doc- 
trine and life are expounded in the New Testa- 
ment; prophecy is interpreted, the deadliness 
of sin and its certain punishment, the inherent, 
sinful condition of the human heart, the tre- 
mendous facts of heaven and hell, and the sub- 
lime facts of the personality of God are pre- 
sented. The practical aspects of the Gospel in 
the relation of the Gospel to the Old 
Dispensation and to Jewish life and man- 
ners, and the essential things in relation to the 
founding of the church, and many practical 
phases of the working out of the Gospel are set 
forth. This is all done with a clearness of 
vision and depth of insight which have been 
the marvel of thoughtful men during all the 
years since, but never is the central theme lost 
sight of. All else is presented in the setting of 
its relation to that theme, and every doctrine 
and theme has importance and value in pro- 
portion to its relation to the great truth of a 
crucified and risen Christ. 

This conception of the place of the Living 
Christ in Christian faith can never be trans- 
cended. The advance of human learning, and 
the development of scientific investigation have 
had several results; there has come a readjust- 
ment of our belief as to the age of the earth 
and of the life of the race upon the earth and 
many other things. 

The apostles made little attempts to arrange 
their belief in systematic form; all other ques- 
tions were discussed from the standpoint of 
their great central truth. They acquired their 
faith in this truth not as a result of reasoning, 
but as a result of incontrovertible facts, which 
they had accepted slowly and not fully until 
complete proof was at hand. Their whole faith 
was based upon the fact that Christ rose again 
from the dead, that he was their living Christ 
and Lord. It is stiil true that he rose from the 
dead; no human learning or scientific inves- 


tigation can affect that fact. This great truth 
must always be the heart of the Christian faith; 
without it the whole system breaks down. 
There has been no development in all these 
centuries that has affected this proposition in 
the slightest degree, and just as the early dis- 


ciples held this to be the very heart of the 


Gospel, so must we. This must be the keynote 
of our preaching and to it we must hold with 
a loyalty that is supreme. 

We may be, and must be, tolerant of other 
men in acknowledging their rights to think for 
themselves, but we cannot acknowledge them 
as Christians unless they acknowledge them- 
selves as disciples of a living Christ. The 
Christian church has had her temptations, to 
which she has all too often yielded, to spend 
much time and power upon secondary ques- 
tions, and even to lift them to the place of high- 
est importance, and whenever she has done 
this it has always been at a serious loss. She 
has always best succeeded in her great mis- 
sion when she has held this supreme truth in 
the highest. faith, and has given to the world 
as the heart of her gospel message, Jesus and 
the Resurrection. 

II. A living Christ is necessary to a vital 
Gospel. The Gospel is the good news of de- 
liverance from the condemnation of sin and of 
reconcilation with God. The significance of 
the Gospel story lies in the fact that Christ 
came into the world to make atonement for sin 
and thereby make possible forgiveness and 
reconcilation with God. He himself clearly 
stated this, “The Son of man is come * * * to 
give his life a ransom for many.” And the 
writers of the Epistles state it many times, 
“He is become the propitiation for our sins and 
not ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” “He bore our sins in his own body on 
the tree.” Passages need not be multiplied, 
for nothing is clearer in the New Testament 
than this. This story of the Saviour meets a 
deep, universally felt need of the human heart. 
Whatever has been men’s conception of God or 
of a spiritual world, in all ages, everywhere, 
they have manifested a sense of guilt, or es- 
strangement from the spirit world, and have 
made efforts looking towards placating of- 
fended spiritual beings. This could only be 
true because of the underlying fact of man’s 
sense of guilt and estrangement from God. 

III. How can man know that the death of 
Jesus made propitiation for sin? The fact that 
Jesus said that he was giving his life as a 
ransom for men was not sufficient of itself, for 
we might not have rightly understood him. The 
great fact is attested by the resurrection from 
the dead. If Jesus had lived the life he did, 
and died the death he did, and that had ended 
his relations with this world, we could have 
had no assurance that his death had any aton- 
ing value. He was a martyr, but Stephen and 
Paul and thousands more were martyrs; but 
that does not mean that their martyrdom could 
pring deliverance to a poor guilty sinner. Je- 
sus Christ rose again from the dead, thereby 
giving the world the most unmistakable divine 
endorsement of the propitiatory character of 
his death. It was this that convinced the 
apostles. Without a risen Christ they could 
not have preached forgiveness of sin through 
his name. No more can we, for the world of 
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our day needs the assurance of a risen living 
Christ before there can come the sense of 
deliverance from the condemnation of sin, or 
of fellowship with God. 


IV. This, however, does not complete the 
gospel message. That message must be one 
that will make possible a conquering life. 
When deliverance from the condemnation of 
sin is given, that does not mean that there 
will be no more temptation. Renewing the 
attack with greater subtility and power, evil 
seeks our destruction. No mere set of rules 
or statement of principles, however good, will 
save us. They are necessary and fill an im- 
portant place, but are powerless of themselves 
to deliver. Neither will the presentation of the 
motives and incentives of good and evil be 
sufficient. Men may know that “the gift of 
God is eternal life” and “that the wages of sin 
is death” and be almost powerless against the 
onslaught of temptation. They must have the 
sense of a living Saviour, who is “able to save 
unto the uttermost.” Every man in his battle 
against the temptations and evils of life must 
have the sense of a living Saviour. 


V. Life is fraught with great opportunities for 
the development of character and for service to 
humanity, and with the opportunity there is 
commensurate responsibility. To be able to 
measure up to these opportunities and respon- 
sibilities means the highest happiness and the 
most glorious destiny, to fail means disaster 
and despair. The way of success is blocked by 
apparently insuperable difficulties; courage, 
endurance, patience and faith are tested to the 
utmost. So that even Paul cries out, “Who is 
sufficient for these things?” Left to himself 
man would certainly fail, he would be beguiled 
by the wiles of evil, or lose heart in the strug- 
gle against tremendous odds. The help he 
needs is more than a set of maxims, more than 
the assurance of happiness if he succeeds and 
of woe if he fails, he needs the strength that 
only a living presence can give him. 


Many a man fighting an unequal battle in 
life is held to his task with courage and faith 


by the sympathy and love of a wife who cheers 
fin on. Paul i the great struggles of his life 
sometimes felt the burden pressing very heav- 
ily, and even his lion heart would have failed 
but for the sense of the living presence of his 
Lord. In that memorable storm on the voyage 
to Rome, when everybody aboard had given 
up hope, and Paul’s faith that he should be 
privileged to preach the gospel in Rome was 
sorely tried, the angel of the Lord stood by 
him in the night and said, “Be of good cheer, 
Paul; thou shalt appear before Caesar.” Thus 
it has been with the men and women who have 
sought to do the work of God ever since that 
time. Through the sense of the presence of the 
living Christ they have triumphed. It was not 
by accident that Jesus coupled the great com- 
mission, “Go ye, disciple all nations,” with the 
great promise, “Lo, I am with you always.” 

Moreover, there are sorrows, trials, sickness 
and finally death itself through which we must 
pass. The Gospel would be of little value if at 
such times it did not have a message for us 
that was deeper than life and stronger than 
death. Such a message is the assurance of the 
presence of the Living Christ who said, “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation, but in me ye 
shall have peace.” A vital gospel that brings 
deliverance from the condemnation and power 
of sin, and brings courage and faith for the 
battles and toil of life, that lifts us above its 
sorrow and makes us triumphant even over 
death, must be the gospel of the living Christ. 

VI. Great movements require a_ living 
leadership, dead men lose their grasp; . the 
world moves on and passes them by. Chris- 
tianity has a conquering mission. It is the 
front and center of every great reform and 
every fight against wrong. It must carry its 
power and spirit into every form of the throb- 
bing human life. It must carry its banner into 
every human settlement, from the rivers to the 
ends of the earth. Christianity can accomplish 
its divine mission only as the living Lord leads 
the hosts, and the ultimate triumph of Chris- 
tianity must be the coronation of its Lord.— 
The American Messenger. 


The Mysterious Ring: 


Sermon To Children 


REV. T. W. RAINEY 


Text: “Can any hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not see him?” Jer. 23:24. 

All of you, I am sure, have seen rings, and 
perhaps some of you have one upon your hand 
now. If you study their history you will learn 
that they have been used in every age and 
country, and for a great many purposes. Kings 
used to wear signet rings and on the gem with 
which they were set they had engraved some 
character or device which no one else was 
permitted to use, with which they sealed their 
letters and decrees. We are told in Genesis 
that when Pharaoh took Joseph out of prison 
and made him the second ruler of the kingdom, 
he drew his ring from his. finger and put it on 
Joseph’s hand that every one might know that 
he must be obeyed and honored. Rings have 
been used to cure diseases, to ward off evil 
spirits, and to poison those who were marked 
for assassination. Hannibal, the famous 
Carthaginian general, committed suicide by 


slipping a poison ring on his finger which he 
carried with him when he invaded Italy. There 
are rings of gold, and silver, and platinum, and 
brass, copper and iron. There are rings set 
with diamonds, or rubies, or pearls. Some are 
worth ten cents and some are worth ten thou- 
sand dollars. But the ring I wish to tell you 
about would be worth to some men many mil- 
lions of dollars, and would be sought for and 
fought for if it were known to exist today. No 
doubt, as has been the case with some noted 
jewels, a good many crimes would be com- 
mitted by men who wished to have it. 

There lived once upon a time, many cen- 
turies ago, a shepherd named Gyges. He kept 
his flock with other shepherds in the mountains 
of Lydia, and was a servant of the king of that 
country. It seems that once a year all the 
shepherds come together and chose one of their 
number to go as a messenger to the king and 
bear the report of their work, and of the state 
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of his flocks which were scattered throu 
mountains feeding in the green sa ns oe 
One day not long before this meeting Gyges 
was walking along the edge of a deep crevice 
in the rock which had been opened by an earth- 
quake, and out of curiosity he determined to 
climb down into it to look about. He made his 
way carefully to the bottom, and when his eyes 
had become somewhat accustomed to the dark- 
ness he saw something glittering at his feet. 
He stooped down and picked it up, and found 
it to be a curious and very beautiful ring. 
Slipping it on his finger he made his way out 
and returned to his flock. When the shepherds 
were called together at the appointed time, 
Gyges met with them, and sat down in the 
circle listening to what was said, and twirling 
his ring on his finger. Suddenly he discovered 
a startling thing. When he turned the set in- 
ward he became invisible, and when he turned 
it out again he was visible as before. The 
others soon noticed this, too, and were greatly 
astonished and frightened. But Gyges was 
filled with delight, and persuaded his com- 
panions to make him their messenger. This 
they did, and he started off on his journey. Ar- 
riving at length at the king’s palace, Gyges 
made his report. But instead of going back to 
his work he made himself invisible, managed 
to reach the queen, and winning her affections 
away from her husband, he plotted with her to 
kill the king and seize the crown for himself. 
This he did, and being able to protect himself 
from the consequences of his evil deeds by be- 


coming invisible at will, he committed many 
crimes, plunged into a life of vice; and became 
a terror to all just men. Now children, sup- 
pose you had a ring like that? What would 
you do? Suppose no matter what you did no 
one could see you, no one could punish you. 
Would you be selfish, and impure, and cruel, 
and vicious just because you couldn’t be found 
out? Or would you be true, and good, and al- 
ways do right because it is pleasing to God and 
commanded by your own conscience? Should 
we do right only because we are afraid of be- 
ing caught and punished? 

But suppose we had such a mysterious ring, 
and could do anything without fear of being 
seen by any human eye. Is there no other eye 
that sees us? What about God? Did the ring 
of Gyges which kept him from being detected 
by those who were about him, and saved him 
from the wrath of men, cover him from the 
sight of that One who in heaven beholds the 
ways of men? God says, “I know the things 
that come into your mind, every one of them.” 
“Can any hide himself in secret places that I 
shall not see him?’ We may be able to cover 
up our sins from our father and mother, from 
our sister or brother, from our schoolmates, 
and the policeman, though that would be very 
hard to do without Gyges’ ring. But we are all 
‘naked and open” to the eyes of God. We 
should fear to do wrong because it grieves our 
Father in heaven, whose eye is upon us not to 
frighten and awe us, but to guide us in the 
path of righteousness for his name’s sake. 


CHRISTIAN YOUNG MANHOOD 
REV. E. C. MURRAY, D. D. 


Text: “I write unto you, little children, be- 
cause of your sweet, fresh consciousness of 
forgiving grace and your heavenly Father’s 
love. I write unto you, fathers, because of your 
deep spiritual experience of your divine 
Saviour. I write unto you, young men, be- 
cause of your vigorous and triumphant piety.” 
1 John 2:12-14. 


Young Men. Our hearts goes out to them in 
admiration and affectionate solicitude. How 
attractive is mere physical health and strength 
and beauty, exuberant vitality, unimpaired, 
buoyant hopefulness, fresh enthusiasm and 
undaunted courage. When to all this is added 
strong and beautiful moral qualites, “Behold- 
ing him, we love him.” But the highest type, 
our pride and joy, “our glory and our crown,” 
is Christian young manhood. 


Our youth are the hope of society, state and 
church. God’s repeated threat to backsliding 
Israel was: “I will cut off your young men;” 
and the prophet’s wail was: “Our young men 
are destroyed.” This is their day of privilege 
and opportunity—in business, politics and 
church. And more are responding than ever 
before to the call of Christ and his church. 

I plead for such a consecration of yourself, 
young man, as will realize the noblest and most 
joyous type of manhood. “Rejoice, O young 
man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways 
of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes, 
but know thou, that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment.” 


It is no sin to enjoy a vigorous and exuber- 
ant vitality, but you are accountable for the 
way in which you do it. Therefore “reniember 
now thy creator in the days of thy youth. Fear 
God, and keep his commandments; for this is 
the whole duty of man.” “My Son, give me 
thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my 
ways.” “Know thou the God of thy father, and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with a 
willing mind; if thou seek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee off forever.” 


I. Characteristic quality of young men. “I 
write unto you, young men, because ye are 
strong.” “The glory of young men is their 
strength.” Christian service calls for every 
element of vigorous manhood. We need a 
virile and courageous type of piety. There is 
no place for soft effeminacy or shrinking 
timidity, or purposeless vacillation, for petti- 
ness, weakness and meanness. Christian life, 
service and conflict call for a higher type of 
manliness than physical strength and bravery. 
Be strong in moral convictions, decision and 
action, “abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 
which is good.” Let there be no quibbling, 
juggling with terms, pettifoggery in the court 
of conscience; no parleying with the enemy, no 
wistful longing for the forbidden, no yielding 
for once. Cut off your right hand passion, 
pluck out your right eye lust, but be not over- 
come of evil; take joyfully the spoiling of your 
goods, but do not surrender one principle. All 
this demands manhood of the purest, strongest 
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type; and for that reason true religion should 
commend itself to you. A religion of mere 
gushing sentimentalism and hysterical emo- 
tionalism repels you. 

Exercise and develop this Christian manli- 
ness. Evil influences are at work all about 
and within you that would debilitate, degrade 
and debauch—inherited corruption, sin-per- 
verted faculties, abnormal tastes, evil passions, 
the solicitations of the world, the wiles of the 
devil. “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
you like men, be strong.” Prove yourself 
worthy of your divine sonship, and of your 
high, holy and heavenly calling. I point you 
to one young man, the exemplar of Christian 
manliness in its strength, purity, dignity, grace 
and beauty—‘“the Son of Man.” He has been 
unhappily caricatured with a face of effeminate 
beauty, soft curls falling about his shoulders, 
a weak mouth, and sad, tender eyes. But see 
him sternly resisting the devil who appeals to 
his youthful appetite, enthusiasm and ambi- 
tion; serenely enduring privation, weariness 
and danger; setting himself against the whole 
current of popular opinion, the ingrained bit- 
ter prejudices of generations; facing, for the 
sake of truth and the world’s good, malignant 
bigots, pitiless Pilate, tigerish Herod, and the 
howling, wolfish mob. Meek patience and sweet 
serenity, yes! But of a strong and courageous 
manhood! 

II. Source of strength. “The Word of God 
abideth in you.” In that armory young men 
receive their discipline and development and 
complete equipment for life and service. But 
the Word must be infused with living energy 
by the Spirit of God. The secret of the loco- 
motive’s power is the steam blast which sucks 
in the breath of heaven to feed the fires within 
and generate more and more heat. So our 
power for life and service comes from the 
divine Word quickened by the divine Spirit. 

1. It purges of vices corrupting and degrad- 
ing. “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
his way? By taking heed thereto according to 
thy Word.” “Ye are clean through the Word 
which I have spoken unto you.” 

2. It fortifies against evil, seducing, ensnar- 
ing and destroying. “Thy Word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee,” 
—“a good thing hid in a good place for a good 
purpose.” To every suggestion of the evil one, 
one young man simply reiterated: “It is writ- 
ten, it is written, it is written.” 

3. It is an unfailing source of inspiration. 
A celebrated surgeon pointed to the open Bible 
on his desk, marked and worn. “If I were to 
omit the daily reading of this Book I should 
lose my greatest source of strength and skill. 
I never go to an operation without reading my 
Bible, nor attend a distressing case without 
finding help in its pages.” 

4, It enables us to draw upon divine re- 
sources. “If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” All natural strength, 
physical, mental and moral, fails and decays; 
the gracious life, fed by the Word and nour- 
ished by the Spirit, affords an inexhaustible 
supply. “Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, 
but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings 


as eagles; they shall run and not be weary, 
and they shall walk and not faint.” 


III. Their achievement. “Ye have overcome 
the wicked one.” Twenty-two times does John 
ring the changes on “overcome,” glorying in 
victory over “the prince of this world,’ “the 
spirit that worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience.” The triumph of young manhood is es- 
pecially gratifying, because young men are the 
citadal against which the enemy directs his 
fiercest assaults. They are the hope of Christ’s 
cause. They have elements of peculiar weak- 
ness as well as strength, “Youthful lusts that 
war against the soul.” And they are passing 
through a spiritual crisis, a transition from 
childish faith to reasoning, questioning and 
doubt, before they can attain to settled con- 
victions and ripe experiences. “Is the young 
man Absalom safe?” 


The great need of our time is spiritually 
strong young men to overcome the devil in 
heart and life, in society, business and politics. 
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong.’”’ Realize your danger. Victory 
will not come through natural purity, reason 
or will. “This is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. Who is the con- 
queror but the believer?” Approve yourselves 
men of the purest, noblest type, “strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might.” 


“God give us men. A time like this demands 

Strong minds, brave hearts, true faith and 
ready hands; 

Men whom the lust of office cannot kill, 

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy, 

Men who possess opinions, and a will, 

Men who have honor, men who will not lie; 

Men who stand before a demagogue 

And scorn his treacherous flattering without 
winking; 

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 

In public duty and in private thinking.” 


LOST OPPORTUNITY. 

Mr. Sidener had made his first public speech, 
says London Answers. His subject was good— 
the iniquities of industrial economy—and he 
hoped his treatment had been adequate. He 
was not sure. He waited for his wife’s verdict, 
but she was strangely silent. 


She had listened to him from the gallery of 
the town hall, and he had half expected her to 
meet him at the door afterward, and to say, as 
soon as they were out of hearing, “Oh, it was 
simply great, Hddy!” But they were half way 
home, and she had said nothing of the kind. 

“Well,” he began awkwardly, when he could 
bear it no longer, “what did you think of my 
speech?” 

“What you said was all right,” she answered, 
with guarded enthusiasm. “But it seemed to 
me that you didn’t make the most of your op- 
portunities.” 

“Opportunities?” repeated 
“What do you mean, Effie?” 

“Why,” Mrs. Sidener replied, “you had every 
so many chances to sit down before you did.” 


Occasionally there is a minister who misses 
an opportunity like that. 


Mr. Sidener, 


726 


INEXCUSABLE TRANSGRESSION 


REV. S. PARKES 


Text: “If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin.” John 15:22. 

God is not a greedy potentate, proclaiming 
mandates which exact the utmost they can 
give from his unfortunate subjects, nor a wilful 
tyrant compelling obedience to the motions of 
his unlicensed will. The law-giver is also the 
life-giver; he hates nothing, but loves all he 
has created in benevolence for his glory. His 
prohibitions are concealed mercies; every 
“thou shalt not” of Holy Writ is a bolt and 
bar on the gates of perdition; every positive 
requirement is in absolute harmony with the 
highest functions of human intelligence and 
conscience. But notwithstanding the un- 
doubted good of these regulations they have 
met with undeserved antagonism. Secret or 
manifest rebellion against them brought sin 
into the world, and after sin came death, and 
after death, the judgment. Even those whose 
lips vowed obedience were recreant in heart, 
and found excuse in the severe majesty and in- 
exorable consequences of the law. They did 
not lack faith in its origin or its surety, but 
they declared it was too lofty and noble for 
mortals to attain. Blessed with a code of in- 
finite superiority, which stood forth from those 
of surrounding tribes as a rock rearing out of 
a desert place, nevertheless the Hebrews con- 
fessed their failure to be governed by such 
ineffable justice, and St. Paul, who had made a 
signal effort in this direction, admitted that by 
the deeds of the law no living man could be 
justified. 

In after generations the same difficulty pre- 
vailed. Cursed by wayward impulses of their 
unregenerated spirits, men were scandalized 
and agitated by the vision of excellence in 
revelation, in contrast with their actual re- 
probate and degraded condition. Their eyes 
gazed on the stars above, their feet were de- 
tained in the clay beneath, helpless and dis- 
tracted. They longed for a deliverer who could 
end the breach between what they were and 
what they knew ought to be. 

Then came the Christ, the desire of all na- 
tions, to show that law and love were one in 
the Father’s purpose; that both were given as 
a unity to save and bless, not to repudiate and 
condemn. The all-comprehending affection 
which Jesus incarnated presented this vital 
truth with such overwhelming sweetness and 
attraction that he left us without reason for 
our evil conduct, or a sufficient answer for our 
failure to obey the eternal will. Yet he con- 
sented to spare the guilty, and where punish- 
ment might have been fittingly inflicted it was 
patiently restrained. 

Every word and action of the redeemer during 
the days of his flesh were bent to the softening 
of hardened hearts, the taming of fiery tempers, 
the subduing of stubborn wills, the reconcilia- 
tion of alienated offspring. Those who in ig- 
norance and in the despair which ignorance 
fosters had contended against heaven were 
now shown that their judge was their friend; 
that further resistance became treason; that 
the goodness of God was meant to move them 
toward repentance, and to enable them to ful- 
fil the glorious aims of their existence. Yes, 


CADMAN, D. D., 


then as now, the sinful and depraved, rendered 
morally blind and incapable by inherited and 
personal iniquity, extenuated their offenses, 
and pleaded that their hapless state was an 
invincible despotism which they could not con- 
trol, and for which they should not be held re- 
sponsible. Sin for them was either an abstrac- 
tion or an unescaped reality. 

So far as this apology applies to us, there are 
some natures in which hereditary tendencies 
and environment have made a fearful havoc. 
Circumstances sway weak and yielding souls, 
inborn instincts move them toward the gulfs 
of moral anarchy. Habit fastens its fetters on 
action till it seems irreversible. The gracious 
promises of salvation fall unheeded on ears 
deafened by the tumult of illicit passion. We 
look upon these struggling waifs in the whirl- 
pools of life, men and women of open and 
abandoned shamelessness, with mingled pity 
and hopelessness, yet the more fortunate ones 
who have received the godly instruction and 
clean blood of Christian parentage should not 
judge them heedlesly. None but the all-know- 
ing can determine what is the residuum of 
self-directing power left in sinners of pro- 
longed vices. It is far more salutary to set be- 
fore them the Christ who is able to save men 
to the uttermost, to remind them that he came 
upon the scene of sin and woe, not only as the 
revealer of the heart of God, but as the master 
of the hearts of men. 

As he once cast out the demons, restored the 
fallen, forgave the contrite, upraised the low 
and illuminated the slaves of darkness, so has 
he ever continued to do. The shadows that 
haunt the prospects of the worst can be dis- 
pelled, the manhood which has lowered its 
banner to the foe can be reinstated. in the 
strength which he imparts we become rulers 
of our own domain, and order, peace and au- 
thority obtain in every province of the heart 
and mind. There are unalterable truths in 
which the servants of God can rejoice, on which 
the sinner can always rely. The regenerated 
man looks upon the law, not with fear and 
aversion, but with delight; hails it as the lamp 
for his path, and runs in the way of its com- 
mandment. The fact that such immense pos- 
sibilities for our renewal and obedience are 
found in all who have heard the Gospel, brings 
with it commensurate responsibilities. The in- 
dwelling Spirit, who is the gift of the Godhead, 
searches every nook and cranny where our 
vileness hides, and rebukes transgression, 
whether it skulks in privacy or stalks in the 
open. Hereafter we cannot be as we were, nor 
elude the fate which has thus been demon- 
strated. 

When a man is held captive by brigands in a 
mountain cave, he is unable to respond to the 
call of his king for help against the invader. 
It is not infidelity in him if he does not appear 
to aid in the rescue of the state. But if his 
ransom has been paid, his bonds snapped, and 
he is once more a free-man, if he should then 
turn back in the day of battle and betray the 
cause, his blood is on his own head. } 

Think of the commonwealth of God to which 
we are debtors, of its present necessities, of its 
loud cries for help, of the millions at home and 
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abroad who literally perish for lack of knowl- 
edge. Think again that the risen Christ is in 
the midst of the church, ah, in your own soul’s 
furthest depths; that his life may be our life, 
his omnipotent redemption our enduement. 
And what answer have we for lingering and 
halting when his trumpets sound the advance? 
Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee life! He can- 
not be one thing for himself and another for 
his brethren. Wherever he is there is liberty, 
in him we are God’s husbandry, through him 
we can overcome individual and social sin and 
selfishness, and make mankind to share in the 
domestic protection and bliss of the one fold 
and the one shepherd. 


The trouble is that we usually associate 
everything relative to the supreme victories of 
Jesus to apostolic days, forgetful that the in- 
fluence of the Gospel is far greater now than 
then. The attestations of twenty centuries of 
Christian history and experience confirm the 
grandeur and significance of God’s law and his 
mercy. We are not left to the deceptive and 
diluted stuff which is frequently paraded as di- 
vine truth. Excessive dogmas and usurping 
priesthoods cannot veil the ancient sacrifice on 
Calvary. There it still stands, and around that 
eross gather myriad hosts of the saints who set 
their seal to the fact that this deliverance 
standeth sure and that the voice which rolls 
the stars along speaks all the promises. 


Again, the real temple of the highest will is 
not in cloister nor sanctuary; it is in your 
own reason, conscience and will. Without the 
actual presence of the Lord there, these facul- 
ties would be as dumb as the shrines of Luxor 
or Karnak. Let the teaching of Jesus stand- 
ardize your moral and spiritual senses, and 
whatever they ask of you, render them with- 
out hesitation. Do not approach the New Tes- 
tament merely anxious to avoid the penal out- 
come of your transgression. For the most 
mischievous forms of skepticism are seen in 
that mind which is quick to believe but slow 
to obey, ready to make a material offering but 
unwilling to submit. The self-deceptive policy, 
which endeavors to purchase relief in behalf 
of further wrong-doing, can never take the 
place of an unconditional surrender to the will 
of heaven, or know the joy of that fellowship 
wherein all we have and are is blended in the 
current of everlasting righteousness. 


The lack of immediate perfectness in the 
Christian life has also kept back many from 
seeking Christ’s gifts. Because they cannot be 
saints at a bound, they decline the overtures 
of their high priests. Yet not all the lost ones 
he recovered, while here on earth, become com- 
plete on the spot. He labored with the twelve 
apostles and prayed for their leader, lest Satan 
might have him and sift him as wheat. Not 
every cripple he healed became a Hercules, nor 
every blind man an astronomer. But they 
could at least walk and see and live again, and 
a band of fishermen were crowned as monarchs 
in a renewed world. 


Having Jesus, we possess all things; never 
again can man lament that life is not worth 
while, that its pernicious hindrances cannot be 
overcome. One man, even the God man, is in- 
dissolubly bound up with our growth in purity, 
in truth, in justice, in service. To reject him 
is to reject the best we know, the only source 


of eternal life, but no action could be more ap- 
palling in itself, or in its ultimate results. 


If his manifestation had been made in aloof- 
ness, without any consideration for our humili- 
ation and disgrace, we might have turned from 
it. But Christ never sought his reputation at 
our expense. On the contrary, he was found in 
fashion as a man, and in his solicitude for us 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the Cross. He came to share the throne with 
the slave, to pluck the thief and the harlot from 
the slums and make them to sit in heavenly 
places with himself. Closely identified as he 
was with his Father’s government, its laws 
and penalties; knowing as he did the bitter 
root and fruitage of the sin he hated, he placed 
the law in the keeping of regenerated hearts, 
and translated it in such acts of filial rever- 
ence and affection that we have discovered it 
in our springs of healing and satisfaction. 

How then can we face unrepentant and un- 
forgiving the judge who is also our brother 
and redeemer? The ministry he has borne 
toward the conscience and the will make our 
continued resistance a gratuitous malignacy, a 
cold and callous contempt for a suffering, 
bleeding, dying Christ. Self-caused separation 
from that which is right and holy exhausts 
even the faculties of God. We have but to ask, 
Does sin shorten life, and fill the balance of 
days with useless remorse? Does it pollute the 
very being, the altar, the hearth, the whole ex- 
istence of the individual and the race? Does 
it inflict untold misery and desolation on the 
innocent as well as the guilty? Before heaven 
and earth it does these and more than these. 
So asseverates the law of God, the statues of 
man, the testimony of science, the evidence of 
the physician, the ghastly spectacles of moral 
depravity, the hideous throngs of the lazar 
house, the jail, the asylum. ‘ 


Cease then to fulminate against those faith- 
ful preachers who assert the doctrine of 
retribution. If they ceased their effort to warn 
and instruct a heedless age, the very stones of 
the street would take up the parable. Accuse 
law, accuse science, accuse history, accuse the 
courts of justice, before you turn on those who 
remember that every sin brings its own entail, 
and that the offense and the retribution grow 
on the same stem. 


Caiaphas was far worse than Pilate, when 
both conspired to slay the noblest benefactor 
that time has known, because Caiaphas had 
been the creature of truth which he scorned 
and of light, which he called darkness. Those 
to whom this message comes have a greater 
truth and light than Caiaphas enjoyed. They 
are forever associated with Him who said, “If 
I had not come and spoken unto them, they 
had not had sin.” Encircled by all his offers 
they plunge into the gulf in the full blaze of 
heavenly radiance and privilege. The lesson is 
this: avoid as you would a fatal pestilence any 
trifling with the most solemn and awful facts 
which arise out of this consideration of divine 
love. 


Drudgery, according to a domestic-science 
expert, is work lacking interest either because 
it has no purpose or is unskillfully done. As 
soon as there is skill and purpose in work it 
ceases to be drudgery.—Farm and Fireside. 
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TOPICS FOR SUNDAY EVENINGS 


Great Affirmations. 


Rev. W. Edward A. Gratz 

ee leAm)! 

“By the grace of God I am what I am.” 

Ae Think! ; 

“Think on these things.” 

3. LF Can! 

“T can do all things through Christ which 
Strengtheneth me.” 

4. I Ought! 

“These ought ye to have done, and not to 
have left the other undone!” 

5. I Will! 

“T will arise and go to my father.” 

Great Revivals. 

Jonah and the Revival at Nineveh. 
John the Baptist and the Revival at Je- 
rusalem. 
Savonarola and the Revival in Florence. 
John Knox and the Revival in Scotland. 
John Wesley and the Revival in the High- 
teenth Century. 
The Revival for the city of St. Paul. 


SO A SS 


SCRIPTURE AND SONG SERVICE. 
R. S. Eastman, pastor Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Berkeley, California. 
Opening hymn, “Take the Name of Jesus With 


NOW ee CVS. bo 2) la Alt. 
Prayer. lLord’s Prayer. 
Te 
1) Birth. Luke 2:1-7. 
. Hymn, “It came upon the midnight 
clear.” (vs. 1, 2). Children. 
2. Life. Heb. 2:9-18. 
Hymn, “It is Jesus.” (vs. 1, 2). Solo. 


38. With the children. Mark 10:13-16. 
Hymn, “I think when I read that sweet 
story of old.” (38 verses). Children. 


4. Miracles. Matt. 11:3-5. 
Hymn, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
(vs. 1, 2). Congregation. 


Hueross. 4 (Cor, 1217,.18. 
Hymn, “Alas and did my Saviour bleed.” 
(all 4 verses). Male Quartet. 
Offertory and announcements. 
Solo, “Wondrous is the story,’ 
Martin, music by Reichardt. 
i 


“ 


words by 


Te 
6. Resurrection. John 20:1-18. 


Hymn, “Christ arose.” (3 verses). All. 
7. King, Ascension and LExaltation, Luke 

24:50-53. 

Hymn, “Christ our king.” (vs. 1, 4). 

Choir. 


8. Amswers prayers now. John 15:7, 16; 


16:23, 24, 26, 27. 


Hymn, “My Saviour hears me. (vs. 
1, 2, 3). Mixed Quartet. 

9. World won at last. Rev. 7:9-17. 
Hymn, “The whole wide world.” (vs. 1, 
2e)in g ALL. 

10. Return at the end of the world. Luke 
21:27-36. 
Hymn, “When Jesus comes.” (vs. 1, 4). 
Congregation. 

Prayer. 
Closing hymn, “All hail the power of Je- 
sus’ name.” All. 

Benediction. 


“Lo, I am with you always even unto 
the end of the world.” 
* * * * 


Rev. H .L. Crain, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Frankfort, Ind., in an effort to 
answer important questions that come to him 
as a minister, announces the following topics: 


Knowing the Truth. 

Disease and Its Cure. 

Why the Mind Has a Body. 
Theories and Experience. 

The Mind and Health. 

The Supremacy of the Soul. 

Can Miracles be Wrought Today? 
Who Suffers and Why? 

Human Efforts and Divine Aid. 
For What Should We Pray? 


* * * * 


One month’s sermon subjects used in John 
Street Presbyterian Church, Belleville, Ontario. 
BH. C. Currie, minister. 

The New Athletic. Acts 24:16. 

Under the Spell of the Infinite. Gen. 12:1-4. 

Our Undetected Losses. Hos. 7:9. 

The Suggestions on Christian Living. Phil. 
4:1-8. 

A Lame Excuse. Ex. 4:10. 

The Habit of an Elevated Gaze. Isa. 40:26. 

Tracing the Rainbow through the Rain. Job. 
42:5, 6. 

A Prescription for Christian Progress. Heb. 
1221. 


* * * * 


The following program was given on Sun- 
day evening in the Corinth Reformed Church, 
Hickory, N. C., Rev. J. L. Murphy, pastor. 

The Christian’s Pilgrimage. 
In Seripture and Song. 
God Calling the Sinner. 


“My son, give me thine heart.” Prov. 23:26. 
“Jesus is tenderly calling thee home.” Con- 
gregation. 

Hesitation. 
“When I have a convenient season, I will call 
for thee.” Acts 24:25. 


“Why do you wait, dear brother.” Solo. 
Almost Persuaded. 

“Almost thou persuadeth me to be a Chris- 

tian.” Acts 26:28. 

“Almost persuaded, now to believe.” 
Repentance. 

“God be merciful to me a sinner.” Luke 18:13. 


Solo. 


“Just as Iam without one plea.’ Male Quar- 
tette. 

Temptations. 
“Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations.” James 1:2. 
“Yield not to temptation.’ Choir. 


Thorough Consecration. 
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God which is your reason- 
able service.” Roman 12:1. 
“QO happy day that fixed my choice.” 
gregation. 

Doubts and Fears. 
“Beginning to sink, he cried, Lord, save me.” 
Matthew 14:30. 
“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.” 
gation. 


Con- 


Congre- 
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Restoration. 
“He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, 
out of miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock.” Psalm 40:2. 
“How firm a foundation.” 
Anticipation. 
“I go to prepare a place for you.” 
14:2-3. 
“Some day the silver cord will break.” Solo. 
Fruition. 
“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth— 
God shall wipe away all tears, etc. Rev. 
21:1-4. 
“T shall be no stranger there.” 
Song, “Sweet Bye and Bye.” 
Benediction. 


OUTLINES. 
The Jerusalem Church. 

“And they continued steadfast in the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42. 

Here we find the principal functions of the 
church set forth for all time. i 
I. The teaching function. 

1. A knowledge of revelation is necessary 

to the life and development of the church. 

2. And so to the spiritual welfare of the 

members individually. 
The social function. 

To maintain “fellowship” among the 

members with equality and good-will. 

2. To promote a friendly spirit toward all 

men. 
III. Worship. 
1. The true idea, and purity of practice in 
worship to be maintained. 
(“The expression of the soul to God of an 
inspiration from God.’’) 
(“Worship is the highest deed of the hu- 


Congregation. 


John 


Quartette. 
Congregation. 


1 
il 


man spirit.” Hegel.) 
2. To promote worship is highest calling of 
the church. 


Communion with God in turn will sanctify 
all personal and social life. 
Rey. J. A. Hurn, Falls Village, Conn. 


OUTLINES. 
The Price of a Saviour. 
Text: The goodly price that I was prized at 
by them. Zech. 11:18. 
What is the value of Jesus? What is he worth 
to the world? What price do you set upon him? 
I. The Price Judas Received. 


(a) Remorse—“I have sinned—betrayed—in- 
nocent blood.” 

(c) Death—“Went and hanged himself.” 

II. The Price Paid by the Jews. 

(a) Their Messiah-King, their National Hope. 

(b) Thirty pieces of silver. The value of a 
dead slave. The price of a lamb for na- 
tional sacrifice—price taken from funds 
in temple treasury for purchase of offer- 
ings for national sins. “Lamb of God,” 
“Slain from foundation of world.” 

(c) Exchanged for Barabbas—Son of father, 
Christ was Son of Father. Barabbas, a 
counterfeit Christ? 

(d) Destruction of temple, crucifixion of Jews 
at destruction of city, slavery. 

(c) Paying of price ever since. The Wander- 


ing Jew. “His blood be upon us and 
upon our children.” 


The Worth of Jesus to the World. 
Homes for poor, insane, cripples, mentally 
deficient, etc., due to Christ. : 
Commercial valuation, e. g. Christianity a 
recommendation to applicant for posi- 
tion. Converted people pay debts, settle 
for stolen goods, etc. ; : 
Social and economic worth of Christ in 
saving the depraved, dependent and 
dangerous persons. Agitation for child 
labor laws, prison reform, liquor traffic, 
etc. 

The Price You Set on Your Saviour. 

To Sinners. (a) “God so loved the world, 
etc.” Selling Christ you sell your sal- 
vation. “Come unto me all ye that are 
heavy laden.” “The blood of Jesus 
Christ * * * cleanseth from all sin.” 
Whatever you choose instead of salvation 
is your price set on Christ. 

To Christians. (a) What will you take 
for Jesus? Do you sell him for some 
questionable pleasure? Neglect of duty 
is price of him, ete. 
“Bring forth the Royal 
Crown Him Lord of All.” 

—Rev. W. C. Helmbold, Kingsbury, Ind. 


SERMON TOPICS. 
Rev. Claude A. Butterfield, pastor Olivet Con- 
gregational Church, Springfield, Mass. 
Morning Services, 10:30 o’clock. 
Foundation Truths. 
Restating the Facts of History and Expe- 
rience. 
Our Father in Heaven. 
Man in the Image of God. 
How Interpret Scripture? 
The Christian View of Evolution. 
Why God Permits Sin and Suffering. 
Why Should I Pray? 
The Holy Spirit. 
The Messianic Christ or the Historic Jesus? 
How Understand the Miracles? 
What Is Salvation? 
The Undying Soul. 
The Infant Church. 
The Church of the Dark Ages. 
The Winning Church. 
Evening Topics, 5:00 o’clock. 
People’s Service. 
Children’s Service. The Influence of Lit- 
tle Things. 
Vested Chorus. 
tian? 
Lincoln the Man. 
Stereopticon. The Stranger Within Our 
Gates. 
Conducted by Olivet Brotherhood. 
Vested Chorus. Obedience to the Vision. 
The Hymns of the Church. 
Stereopticon. Mohammedanism, Christian- 
ity’s Rival. 
John the Apostle. 
Stereopticon. Children in Far Away Lands. 
Vested Chorus. The Question Supreme. 
Easter Sunday School Concert. 


III. 
(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


IV. 
(1) 


(b) 
(2) 


Diadem and 


(b) 


What Is It to Be a Chris- 


Stereopticon. The Beginnings of Congrega- 
tionalism. 

Jonathan Edwards and 18th Century 
Thought. 

Vested Chorus. What Is Christianity Worth 
to You? 
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CALL TO UNITED PRAYER, 

The Federal Council, with approval of the 
Evangelical Alliance, sends out a call for united 
prayer for the week preceding Easter. They 
suggest the following topics: 
Sunday, April 16. Sermons on 

Kings and His Kingdom 

Glory. The Redeemed City. 
Monday, April 17. Thanksgiving and Cleansing, 

Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

In deep contrition for our sins let us seek the 
spirit of grace and supplications. Let us praise 
God for His forgiving love, for the intercession 
of our Lord, and for the strengthening of our 
churches, and let us open our hearts to the re- 
newing of His spirit. And while we thank God 
that we have been kept from entanglement in 
the war, now raging, let us pray the more 
earnestly for the multitudes who are stricken by 
it with untold sorrow. As_ aforetime Jesus 
cleansed the temple of unholy things may He 
now cleanse us from unholy motives and de- 
sires. Psa. 65:1-4; 139:23-24; Matt. 5:8; 21:22. 


Tuesday, April 18 Authority and Courage. 
strong and of good courage. 


That we may not merely weep over city con- 
ditions but work zealously for city redemption, 
and pray that every agency for moral, social and 

_ religious benefit may be blessed; that we may 
not have cities of shekels and shackles, “Satan’s 
throne,” but cities of God. That the great forces 
eentered in them may be brought under the 
sway of righteousness; that all who have to do 
with making and enforcing the laws may serve 
as powers ordained of God; that intemperance, 
gambling and social sins with 

vices and crimes may be suppressed. That our 
citizenship may be robust and manly, that pub- 
lic teachers may have courage and skill to wit- 
ness against sin and to lead in constructive city 
building; that in civic as well as in church du- 
ties we may watch and pray. That the scandals 
of divorce and of Mormonism may be blotted 
out; that holidays may be redeemed from mere 
pleasure and used to promote higher ideals of 
citizenship. For the Rest Day, in the interest of 
the humblest toilers, and for the home, the 
honor of marriage, and the renewal of family 
worship. Psa. 2; Hzk. 33:7-9; Matt. 22:21; Rom. 
13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17. 
Wednesday, April 19. 
body and one spirit. 


That we may exalt our Lord as Prophet, Priest 
and King; that every effort to heal divisions 
and to bring all Christians into effective unity 
may be blessed; that we may esteem churches to 
be great which most largely reveal beneficence, 
unselfishness and love. That immigrants of 
every name and tongue may have truer sympa- 
thy and brotherly kindness, and that racial en- 
mities may be swallowed up in the love of God. 
That more and more Jews and Gentiles may be- 
lieve in each other and work together for the 
good of the world. For education in schools, 
colleges and universities, and that the principles 
of justice and equity may be established between 
employers and employes. Psa. 122; Isa. 52:8; 
Matt. 22:37-38; John 17:20-23; Eph. 4:1-16. 
Thursday, April 20. Heart Searching and Con- 

secration. Making ready the guest chamber 

for the Lord. 


For a new spirit of separation unto service 
and an entire surrender of ourselves to Christ; 
that we may have a deeper reverence for God 
and His truth; that the living church and its 
ordinances may have a larger honor and that 
spiritual life may be enriched. That flood tides 
of personal and co-operative evangelism may 
roll over our land and that our churches may 
welcome multitudes confessing Christ; that with 
His mind who said: “As the Father hath sent 
me so have I sent you,” officers and teachers of 
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our Sunday Schools, and hosts of men and 
women may be moved to go forth for the win- 
ning of children and youth to Christ and the 
church. Psa, 51:10-18; 139:1-6; 23-24; Isa. 6:8. 
Friday, April 21. Sacrifice and Service. The 
cross and its glory. f 
That the gospel may be preached with sim- — 
plicity and power; that Christ’s unselfish love © 
may set us on fire with His zeal to seek and to 
save the lost. That Christ may be lifted up to 
to bring men to God; that the cross may be- 
come the principle of union and _ fellowship 
among all Christians, and that all who confess 
His name may serve God and man in whole- 
hearted devotion. That in Theological Semi- 
naries men of sterling ability may be multiplied, 
and that choice scholars in the spirit of Paul 
may give themselves to missionary service. That 
revivals of beneficence and personal devotion 
worthy of God and man should be sought for, 
and that all Christians may earnestly practice 
the gospel of the second mile. John 1:29; 12:24, 
323.1, Cor, 2:2). Gal. 6:14: 4 


Saturday, April 22. The Kingdom and its Tri- 
umphs. The gates of hell shall not prevail. 
That the best of the past may inspire us to 

yet higher good for the future; that the faith 

of the fathers may be perfected in their chil- 
dren. That the memories of Hus and Luther 
may provoke us to become worthy ambassadors 
for Christ. That we may have clearer vision of 
our duties as a nation and as churches and that 
we may not be tempted to substitute force for 
faith or speech for service. That we may be 
kept in peace with our neighbor nations and 
with the whole world; that war may cease 
among men, and that we may exhibit the spirit 
of justice with such nobility and sympathy as 
shall enable us to aid every nation to secure an 
abiding peace. That North and South America 
and all the Islands along their coasts may be- 
come as fields ready to harvest; that every agency 
for the preaching of the gospel at home or 
abroad, and every instrumentality for the for- 
warding of the kingdom may be abundantly 
blessed; that ordinary and extraordinary meth- 
ods of approach to men be sanctified with power 
from on high. Psa. 110; Isa. 9:6-7; Rev. 1:4-8. 
Sunday, April 23. Sermons on the Resurrection, 


“O Risen Christ! O Easter Flower! 
How dear Thy Grace has grown! 
From East to West, with loving power, 

Make all the world Thine own.” 
—Phillips Brooks. 


PRAYER MEETING DEPARTMENT. 
The Mid-Week Service. 

The Rev Monroe Markley, First Congregation- 
al Church, Longmont, Colo., made a new de- 
parture in his mid-week service for the first 
quarter of this year, introducing topics to broad- 
en the scope of people’s religious thinking by 
showing the widening influence of the Christian 
church in the world. Here are some of the top- 
ics: 

Brotherhood Night—*Why is- the United States 
Government the Best?” Discussion opened by 
three young men from the town high school 
“The Influence of Christ in Music,” by the pas- 
tor’s wife. “The Influence of Christ in Govern- 
ment,” by the mayor of the town. “The In- 
fluence of Christ in Literature,” by the editor of 
the daily paper. Lincoln Anniversary, “Abra- 
ham Lincoln,” “The Influence of Christ in the 
Industrial World,” by a minister. Washington 
Anniversary, “Patriotism and Education,’ Long- 
fellow Anniversary, “The Christian Note in 
Longfellow’s Poems,” by the teacher in the Eng- 
lish Department of the High School. “The In- 
fluence of Christ in Art.” “Our Church, Our 
Town, Our Business, Their Interdependence,” by 
the secretary of the Commercial Association. 
“The Red Cross Movement,” by the superintend- 
ent of the Longmont hospital. 
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I. CHRISTIAN PARADOXES. 

2 Cor. 4:18; Heb. 11:27; Mark 9:35; 10:42-45; Rom. 
6:18 (marg.); Phil. 1:1 (marg.); 2 Cor. 12:10; 
Rom. 5:3; 2 Cor. 6:9,.10; John 12:24, 25. 

Expository Notes. , 

General background.—A paradox is a proposi- 
tion seemingly absurd or self-contradictory but 
really true. Often a statement seems absurd 
from a lack of complete knowledge, as when the 
Arab thought the Scotchman was lying because 
he told of crossing a deep river on horseback, 
with both man and horse being clad in armor. 
Yet it was true, though the Arab knew nothing 
of ice-covered streams. The New Testament is 
full of paradoxes, partly because it is on two 
planes, the divine and the human. The divine 
life often seems absurd and impossible to the 
human eye. 

Another reason for the New Testament para- 
doxes is, that is a favorite oriental method of 
speech. The oriental is fond of startling state- 
ments, enigmatical propositions, “dark sayings. 

Heb. 11:27; 2 Cor. 4:18. Seeing the unseen.— 
The ancient leader of his people saw one who 
was invisible, and the choice of words implies 
that this vision was continuous, not a transient 
glimpse. 

“we’—and Paul includes all Christians with 
himself by his plural pronoun—see unseen 
things. Nor is that the only paradox in this 
statement; the things you can see and touch 
will soon disappear—the material, is the tem- 
poral. The things you can’t see will last for- 
ever—the spiritual is the eternal. 

Mark 9:35; 10:42-45. The first is last; the chief, 
a servant.—Is it a wonder that these seemed 
topsy-turvy doctrines to those who heard them? 
Or that the Thessalonians cried’ out with alarm 
against those that had turned the world upside 
down? Yet today we recognize that however 
startling and incredible these words seem, they 
are all true. 

Note the words. The “servant” of v. 35, and 
“minister” of v. 43, are our “servant;” but “serv- 
ant” in v, 44 is stronger, “slave,” much more 
menial. See margin. Humility and service are 
the paths to dignity and honor. F 

On the coffin of William Booth, the erstwhile 
despised Salvation Army leader, was laid a royal 
wreath. 

Rom. 6:16-18 (marg.); Phil 1:1 (marg.). The 
free man is a slave.—In both of these passages 
the word “servants” is literally “slaves.” In 
three of Paul’s epistles and in three of the gen- 
eral epistles, the writer describes himself as a 
slave of God, or a slave of Jesus Christ. Slavery 
is abolished, we say; but only outwardly, only 
legally. Would you know whose slave a man 
is? Ask, who is his master? As Paul says here, 
“His servants ye are whom ye obey.” And he 
thanks God that the Romans are no longer 
slaves of sin, but are slaves of righteousness. 
They who were freed from the bondage of sin, 
gladly became slaves of Jesus Christ, as mothers 
are willing slaves of their children. The happi- 


ness of “love’s service” is a commonplace of 
thought. 
2 Cor. 12:10 l.c. Weakness is strength.—In 


this world one of the obstacles to success is an 
arrogant self-conceit. Only the man who recog- 
nizes his limitations succeeds in the business 
world, for only then does he guard against, and 
endeavor to improve, his shortcomings. In the 
Christian life, he who feels his own weakness is 
led to apply to his Lord for help, and then the 
divine power comes to his aid. 

2 Cor. 6:10; 8:9; Jas. 2:5; Rev. 2:9. The poor 
are rich.—This is like the last paradox. The poor 
in spirit are the heirs to the kingdom of heaven; 
theirs is the heavenly treasure, theirs the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. In actual life earth- 
ly riches and heavenly riches often do not go 
together. Our Lord himself said that it was hard 
for those that have riches to enter the kingdom 
of God. “Having nothing, yet possessing all 
things.” In yet more unforgettable words our 
Lord said, “The meek shall inherit the earth.” 

2 Cor. 12:10fc.; Rom. 5:3. Taking pleasure in 
trouble.—Perhaps Paul has here reached heights 
to which not many of us have attained. Yet, 
looking backward over the centuries, we see that 
persecution has united and strengthened the 
church and given her power and efficiency. 

John 12:24, 25. We live by dying.—The great- 
est paradox and the greatest truth of all. The 
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verse begins with that solemn re-duplication of 


words—“verily, verily’—by which Jesus was 
wont to call attention to a deeper truth. This 
truth he opens to them through a natural law 
which they recognize. The hoarded grain must 
be thrown upon the ground and there die that 
the golden harvest may wave in the sun. And if 
you ‘hoard the grain too long, not only do you 
get no golden harvest, but the grain itself molds 
and rots. And the law is true in the spiritual 
world as well. Changing the figure, he that would 
save his life, by his effort loses it. It is the age- 
Jone. conflict between selfishness and self-sacri- 
ce. 


Plan for Our Meeting, 
Give each paradox out to a different person for 
a two or three minute talk. 


Thoughts on the Theme. 

The things most men seek after are but objects 
of the imagination, and present a show of being 
but for a time. Let us then give our minds to 
the things which are eternal.—Seneca. 

Prosperity is the blessing of the Old Testa- 
ment, adversity of the New.—Bacon. 


Poor and content is rich, and rich enough.— 
Shakespeare, 


No great moral reform ever had its inception 
in the mind that labored for a love of glory. The 
unhappy man who spent his last days in lonely 
exile in St. Helena failed because he sought to 
make the world a pedestal for his feet. Self- 
worship was the cause of his misery.—Santvoord. 


Il. TRUTHFULNESS. 
Prov. 12:17-22; Psa. 15:2: ZechY 8:16.) 17. 
Expository Notes. 


General background.—Next to murder, theft, 
and licentiousness, the chief sin against society 
is lying, untruthfulness in word or deed. Only 
confidence in each other makes it possible for 
men to live together. We need to be assured of 
safety for our lives and wives, of protection for 
our property, and then we want to be able to 
trust our neighbor’s words and deeds. Faith in 
other persons’ words, in their promises, in their 
facts—faith that they will do as they say they 
will, faith that the statements they make to us 
are correct—lies back of all business life and 
all social life. 

And yet there is a mounting wave of untruth- 
fulness, of insincerity which threatens to over- 
whelm us, 

First of all, it dulls the firm, keen edge of 
truthfulness—“those are only white lies,” “one 
has to be polite,” etc. But all lies are black, and 
there is no politeness in deception; one is en- 
raged not pleased by a detected lie. Compli- 
ments that are obviously insincere are insults. 
Statements that are inaccurate are annoying, 
confusing, exasperating. It matters not what 
is their object, to make things easier for the 
speaker, to flatter the hearer, or to bolster up a 
good cause—the result is alike disastrous to 
speaker, to friendship, to cause, j 

One of the most beautiful of ‘qualities is a 
transparent truthfulness, an absolute and rug- 
ged sincerity. One of the most dependable qual- 
ities is an impartial candor, that can see things 
in a white light, and a painstaking accuracy, 
than can report facts as in a mirror. 

Word studies. Prov. 12:17-22.—_V. 18. “Speak- 
eth rashly like the piercings of a sword.” One 
who slashes with his tongue, like one brandish- 
ing a keen sword in a crowd. We use practically 
the same figure when we speak of a sharp 
tongue. 

_V. 19. “Truth * * * for ever.” Truth is con- 
sistent and stands all tests. 

“For a moment.” Literally, “till I. wink 
again.” A structure of lies suddenly collapses 
at the touch of truth. 

Again, what can not a lying tongue do in a 
moment? In a breath, reputations are lost, love 
is destroyed, faith is killed. 

V. 21. “No mischief * * * righteous.” After 
all, no lasting evil comes to the good man; good 
comes out of evil to the good in the long run; 
trouble only tests and shows his goodness. 

“Wicked * * * evil.” 
of his bad deeds will fall on his own head. 

V. 22. -“To Jehovah.” The relations and re- 
sults of truth and lying have so far been con- 
sidered as between man and man. Now they 
are looked at as Jehovah considers them, 
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Psa. 15:2.—Not only outwardly truthful acts 


and words are required, but these must. truly rep- 


resent the inner thoughts. 


Zech. 8:16, 17.—To the words of sage and 
_psalmist, we now add the injunctions of the 
prophet. He calls for truth in the private inter- 


course of the citizens and in public administra- 
tion of justice. He would have truthful words, 
and deeds, and thoughts; no underhanded schem- 
ing; kindly thoughts which would do away with 
slanderous words. 

_ Truthfulness should be a matter of the emo- 
tions—unprejudiced feelings—of the mind—in- 
tellectual candor—as well as of the acts and 
words. When that ideal is reached, Zechariah 
may well say, “Jerusalem shall be called The 
city of truth.” 

Plan for Our Meeting. 

Topics for discussion.—Are there any “white 
lies?” How do you feel toward compliments 
that you suspect of insincerity? 

Is a good cause helped by exaggerated or in- 
accurate statements? Should parents make 
threats or promises to little children that they 
do not intend to carry out? 

Thoughts on the. Theme. 

When Ruskin was in Italy he saw some tem- 
ples standing in strength and beauty after a 
thousand years had passed over them. Others 
were but skeletons and ruins. Studying these 
ruins, he found that neither tempest nor cannon 
was the cause of their overthrow. 

In Venice, one great church had fallen because 
the architect had put lying stones in the founda- 
tion. In Verona the architect had built columns 
of plaster, and painted them to look like veined 
marble, forgetting that time would expose the 
ugly, naked lie. 

One day he found rain dripping from the price- 
less frescoes of Tintoretto, because a builder had 
put lying tiles upon the roof. He saw ships cast 
upon the rocks, because some smith had put a 
lying link in the anchor’s cable. He saw the 
members of a household burning up with a fatal 
fever, because a plumber had-used lying lead in 
the drainage. He saw the captain deceiving 
himself about the leaks in his boat, and taking 
sailors forth to a certain death. 

And in that hour his whole soul revolted from 
“the patriotic lie of the historian, the provident 
lie of the politician, the zealous lie of the parti- 
san, the merciful lie of the friend, and the care- 
less lie of each man to himself.” For if untruth 
is fatal to the permanency of building, much 
more is it fatal to excellence in the soul. For 
man, the beginning of lies is ruin, and the end 
thereof is death. Therefore, in John’s vision of 
the city of God, he saw there no sorcerer, no 
murderer, and no man “who loveth and maketh 
a lie.” 

Life’s deadliest enemy, and its most despicable 
one, is falseness. In the last analysis, untruth 
is inferiority and weakness.—N. D. Hillis. 


A lie which is half a truth is ever the black- 
est of lies.—Tennyson. 


III. A SWARM OF BEES. 
Boys’ and Girls’ Meeting. 
Plan for Our Meeting, 

Give a special invitation to the boys and girls 
of the Sunday School. Have them sing some ap- 
propriate songs from the S. S. song-book. Have 
the Scripture selections repeated from memory 
by boys and girls previously appointed, while 
the pastor adds a word of comment to each. The 
“pull’ of team-work will be secured if one or 
two Sunday School classes are chosen for the 
task, and if they sit together the prayer meet- 
ing evening. See that the meeting moves brisk- 
ly and closes promptly. 

Expository Notes. 

Here is a “swarm of bees’ gathered in from 
the wide Scripture field. Their honey is liked by 
adults, of course, but it is a more valuable food 
to boys and girls, for they need it for growth 
of bone and tissue, as well as satisfaction of ap- 
petite and preservation of life. ? ; 

Dropping metaphor, here are thirteen injunc- 
tions given to mankind by four apostles, a gen- 
eral, and a king. There is one by an unknown 
author, one from the pen of the brother of our 
Lord, while Luke reports two sayings of the 
Lord himself, 5, 


1. Be at peace among yourselves. 1 Thess. 


} 


5:13 le.—This injunction is not unnecessary 
among men and women. It certainly is needed 
by the nations of the world today. But it comes 
close to every day life in a household of boys _ 
and girls, or on the playground of a school | 
building. } 

2. Be ye kind to one another. Eph. 4:32.— | 
This may be grouped with the last saying. That 
is negative—don’t quarrel; but this is positive, 
do treat each other with kindness. This adds 
the grace and courtesy to life that marks the 
real lady and gentleman. 

3. Be content with such things as ye have. 
Heb. 13:5.—Just before saying this the unknown 
writer has been talking of the love of money, 
so you see he is thinking of avarice, covetous- 
ness, nor of a proper desire to better one’s lot. In 
modern phrase, he would say to a boy, “Don’t do — 
underhanded and mean things to make money,” 
and to a girl, “Don’t make yourself and your 
mother unhappy because you cannot have expen- 
sive hats and dresses.” 

4, Be of good cheer. Acts 23:11.—And the rea- 
son given is this: a recognition of the fact that 
he had performed one diffcult task, and a prom- 
ise that he should be given one still more diffi- 
cult. In business, the reward of successful work 
is a more important, a harder place. 

5. Be ye thankful. Col. 3:15.—Thése last three 
are an ascending series: from content to cheer- 
fulness, and from cheerfulness to thankfulness. 
Ingratitude is said to be the meanest of vices. 
Unfortunately it is not the most uncommon. 
Feel thankfulness and express it to those who 
do you a kindness. Nothing is more boorish than 
to receive favors without recognition. If that be 
true toward men, how much more toward God? 

6. Be not wise in thine own eyes. Prov. 3:7,— 
Adolescence, the ’teen age, that is so much dis- 
cussed nowadays, is especially open to this ad- 
monition. ‘This is the “know-it-all” age. But 
there is nothing that makes one ridiculous soon- 
er than self-conceit. 

7. Be not deceived. Gal. 6:7.—The very same 
self-sufficient youth is very easily deceived. He 
is readily made to believe that “he can take care 
of himself,” so he goes into the midst of evil, or 
he believes that he can do questionable deeds 
and no one know it—but too late he finds that 
he is the one deceived, that whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 

8. Be ye stedfast, unmovable. 1 Cor, 15 :58.— 
This is the positive of the last negative. When 
foolish advisers come to you, when “sinners en- 
tice thee,’”’ be not easily swayed by them, be un- 
movable, able to say, “No!” ally 

9. Be watchful. 1 Pet. 5:8.—The journey of 
life is along a dangerous path, which requires 
unslumbering vigilance. Heedless_ self-confi- 
dence brings one to destruction. 

10. Be ye also ready. Luke 12:40.—This sounds 
like “preparedness.” Youth is the time of prep- 
aration. The physician cannot study his books 
nor the carpenter sharpen his tools after the 
hurried call comes. 

11. Be very courageous. Josh, 23:6.—Not only 
equipment but a personal disposition is neces- 
sary to the soldier. A high courage is desirable 
in attacking any of the tasks of life. 

12. Be ye doers * * * and not hearers only. 
Jas. 1:22,—Put your verbs in the active, not the 

i voice. 
pa. ve zealous. Rev. 3:19.—Be earnestly ac- 
tive, one says. This sets the whole list aflame, 
like striking a match to a heap of brush. Asa 
crowning grace, add enthusiasm, that most con- 
tagious of passions. : 


IV. ETERNITY. 
Eccl. 3:11; Eph. 3:21; 1 John 2.17. ; 
Hymn: “O the Clanging Bells of Time.’ 
Expository Notes. q 
Eeel. 3:11.—The preacher has been saying that 
there is a time for everything, for things the 
most diverse, even for things diametrically op- 
posite—leaving the impression upon the mind 
very marked of the transitoriness of all earthly 
things. But then another thought comes to him, 
a glimpse of something higher and greater, 
something that may perhaps include and throw 
light upon the Att eae BS adds, “also he hath 
ity in their heart.”—R. V. 
oaks mind God has put the power ot 
conceiving of eternity, a vague consclousness cs) 
his own belonging to it, a longing after immor- 
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tality, and a groping belief that it is his. He has 
a dim sense of a divine purpose, working through 
the ages, though the beginning and the end are 
alike hidden from him, 

Eph. 3:21.—If ever there was a piling up of, 
words and phrases in a vain effort to say the un- 
speakable, it is here in Paul’s doxology. He 
would ascribe praise and glory to Him who is 
able—exceeding—abundantly—above all—we can 
ask—or even think—and not once from us alone, 
but as long as men shall be born and die, nor 
shall it stop then but go on for ever and ever; 
literally “to all the’ generations of the age of 
the ages.” Human speech breaks down under 
the weight which Paul would put upon it. 

1 John 2:17.—Now comes the thing that con- 
cerns us. Of this age of the ages, we shall be a 
‘happy part if so be that we relate ourselves 
rightly to God. Not by morbid meditations, not 
by useless sacrifices, nor by self-inflicted bodily 
suffering,:but by healthy, reverent activity. The 
one permanent thing is obedience to God’s will. 

; Thoughts on the Theme. 

The saying, “God has put eternity into their 
hearts,” is one of the profoundest in the whole 
book. Even if a man would confine his aims and 
desires “within the bounds and coasts of Time,” 
he cannot do it. The very structure of his na- 
ture forbids it.—Samuel Cox. i 

* 


M. de Lamennais asks, “Do you know what it 
is that makes man the most suffering of all crea- 
tures?” and replies, “It is that he has one foot in 
the finite and the other in the infinite, and that 
he is torn asunder, not by four horses, as in the 
horrible old times, but between two worlds.”’— 
Exp. Bible. 
co * * 

Gospel Hymn. 
O the clanging bells of Time! 

Night and day they never cease; 


v 


We are wearied with their chime, 
For they do not bring us peace. — 
And we hush our hearts to hear, 
And we strain our eyes to see 
If thy shores are drawing near, 
Eternity! Eternity! 


Mrs. Ellen H. Gates, the author of this impres- 
sive poem, was the youngest sister of C. P. Hunt- 
ington, the railroad magnate. She sent the 
words to Mr. Sankey, who asked P. P. Bliss to 
write some music for them. The refrain, which 
is a musical triumph, consists of the repetition 
of the awe-inspiring word, Eternity. 

Before singing it as a solo, Mr. Sankey used 
to tell the story of Robert Annan, of Dundee, 
Scotland. After having been one of the worst 
men of the town, he was converted and became 
an earnest Christian worker. As he left his 
home one morning in 1867, he took a piece of 
chalk from his pocket and wrote the word EHEter- 
nity on one of the flagstones of the walk be- 
fore his house. 

A few hours later he saw a child fall into the 
sea from a ship in the harbor. He plunged into 
the bay, saved the child, but at the cost of his 
own life. His dead body was carried into his 
house over the fateful word, Eternity, which he 
had written a few hours before. Afterward, the 
writing was cut into the stone by the order of 
James Gordon, HWarl of Aberdeen. 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY. 

A booklet of unusual value to clergymen who 
may be interested in saving money at 4 per 
cent interest, all transactions being by mail, 
will be sent free if you ask for booklet X. Citi- 
zens Savings & Trust Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 
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The Turkish authorities have confiscated Brit- 
ish mission buildings at Beirut, Baalbec, Damas- 
cus, and elsewhere. A building of the American 
Board in Asia Minor has also been seized and re- 
named “the Patience Mosque,’”’ in recognition of 
the patience which the Turks have so long shown 
in hearing the bell call to Christian worship.— 
Record of Christian Work. 

* * * 
have moved up to fifth place 


The “movies” 
ranking now next 


among American industries, 
to steel. 
* * * 

Believers in democracy may find encourage- 
ment in the fact, recently announced, that every 
one of the twelve directors of the firm of B. Alt- 
man & Co., one of the most successful dry-goods 
companies in New York City, started as a cash- 
boy, office-boy, or driver, and worked his way 
up by sheer merit. 

* * * 
Plus a Few Pails Kicked Over. 

The Department of Agriculture on February 
_1 announced that the value of the 1915 milk pro- 

duction of the United States is estimated at $2,- 
320,000,000, based on an average price of twenty 
cents a gallon, paid to producers for 11,590,000,- 
000 gallons, equivalent to 115 gallons of milk per 
capita of the population.—Christian Herald. 

* * 


The Rey. R. J. Patterson, of Belfast, Ireland, 
well known in the United States as the origin- 
ator of the “Catch-My-Pal” movement in con- 
nection with temperance, has been sent to the 
front under the auspices of the British Young 
Men’s Christian Association to carry on a pledge- 
signing campaign among the soldiers. 

* 


Hight per cent of the population of Iowa are 
members of the Methodist Church, but that 
church furnishes 24 per cent of the coilege and 
university students in Iowa. The Congregation- 
al Church, with a little less than 6 per cent of 


the population, furnishes 23 per cent of all the 
students, : 

In Illinois the Methodist Church, with 5 per 
cent of the population, furnishes 23 per cent of 
all the students and the Congregationalists do 
a little better. 

Taking Iowa as a whole, the Protestant church 
membership of 35 per cent furnishes 75 per cent 
of all college and university students.—The Ad- 
vance. 

* * * 

The Alabama Conference of the M. E. Church, 
South, has promised to co-operate with the Ala- 
bama Presbyterian Synod in holding country life 
institutes next summer. 

* * * 

Dr. Chas. E, Jefferson will deliver the lectures 
this year on the Merrick Foundation at the Ohio 
Wesleyan University on the topic, “What the 
War Is Teaching.” 

* * * 
SOCIAL. 

The brewers are becoming desperate in view 
of the approaching consideration of national pro- 
hibition in Congress. A prominent pastor in 
Boston told us recently that he had been ap- 
proached with an offer of $15,000 if he would 
give fifty “temperance” lectures—in which “tem- 
perance” should be approved as opposed to pro- 
hibition. The Atlantic Monthly is publishing a 
series of anti-prohibition articles by Mr. John 
Koren, who has been publicly charged with be- 
ing for six years a contributor to the Year-books 
of the U. S. Brewers’ Association. Mr. Koren was 
one of the speakers at the Brewers’ Convention 
in Atlantic City in 1909, and is an intimate of 


Fox, the secretary of the Brewers’ Association. © 


—Record of Christian Work. 
* * 


Long lists might be given of breweries, distil- 
leries and other liquor places, wholesale and re- 
tail, which have been transformed into centers 
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Would You Intrust the Funds 
of your congregation to a banker that did not take 


some precaution against thieves? Of course not. 


Yet if your Church is not protected against lightning, you are 
trusting this high structure to the most successful thief, who might 
step in at any moment and steal thousands of dollars in damage. 


The above Church and chimney are two unprotected risks where thousands of dollars 
were lost. The shut-down of the institution during repairs is costly too. Think of the 
excitement during services! 


The Arrow System of Lightning Protection 


at this time is being installed on 72 buildings for the City of New York, on 12 
Illinois State Power House Chimneys, on U. S. and Canadian Government struc- 
tures, on Railroad, Factory, Hospital, Church and Residential buildings of all 
kinds throughout North America. It is specified by City and State Architects 
and Engineers, including Chicago and New York and by the best authorities, 
Universities, etc.. The ARROW SYSTEM is ; 


_ Approved by National Board of Fire Underwriters 


who allow a discount in premium on buildings equipped with the ARROW 
SYSTEM—tThe best protection money can buy. 


If your Church is left unprotected, you are like the banker who took no precaution against 
thieves and will suffer a serious loss sooner or later. 


For estimates and details, write our main office. 


THE ARROW CONDUCTOR COMPANY 


Dept. B, 1536 W. ADAMS STREET - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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of bigger and better business by_ prohibition. 
Empty buildings and jobless bartenders are con- 
spicuous exceptions to the rule in the newly dry 
states. Drink factories and dramshops are be- 
ing converted into industrial concerns which em- 
ploy a greater number of men than did the alco- 
holiec beverage traffic in its palmiest days. The 
Reymann brewery, Wheeling, W. Va., employed 
87 men; the packing plant which takes its place 
employs 136. Other breweries have become man- 
ufactories for soap. ice, milk products, soft 
drinks, etc. One at least is being utilized as a 
“movie” studio, and one was bought and is be- 
ing remodeled for a church. Distilleries have 
been turned into canneries and into plants for 
the production of necessaries and luxuries, for 
which under prohibition there will be increasing 
demand. 


In buildings once occupied by saloons there 
may be seen today in these dry states jewelry 
stores, groceries, men’s and women’s furnishing 
shops, confectioneries, restaurants, moving pic- 
ture places—all doing a thriving business. Sa- 
loonkeepers are going into more reputable lines 
of trade, thus bringing more satisfaction and 
self-respect to themselves and more happiness to 
their families——United Presbyterian. 

* = * 


The Post-Dispatch, of St. Louis, recently said: 
“Wvery one agrees that a man who spends his 
earnings for drink is not only a bad customer 
for all except liquor dealers and saloonkeepers, 
but he is a fool. He is just as much of a fool 
if he spends his earnings on food alone, or jew- 
elry, or tobacco, or theaters, or motion pictures, 
yet we do not ask that all people be forbidden 
these things because fools squander their money 
on them.” 


On this Collier’s Weekly comments thus: 

_ “Still, at the moment, we do not recall ever 
having seén a woman who would not prefer a 
gold wrist-watch to a blow from the fool she 
married; nor a little child who would run under 
the bed to avoid the fool who wanted to take him 
to the movies. And, try aS we may, we are un- 
able to recollect ever having seen two fools or 
three fools or four fools buying one another 
ham in a’butcher shop and later on trying to mur- 
der one another with link sausage. Speaking 
scientifically, there are fools and fools—and then 
some.” 

> 

* s = 


A seven-story structure, said to be the finest 
equipped building for rescue mission work in 
the world, has just been dedicated in connection 
with Morgan Memorial, the well-known rescue 
mission, social settlement and institutional church 
in the South End of Boston. This is the Fred H. 
Seavey Memorial Settlement, given by Mrs. David 
Floyd as a memorial to her brother, the late 
Fred H. Seavey. When one speaks of Morgan 
Memorial one scarcely knows whether to call it 
mission or settlement or church. One of its most 
striking activities is the Morgan Memorial Co- 
operative Stores and Industries, which is the 
legal name of the corporation which has control 
of this branch of the institution’s work. Morgan 
Memorial stands for an inseparable union of 
deep religious fervor and broad social service. 
The new building is the headquarters for many 
community activities commonly associated with 
a social settlement; but its methods are frankly 
evangelistic. The Rescue Mission and the Bible 
classes and the praying bands are the power cen- 
ters of the institution. New features being tried 
out are the physical and psychological examina- 
tion of the men that drift into the mission need- 
ing help, the locating of a colony of married the- 
ological students in the building, the effort to 
make the place a training school in Christian 
social, relief work. In the building is a cafeteria 
for destitute men and those out of work, dormi- 
tories for reclaimed prodigals, social rooms offer- 
ing attractive competition to the saloons, and an 
employment bureau. The close connection with 
the Morgan Memorial industries. gives opportu- 
nity for solving, to some extent, at least, the 
problem of securing temporary employment for 
men out of work and dependent. Two years ago 
the building now used for Morgan Memorial 
Stores and Industries was opened. The Church 
of All Nations, another new building, is almost 
completed, 


MISSIONS. 

In the World Outlook for March, J. E. Crow-. 
ther tells of the standards our colored brother 
has to reach in order to be admitted to the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Portuguese Hast Af- 
rica. He says: 


The African must keep the Sabbath—that is, 
surrender one-seventh of his income by abstain- 
ing from toil on Sunday. He must have put 
away his plural wives; he may not receive “lo- 
bola” or marriage dowry for his daughters; and 
an African’s wealth is practically in terms of 
wives and marriageable daughters. He must 
break with idclatry, heathen practices, beer- 
drinking, and revolting excesses associated with 
certain native customs. When he has met these 
requirements, he is put on probation for from 
three to eight years. He must also have me- 
morized the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Command- 
ments, the Apostles’ Creed, certain portions of 
Scripture and the answers to a catechism of a 
hundred questions. In relative moral achieve- 
ment the average native Christian in Portuguese 
East Africa represents more than the average 
Methodist in America. 

x * * 


While giving large attention to comparative 
religion, the colleges have passed by Christian- 
ity. The president of a great university in the 
Middle States recently declared that a student 
might graduate from many of the institutions of 
learning and be as ignorant of Christianity as 
if he had been educated in a pagan country. A 
small institution, Furman University, South Car- 
olina, has set up a chair of Christianity. It says 
to prospective students, “We are unwilling to 
give our degrees to students who have not had 
special instruction in the origin, the documents, 
and the history of the Christian religion.’—Miss. 
Rev. of the World, 

* = * 

A Chinese pastor of a Christian church in New 
York saw in the paper that a distinguished coun- 
tryman of his, Wu Ting Fang, was to be in the 
city on ,Sunday, and he telephoned him at his 
hotel inviting him to attend Sunday services at 
his church. The invitation was promptly ac- 
cepted. After service Mr. Wu. said, “When I 
was appointed minister to America I thought 
highly of Christianity and decided I would ac- 
cept my first invitation to attend a Christian 
service.” After a brief pause, he added, “This 
is the first invitation I have had.” 

And this was his last Sunday in America!— 
Miss. Rev. of World. 

* * s 


Those who think missions in South America 
are an intrusion on a branch of the Christian 
church are ignorant of the growing hatred of 
the peoples of Latin America toward the priests 
of Rome. Mexicans have ordered them out of 
the country. In Uruguay and Peru there is agi- 
tation for religious liberty. Chili, two years ago, 
was roused by the coming of a Papal delegate 
to sell church property in order to remit the 
proceeds to Rome. Fifty thousand people pa- 
raded the streets of Santiago demanding his ex- 
pulsion by the government.—Miss. Rev. of World. 

* * = 


The Mass Movement in India.—A missionary 
in South India received the following letter from 
a village some distance away: 

“Sir: We have been idolaters in accordance 
with our ancient custom. Now we understand 
there is no use in such worship, and have re- 
solved to turn to Christ. There is no mission in 
this region. The Roman Catholics have visited 
us, but we have heard that there are some de- 
fects in their religion. We are very desirous of 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. We beg you 
to come and preach to us (the helpless children 
of the devil) the Good Tidings, and turn us to 
the way of salvation. Hoping you will send us 
a comforting promise.” Signed by all the adult 


inhabitants of Ponnamanda.—Miss. Rev. of the 
World, 
s * 2s 
GENERAL. 


Suppose the Good Samaritan had arrived while 
the robbers were attacking their victim. What 


should he have done to merit the approval of 
Jesus? 


(Continued on page 739) 
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In the first place, he might have done nothing. 
His interest might have been highly scientific. 
He might have watched the technique of the rob- 
bers, the way in which they stripped their vic- 
tim, the way in which they disappeared. If he 
had been thoroughly modern, he might have 
made a study of their thumb-marks for possible 
identification of the perpetrators of similar rob- 
peries in the future. Then after he had taken 
the necessary notes he might have cared for the 
wounded, * * * $ 


Secondly, the Good Samaritan, when he came 
upon the traveler struggling with the robbers, 
might have said, “Here.is a providential oppor- 
tunity to recoup myself from various losses in 
business.” And he might have taken the trav- 
eler’s baggage and the robbers’ baggage and 
gione his way to Jericho. * * * 

Thirdly, he might have said, “This is sad, but 
my obligation as a Good Samaritan is one of 
amelioration. I will find a shady place and wait 
until the robbers finish their work, and then I 
shall be ready to care for the wounded.” 


Would Jesus have advised such conduct? 
Would not the principle of love have induced this 
man to help the unfortunate traveler to defend 
himself? Love is not to be limited to Red Cross 


service. 


Just how far we should interfere in other’s 
quarrels, how far we should use our resources 
to protect the defenseless, how far we should 
undertake to erect social defenses which would 
make Good Samaritans unnecessary, must be left 
to the wisdom which our trained experts may 
show us. But no man hag the spirit of Christ 
who is content to permit wrong to live quietly. 
—The Biblical World. 


* * * 


_ Arecent article in The Nation tells of Michelet’s 
sensations when he first saw the head of an ant 
under the microscope. “There were the enor- 


- mous brain, suggestive of unlimited intelligence, 


the bulging eyes, the complicated arrangement 
of mandible and forceps, spiked leg and chiselled 
saw, perfect instruments of destruction. But the 
thing had no face.” ' 

_ This is exactly what the world sees in Militar- 
ism as an art of life. The thing has no face! 
All the Divine—and human, too—attributes that 
speak in the face have vanished. Here is intel- 
ligence, efficiency, control, but no soul. As one 
gazes on the devilish thing one feels that exis- 
tence on these terms is reduced to an absurdity. 
Every elemental thing in the soul is outraged 
by this ‘insect creed,’ and cries passionately for 
the living God."--The Sunday School Chronicle, 

* 


“Hvil not only corrupts the heart but under- 
mines the judgment.” z, 

If men were as strong ag oysters they would 
perform prodigies. For the muscles with which 
a good big oyster holds its shell closed will sup- 
port a weight of 37% pounds without opening. 
A man with the same relative strength could 
lift a pile of locomotives, 

It takes a weight of more than 6% pounds to 
open the shell of a common mussel. And there 
is a sort of clam found in the Mediterranean that 
will support 492 times its own weight. This is 
equivalent to a 150-pound man holding up 73,800 
pounds, or 36% tons. 

These figures, says the Baltimore Sun, are 
those of the Belgian naturalist, Felix Flateau. 


At a recent meeting of the Religious Educa- 
tion Association in Chicago, Bishop F. J. Mc- 
Connell was elected president and Boston chosen 
as the place for the next meeting. 

The findings of the association were summed 
up in the following paragraphs, adopted by a 
unanimous vote: 

1. The church and the state are to be re- 
garded as distinct institutions, which ag far as 
possible co-operate through the agency of their 
common constituents in their capacity as indi- 
vidual citizens. 

2. ‘All children are entitled to an organic pro- 
gram of education which shall include adequate 
facilities not only for general but for religious 
instruction and training. 

3. Such a division of the child’s time as will 
allow opportunity and strength for religious ed- 


} 


Nv Ny ; 


ucation should be reached by consultation be- | 


tween parents and public school authorities 
without formal agreement between the state and 
the churches as institutions. | 


4. The work of religious instruction and 
training should be done by such institutions as 
the home, the church and the private school and 
not by the public school nor in official connec- 


tion with the public school. ; 


5. The work of religious education must de- 
pend for dignity, interest and stimulus upon the 
recognition of its worth, not merely by public 
school authorities but by the people themselves 


as represented in the homes, the churches, pri- — 


vate’ schools and colleges and industries. 


6. The success of a program of religious edu- 
eation depends: 


(a) Upon the adoption of a schedule which 
shall include the systematic use of weekdays as 
well as Sundays for religious instruction and 
training, 


(b) Upon more adequate provision for train- 
ing in the experience of public and private wor- 
ship and for the use of worship as an educa- 
tional force. 


(c) Upon the degree to which the materials 
and methods employed express both sound edu- 
cational theory and the ideals of the religious 
community in a systematic plan for instruction 
and training, which shall include all the educa- 
tional work of the local church. 


(d) Upon the degree to which professional 


standard and,a comprehensive plan are made the 


basis of the preparation of teachers for work in 
religious education. 


(e) Upon the degree to which parents awake 
to the unparalleled opportunity for the religious 
education of our children and youth, the pro- 
found need for sympathetic co-operation among 
all citizens of whatever faith and the call for 
sacrifice in time and thought, in effort and 
one consecrated to the children of the King- 

om. 


(f) Upon the degree to which the churches 
awake to their responsibility for the instruction 
and training of the world’s children in the re- 
ligious life, and take up with intelligence and 
devotion their common task.—The Congrega- 
tionalist. 

* * * 


The Sunday School Times devotes an editorial 
to showing “The Fallacy of the Brotherhood of 
Man.” It argues that human creatures are not 
children of God until they repent and are for- 
given of their sins; wherefore men living to- 
gether in the world are not brothers at all un- 
less they are born anew into the fellowship of 
Christ’s regenerated church, 


Unquestionably, it is a supreme spiritual fact 
that men with experience of the new birth have 
come into an intimate sonship with God and a 
vital fellowship with other redeemed souls which 
are not possible to men without regeneration. 
But the Bible teaching respecting those born 
again does not obscure its other teaching of the 
fatherhood of God over those not born again. 
These latter have not indeed as much life as the 
regenerate—but all the life they have is life de- 
rived from God, and to the extent of the life 
they have, God is their father and they are his 
children. 


The very marrow of the gospel, indeed, is the 
eternal fact that over such undeveloped, imper- 
fect children of his God yearns with an infinite 
love and longing, ready to sacrifice the very 
lifeblood of his heart, if only by his travail of 
soul he can bring them to the second and better 
birth and to the fullness of their inheritance in 
his fatherhood. And because these unregenerate 
are indeed God’s dear children in a less perfect 
state of life, his twice-born sons, full partakers 
of the heritage, must love them as God loves 
them—must make real to them the brotherhood 
on earth, just as God would make real the 
fatherhood from heaven. 


It is possible to proclaim the brotherhood of 
man with fallacies appended, but as for the in- 
ner, essential thought of all humanity bound to- 
gether by one tie as children of a common 
Father. that is verily no fallacy.—The Conti- 
nent. 
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